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CHAPTER I 
THE ~~PAPERS, 1704-1754 
The eighteenth century Anglo-American newspaper 
clearly mirrors an expanding civilization, which was 
gradually becoming intercolonial in scope, and which was 
taking lon characteristics peculiar to the indigenous envi-
ronment of the Western Hemisphere. By tracing the activ-
ities of the public press in the budding nationalism of 
the period 1704-1754, moreover, one can perceive that the 
newspaper was more than a passive reflector of the times. 
The public prints actually promoted and accelerated the 
pre-nationalistic;, tendencies of the era, and helped 
measurably in hastening the bridging of provincial barriers 
everywhere. 
On April 24, 1704 there began the publication of the 
·first continuous printed newspaper in North America, John 
Campbell's The Boston News Letter.l During the succeeding 
hal~ century some thirty-eight papers went to /press in the 
British colonies of the Western Hemisphere.2 Among these 
1 The News Letter had a predecessor in Publick 
Occurrences, published for the first and only time on Sept-
ember 25, 1690 in Boston by Richard Pierce for Benjamin 
Harris. James Melvin Lee appropriately titles Publick 
Occurrences, "A Near Newspaper. •• History of Journalism 
(Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1923), p. 9. 
2 On occasion a newspaper would undergo a change of 
title or sub-title with the advent of a new owner. Such a 
print is here considered as having a continuous life unless 
there took place a distinct interruption in the publication 
and numbering of issues, or a general change in make-up and 
typography. 
numerous publications a number were essentially provin-
cial in scope, for which there were apparently few if 
any attempts to establish regular channels of intelli-
~ 
gence with distant colonial centers. The six German 
language newspapers printed at one time or another in 
Pennsylvania, usually for relatively short periods, had 
little general influence. Similarly each of the four 
island papers of the West Indies and The Halifax Gazette 
led rather ephemeral existences. Among the remaining 
twenty-seven publications, all of which were printed in 
the Atlantic coastal centers, seven were unable to with-
stand the ravages of the wolf at the printing shop door 
for as long as five years, during which brief span their 
general value was usually limited by the severity of the 
struggle for survival. Only sixteen papers endured con-
tinuously for ten years or longer.3 Significantly, all 
of the prints which realized continuous publication for 
at least five years during the period 1704-1754 were 
printed in the several centers of Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Annapolis, Williamsburg, and Charles Town, 
six of the most important trading marts in the American 
3 Two of these papers, The New York Mercury (1752-
1768) and The Virginia Gazette, the second of that name, 
(1751-1778),made their influence felt chiefly in the two 
tumultuous decades which preceded the American Revolution. 
Continuous publication cannot, of course, be the sole 
criterion for judging the value and general influence of a 
paper. Although The Boston News Letter, in one form or 
another, endured throughout the period, it never aroused the 
interest--or indignation--of The New England Courant, 
(1721-1727). 
2 
colonies. Boston, with six of these prints, The Boston 
News Letter, The Boston Gazette, The New England Weekly 
Journal, The Boston Post Boy, and The Boston Evening Post, 
was the earliest and perhaps the most important center of 
newspaper publishing in the colonies. The rapid growth 
of New York during the eighteenth century promoted con-
siderable journalistic activity; The New York Gazette, 
The New York Weekly Journal, The New York Weekly Post Boy, 
and T.he New York Evening Post were the four most important 
papers printed there. Philadelphia was a city of three 
above-average prints, The American Weekly Mercury, The 
3 
Pennsylvania Gazette, and The Pennsylvania Journal. To the 
southward two successive versions of The Maryland Ga~ette 
were printed without local competition at Annapolis. Sim-
ilarly The Virginia Gazette, numbers one and two, with only 
outside competition, went to press at Williamsburg. Finally 
The South Carolina Gazette was published at Charles Town;~ 
with a virtual monopoly in the southernmost areas of the 
continent. The centers of newspaper publishing activity 
were thus strung along the gently winding coast of conti-
nental America, some one thousand miles separating the 
Boston printers from their Charles Town colleagues. As a 
result of this concentration of talent and technical skill 
in relatively few and scattered centers, the newspapers 
from the very beginning had an obligation, in the form or 
-:~ The obsolete form of the word "Charleston" is used through-
out this study in order that the southern center may not be 
confused with Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
an economic challenge, which transcended local and pro-
vincial boundaries. Residents of New Hampshire and Rhode 
Island, as well as those of the Bay Colony, came early to 
depend upon the Boston prints as a source of information, 
and as a medium through which they might vend their wares 
on an intercolonial basis. The New York press vied with 
that of Boston in an effort to serve the people of Connec-
ticut. Similarly residents of New Jersey, who lacked an 
organ of their own during the period, utilized both the 
New York and Philadelphia papers with apparent satisfac-
tion. The Philadelphia newspapers, in part because of 
their relatively high quality, served the people of Mary-
land and Virginia during the several years in which the 
public presses at Annapolis and Williamsburg were silent. 
To the southward the needs of North Carolinians were an-
swered in turn and at times simultaneously by the Will-
iamsburg and Charles Town prints. And after the estab-
lishment of the southernmost continental colony in 1733, 
residents of Georgia came to depend to a large degree 
upon the South Carolina Gazette. Thus the papers of the 
several disbursed urban centers not only disseminated in-
formation locally, but often transmitted it to those less 
favored regions which could afford no public prints of 
their own. Moreover the radius of influence which any 
paper might have, was not limited to adjoining areas 
4 
necessarily. The actuaL.'Poundaries of influence varied 
from one paper to another, governed in large part by the 
skill, perception, and business acumen of the publisher 
involved. While all of the prints contained news items 
from distant colonies, the more influential papers also 
often included advertisements and official notices, as well 
as an occasional letter or essay, submitted by a distant 
reader. While such a paper as the Antigua Gazette had 
little or no influence outside of the sugar islands, the 
Pennsylvania Gazette by 1750 was known and in all prob-
ability read everywhere, except on the remote and inac-
cessible frontier. 
The American papers were strikingly similar in their 
make-up. They were almost always weekly sheets, in a form 
much like the twentieth century tabloid. Usually they 
varied from two to four printed pages, until 1730 when ex-
panded news coverage, increased advertising space, and the 
stimulus of competition made four pages the general rule. 
As a result of imp~~ved mechanical techniques, by mid-
century three columns of finer print had displaced the 
usual two of 1720, thereby further facilitating broader 
coverage.4 Unlike its nineteenth century successor, the 
4 For a detailed technical study of the eighteenth 
century American press see Lawrence Counselman Wroth, 
The Colonial Printer (Portland, Maine: The Southworth 
Anthoensen Preas, 1938). 
5 
average four page print of the period reserved the first 
and usually the second page exclusively for news, essays, 
and the occasional letter to the editor; advertisements 
covered the fourth and often the third page. 
Throughout the century intelligence from Europe and 
especially the British Isles figured promin~ntly in the 
columns of American papers. As the coasting trade and the 
colonial postal system developed apace, however, news of 
an intercolonial nature began gradually to displace that 
information gathered overseas. Since coasting vessels 
were more frequent and regular visitors to the several 
ports than overseas craft, intercolonial news tended to be 
available more often and in greater quantity. 
The beginn~ng issue of the News Letter had contained 
along with news from The London Flying Post regarding the 
"Old Pretender," brief paragraphs of intelligence from New 
London, New York, and Philadelphia. Thereafter regular 
space was devoted by John Campbell to news from New York, 
less ~egularly to advices from New London, Philadelphia, 
and other colonial centers. As newspapers developed in 
other areas, the several publishers provided more or less 
regular space for items of an intercolonial nature. Cer-
tainly interest in people involved in similar experiences 
was wholly natural; and the newspapermen were quick to 
recognize the reader interest of such intelligence. 
6 
Newspaper publishing attracted a number of extremely 
able and influential men, a large proportion of whom had an 
active hand in the printing end of the business. Although 
Campbell, the pioneer news purveyor, relied on Bartholomew 
Gretn and John Allen to print his paper, moe t publishers 
did their own printing, and were thoroughly conversant 
with the various phases of the printing-publishing busi-
ness. Such men as William Bradford, Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Fleet, and William Parks incorporated in their own 
personages functions, which in the twentieth century are 
divided among a number of editors. Among the printers and 
publishers a large number of men held colonial postmaster-
ships. The development of a postal system simultaneously 
with the growth of newspapers attracted many of the col-
onial postal officials into the field of journalism, 
especially since the postmaster early found that he had 
the distinct benefits of ready access to incoming news, 
together with franking opportunities, which gave his paper 
pronounced advantages over those of his local competitors. 
As a result the appointment to a colonial postmasterahip 
usually heralded a subsequent venture into the field of 
newspaper publishing. For example, the favorable posi-
tion of John Campbell as Postmaster of Boston, as regard 
the acquisition of news from distant places, led directly 
to the publication of the News Letter. Moreover from 
7 
1704 to 1754 every Boston Postmaster was also the publisher 
of a newspaper.5 And in Philadelphia it was probably the 
loss of the postmastership,as well as the indisputable 
genius of his adversary, Franklin, which eventually 
pressed Andrew Bradford and the American Vleekly Mercury 
out of serious competition with the Pennsylvania Gazette.6 
Occasionally it worked the other way around, and a 
printer, partly because of the widespread nature of his 
8 
business activities, would be chosen to assume a postmaster-
ship. This occurred in 1738 when Postmaster General Spots-
wood announced through the Virginia Gazette that he had 
granted " ••• A Commission to William Parks, the Printer of 
this Paper, to carry on a Stage from Williamsburg to 
Edenton in North Carolina.,,. 11 7 In these and other instances 
where the combined positions of publisher and postmaster 
assured a man of a maximum accessibility to news, together 
with a minimum of distribution costs, he had sizable advan-
tages over his local competitors. 
Since the publication of a newspaper involved a. 
5 Mary Farwell Ayer, Check-List of Boston Newspapers, 
1704-1780 ("Publications of the Colonial Society of Massa-
chusetts," Volume IXt Boston, 1907), p. 440. 
6 The Pennsylvania Gazette, January 23, 1734. See 
Isaiah Thomas, The History of Printing in'.America, (Albany: 
Joel Munsel, 1874), 1, 234. 
7 April 28, 1738. 
relatively large degree of technical skill, intelligence, 
and economic courage, comparatively few people qualified 
for the task. Those who succeeded in making a career of 
journalism came to form a close professional relationship. 
Where competition was not extreme, loosely knit business 
associations, primitive forerunners of modern syndicates, 
helped to foster an interchange of professional intelli-
gence. Benjamin Franklin, for example, after having 
served his apprenticeship under his brother James on the 
New England Courant, and having set the Pennsylvania Gaz-
ette on ita feet, "share-cropped" Thomas Whitmarsh and 
then Lewis Timothy into business in Charles Town, South 
Carolina.8 Later when one of his partners died suddenly, 
Franklin sent his nephew Benjamin Franklin :Mecom, who had 
served his apprenticeship at Philadelphia and at James 
Parker's office in New York, to the West Indies to assume 
the proprietorship of the Antigua Gazette. 9 Andrew Brad-
ford, pioneer newspaperman of Philadelphia, was the son 
of William Bradford, ex-Philadelphian and publisher of 
the New York Gazette. From 1725, with the inception of 
9 
8 Max Farrand, editor, The Autobiography of Benjamin 
Franklin (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California 
Press, 1949), p. 1~9 
9 Albert Henry Smyth, editor, The Writings of Benjamin 
Franklin (New York: Macmillan Company, 1907), 111, 101-103. 
Letter to Edward and Jane Mecom, November 14, 1752. 
the New York print, to the retirement of the aged William 
in 1741, there was a close business relationship between 
father and son. And the Green family of Boston, with a 
long tradition of printing in Massachusetts, enlarged the 
scope of its activities, when Jonas Green, who had served 
his apprenticeship under his brother Timothy, co-owner of 
the New England Weekly Journal, undertook the proprietor-
ship of the second Maryland Gazette at Annapolis. 10 There 
were other: less formal business associations among the 
newspaper publishers of the several colonial centers. Such 
relationships, personal and professional, accelerated the 
10 
natural tendency to exchange information on an intercolonial 
basis. 
The raison d'etre of the Public prints was of course 
the diss·emination of news. And since editorializing as 
such was rare, the publication of the news and the way in 
which it was printed were of vital importance. It should 
be clearly recognized that it was virtually impossible to 
"bury" news in the contemporary sense of the word. A news-
hungry reading public, as yet unsatiated by a torrent of 
inexpensive dailies, undoubtedly read each issue from be-
ginning to end. The printer could count on the supposition 
that his readers would scan each item with great curiosity 
10 For a study of the remarkable family of printers 
see Chapter VII "The Green Family" in John Clyde Oswald, 
Printing in the Americas (New York: The Gregg Publishing, 
1937), pp. 53-67. 
and care. Moreover by the 1730's, when virtually any in-
terested and literate person could have access to more 
than one paper, the printer had to pay considerable heed 
as to what information was or was not desired by his 
clientele. Competition gradually became a force which 
spurred the publishers into more active roles, and mil-
itated against the wholesale reprinting of exotic items 
from Warsaw and Venice, a space-filling technique which 
John Campbell had earlier resorted to with few compunc-
tiona. 
11 
The dependence upon favorable winds and fair weather 
for a more or less regular flow of information, both from 
abroad and from distant colonies, is obvious. Throughout 
the century severe winter weather could cut off a northern 
port for a long period of time. An item in an early issue 
of the News Letter asserted: 
According to our usual Custom, on the arrival of 
a ship from Great Britain, and the Pacquets to the 
West Indies, and New York, we shall now entertain 
your LSi£! with a Summary Account of the most Remark- . 
able Occurrences from the Publick Prints that are come 
to our hands, and then return to carry on the thread 
of occurrences where we last left off, about the 
middle of September last.ll 
As newspapers sprang up in the more important cen-
ters, increasing sources of material were made available 
to each printer. Although much of the intercolonial and 
11 April 30, 1711. In view of the length of time be-
tween September and April, Campbell certainly stretched 
" ••• the thread of occurrences •••• " to a dangerous limit. 
12 
overseas news was third and even fourth hand, the publisher 
usually cited only his immediate source of information, 
neglecting to name the method of transmission or the orig-
inal source. This tendency further accelerated the uni-
versal habit of reprinting information from virtually any 
source which came into the printer's ken. However, the 
reprinting technique, for all its lack of originality and 
freshness, made important items common property of readers 
throughout the several colonies. 
The gathering of news for a colonial print was 
effected in a number of ways. First, the spoken report of 
any trustworthy inbound skipper provided a source.l2 This 
method was generally unsatisfactory, for the news was only 
as accurate as the memory or the integrity of the master. 
Early the publishers set upon other methods. The New 
England Weekly Journal reported in 1727 its proposed method 
of gathering intelligence: 
To render this Paper more acceptable to its Readers, 
immediate care will be taken {and a considerable progress 
is herein already made) to settle a Correspondence with 
the most knowing and ingenious Gentlemen in this and the 
neighbouring Provinces, who may take particular care 
seasonably to Collect and send what may be Remarkable in 
their Town or Towmadjacent worthy of the Publick View; 
whether of Remarkable Judgments, or Singular Mercies, 
more private or public; Preservation and Deliverances 
by Sea or Land: together with some other Pieces of 
12 For example, see The Rhode Island Gazette, 
November 1, 1732. 
13 
History of our own, etc. that may be profitable 
and entertaining both to Christian and Historian •••• l3 
It is to be doubted that a correspondence was ever 
"settled" in a way in which a printer might have hoped. 
With the reorganization of the postal service under the 
direction of Alexander Spotswood in 1732, however, more or 
less regular channels of intelligence were made available 
to the several publishers. Shortly after the method of 
distributing news took on new life and value, William Parks 
made public mention of the significance of the postal 
system to the intercolonial press. With a curt nod to his 
distant sources, Parks declared " ••• Yesterday the Northern 
Post arriv 1d here; by whom we have the Prints from Boston, 
New-York, and Philadelphia, which furnish us with the 
following Intelligence ••• ttl4 Clearly the postal system, 
transmitting private letters as well as newspapers from 
colony to colony, provided the most dependable method of 
conveying information at the disposal of the colonial 
printer. 
Vfuile news was the most important feature of the 
colonial newspaper as regards reader interest, the adver-
tisement, occupying in the early part of the century only 
13 The New England Weekly Journal, March 20, 1727. 
It is to be hoped that Samuel Kneeland did not mean to 
imply that a "Christt'an" and an "Historian" were necessar-
.ily two distinc t people. 
14 The Virginia Gazette, December 21, 1739. 
a portion of one column, soon attained the economic signif-
icance which it has since maintained. By mid-century 
Franklin's Gazette on occasion carried as many as one 
hundred advertise~ents.l5 The advertisement very early 
transcended colonial boundaries. Only two years after the 
inception of the News Letter, John Campbell had declared 
with marked pride: 
In December last, There were Advertisements of a 
Negro Man Slave, and an Indian's Running away from 
Mr. William Pepperil ~i£7 of Kittery in the Province 
of Main, desiring they might be apprehended, where 
ever they came, and by virtue of said Advertisements 
coming (in the News Letter) to South-Carolina, 
whither said Negro and Indian had travelled, the 
Governour of said Place has secured the said Runa-
ways for the Owner.l6 
The value of the advertisement was early recognized 
14 
by the other printers. William Parks, former printer-
publisher of the first Maryland Gazette, gave notice to the 
subscribers to his new journalistic enterprise, the Virginia 
Gazette, that he would charge three shillings for the first 
week and two thereafter for any advertisement ·" ••• Houses, 
Lands, Goods, or Cattle ••• Servants or Slaves Runaway ••• 
Horses ••• ; it is certainly the cheapest and most effectual 
Method that can be taken for Publishing any: Thing of this 
15 For example, the issue of May 10, 1750 contained 
on hundred and one E.tdvert:tsements. Clarence Saunders 
Brigham states that advertisements soon became the printer's 
chief source of income. Journals and Journeymen, A Contri-
bution to the Early American Newspaper (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1950), p. 27. 
16 April 22, 1706. 
15 
Nature •••• "17 
The number of copies of a single issue of any of the 
eighteenth century newspapers was extremely limited, even 
when measured against that of a twentieth century rural 
weekly. The aggregate might vary from one hundred and fifty 
to eight hundred or more impressions. John Campbell report-
ed in 1719 that he could not " ••• vend 300 at an Impression, 
tho' some ignorantly concludes he Sells upwards of a 
Thousand •••• "* Isaiah Thomas later declared: 
In 1754, four newspapers only were printed in New 
England, these were all published in Boston, and 
us ually, on a Small sheet; they were published weekly, 
and the average number of copies did not exceed six 
hundred from each presa.lB 
It is impossible to judge how many of copies of any 
newspaper issue left the colony in which they were printed. 
In any case the printer invariably made an appeal for 
customers outside his own province. In the initial issue 
of the American Weekly Mercury Andrew Bradford optimisti-
cally declared, 
All Persona that are willing to Encourage so Use-
ful an Undertaking at the Moderate Rate of Ten 
Shillings a Year for the City of Philadelphia, Fif-
teen Shillings for New-Jersey, New-York, and Maryland, 
~7 The Virginia Gazette, October 8, 1736. 
*The Boston News Letter, August 10, 1719. 
18 Isaiah Thomas, The History of Printing In America 
(Albany: Joe 1 Munse 1, 1874), II, 8. 
Twenty Shillings for Virginia, Rhode-Island, and 
Boston, Proclamation Money, (to be paid ~uarterly) 
are desired to send their Names, and Places of Abode, 
to any of the following Persons, Viz., Mr. William 
Bradford in New-York, Mr. Evan Jones at the City of 
Annapolis, Mr. Robinson, Post-Master at Williams-
burgh, Mr. Jacob Walker, at Hampton in Virginia, 
Doctor Ryley, at New-Castle, Mr. Thomas Hill, at 
Salem, Mr. Oampbell, Postmaster at Rhode-Island, 
16 
Mr. John Barclay at Amboy, Mr. John Costard at 19 Burlington, and Mr. Andrew Bradford, at Philadelphia. 
And when Samuel Keimer published his "Speculum" for 
the Pennsylvania Gazette in October 1728, he urged pros-
pective customers to send their names to William Heurten, 
Goldsmith in New York, and Eleazer Phillips, bookseller in 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, among others. 20 The supposl-
tion that the printer could coru1t on several customers in 
a neighboring province is attested by such subscriber 
notices as that which Peter Timothy printed in his South 
Carolina Gazette in 1739, wherein he referred his dis-
gruntled country subscribers in Georgia to Colonel William 
stephens of Frederica for their tardy papers.21 And an 
announcement in a Boston paper the following year directed 
" ••• those Gentlemen in Rhode Island who are Customers for 
this Paper ••• to send for their respective Gazettes ••• at 
the Union Flagg in Newport •••• rt22 Later James Parker of 
19 December 22, 1719 
20 October 1, 1728. The "Speculum" was a one page 
advertisement, circulated free of charge. There is a copy 
in the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, Massachu-
setts. 
21 May 26 1 1739. 
22 The Boston Gazette, May 26, 1740. 
New York, in advertising his newly founded Post Boy, took 
ample advantage of the revitalized postal system by refer-
ring prospective out-of-colony customers to Postmasters 
Huska in Boston, Miller in New London, Campbell in Rhode·. 
Island, Reed in Trenton, Hunloke in Burlington, Franklin 
in Philadelphia, Green in Annapolis, Parks at Yfilliamsburg, 
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and Timothy at Charles Town, South Carolina. 
It is clear from David Hall's dun in the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette that that newspaper had achieved some little 
circulation in Maryland and Virginia by 1754, for he 
"desired" his subscribers in Virginia to pay their bal-
ances to William Hunter at Williamsburg, those on the 
western shore of Maryland to William Young of Baltimore 
County, and those on the eastern shore to Thomas Ringold 
of Chester. 24 William Parks 1 notice in an early issue of 
his Virginia print, while buoyantly optimistic, may not 
have erred measurably in stating that his paper would be 
circulated " ••• not only all over this, but also the Neigh-
bouring Colonies, and will probably be read by some thou-
sands of People •••• H25 Since papers cost between ten and 
twenty shillings a year, and since they represented the 
best and very often the only source of intelligence, they 
23 The New York Weekly Post Boy, January 3, 1743. 
24 February 26, 1754. 
25 The Virginia Gazette, October 8, 1736. 
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were undoubtedly passed from hand to hand among the thrifty. 
A thousand people may indeed have viewed an important issue 
of such a paper as the Pennsylvania Gazette. 
Certainly there was a considerable exchange of the 
public prints by mid-century among the several centers of 
newspaper publication. Even where a printer had no dis-
tant customers he usually sent at least one copy of each 
issue to the several distant printers, and Peceived in 
return copies of their papers, for constant references to 
distant papers were made by all of the printers. Such a 
practice helps in part to account for the general habit of 
reprinting. And it was a rare issue after 1719, and the 
inception of the American Weekly Mercury, .which contained 
no intelligence culled from a distant print. As a result 
of this technique, rarely if ever did important news 
escape a perceptive reader, regardless of how distant he 
might have lived from the origin of the occurrence. 
The primary objective of the printer-publisher was 
to earn a living. The idea that the printing of newspapers 
usually offered only a rather precarious source of income 
is well attested by the frequent duns appearing in the 
several papers. At least one of these, an appeal by John 
Zenger, son of John Peter Zenger, to his subscribers, was 
thought effective enough to be reprinted by Thomas Fleet 
in his Boston Evening Post. Zenger had declared with some 
little wit: 
Some of these Subscribers are in Arrear upward 
of 7 yearsl Now, as I have served them so long, 
I think it is Time, ay and high Time too, that they 
gave me my Outset; for they rnay verily believe that 
my Every Day Cloaths are almost worn out. B. B. 
Gentlemen, If you have not ready money with you, 
still think of the Printer, and when you have read 
this Advertisement, and considered it, you cannot 
but say, Come Dame, (especially you inquisitive 
wedded Men, let the Batchelors take it to themsel-
ves) let us send the Printer a few Gammons, or some 
Meal, some Butter, Cheese, Poultry, etc. In the 
mean Time, I am yours, etc., John Zenger. 
After reprinting the touching appeal in full, Thomas Fleet 
issued the terse comment that: "The Application of this 
Advertisement is so easy, that we leave it with our 
Delinquent Customers to make it themselves.n26 This and 
other like appeals are substantial proof that printing 
had certain financial drawbacks. Moreover, by 1730 every 
newspap&.r had to face the hardship of competition, whether 
from within or outside a publishing center. 
The growing importance of the advertisement helped 
to solve the printer's economic problem. It even appeared 
on some occasions that advertising space might crowd the 
news off all but the first page. On the other hand, when 
an item of general importance did appear the printer often 
would stint his advertisers by referring his readers to 
the next issue for the remainder of the advertisements. 
Although his basic objectives were those of keeping his 
larder filled and putting new clothes on the backs of his 
26 The New York Weekly Journal, February 25, 1751; 
The Boston Evening Post, March 18, 1751. 
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children, he rarely dared to ignore newsworthy material. 
Herein an interested reading public, together with com-
pe.ti tion in vending the news, made certain that the pub-
lisher could not for long flout the demands of his sub-
scribers and expect to attain success, financial and 
·otherwise. 
Engrossing copy meant interested readers and a 
successful publisher. Benjamin Franklin, one of the most 
hard-headed of a practical breed of men, early recognized 
the value of a colorful and stimulating newspaper. In 
later life he recalled his initial struggle to make the 
Pennsylvania Gazette a paying proposition. Enlarging upon 
his own powers of percepti_on, almost a concomitant of any 
man's recollections, Franklin remembered how he had given 
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" ••• great satisfaction to the public ••• ," by t he publica-
tion of two long, descriptive letters about North Carolina, 
penned by his partner, Hugh Meredith, from that wild and 
largely unknown frontier province.27 Obviously Franklin, 
among others, came early to recognize that such intelli-
gence was more newsworthy than a description, fabricated 
or true, of a Cossack's headdress, culled from an aging 
European print. 
. 27 Max Farrand, editor, The Autobiography of Benjamin 
Franklin (Berkeley and Los ·: . Angeles: University of California 
Press, 1949), pp. 79-80. 
As the eighteenth century wore on, the newspaper 
clearly reflected a growing economic and cultural inter-
dependence among the several colonies and areas. Through 
its news and advertising columns the public press mirrored 
a developing culture which was no longer peculiarly Eng-
lish, but which had gradually and unceasingly been molded 
by the challenge and hardship of a new and distinctive 
environment. In some ways the publisher played a role 
which was largely unconscious, publicizing intercolonial 
relationsh~pa which were being forged and strengthened in 
a hundred natural ways. Certainly the coastwise trade, for 
example, would have developed apace had there been no pub-
lic prints. Yet even where intercolonial activities 
existed independently of the newspaper, the publisher 
played a more than passive role. By advertising imports 
from distant colonial centers the newspaperman helped im-
measurably to facilitate the exchange of goods among the 
several colonies. Moreover there were few if any colon-
ists in a better position to dramatize such events as the 
freedom of the press battles or the struggles between a 
royal governor and a colonial assembly for control of the 
purse strings. Within the rather rigid margins of the 
news columna was the potential for a powerful organ of 
propaganda. The aged Franklin again recalled his earlier 
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day purp ose in selecting materials for his youthful Gazette: 
Some spirited remarks of my writing on the dis-
pute then going on between Governor Burnet and the 
Massachusetts Assembly struck the principal people, 
occasioned the paper and the manager of it to be 
much talked of, and in a fgw weeks brought them all 
to be our subscribers •••• 2 · 
Clearly a political issue could not for long remain local 
in scope, with such a paper as the Pennsylvania Gazette 
to disseminate the ne ws to distant readers. 
In a nttmber of other areas - economic, cultural, re-
ligious, and military - Franklin and his fellow newspaper 
publishers, by the printing and the reprinting of countless 
items of interest to pe op le living in English-America, 
helped to bridge local, provincial, and sectional boundaries. 
2S Max Farrand, editor, The Autobiography of 
Benjamin Franklin (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University 
of California Press, 1949), p. 77. Although Franklin 
here undoubtedly exaggerated the importance of his 
"s pirited remarks," such as they were, his role in re-
printing the speeches of the governor and the speaker of 
the lower house undoubtedly stimulated a general interest 
in the struggle. 
CHA.PTER II 
TRADE AND TRADERS: NEW ENGLAND AND THE 
NORTHERN COASTAL REGIONS 
The newspaper proved of prime importance in facil-
itating the growth of trade to and from eighteenth century 
New England. Beginning with the early issues of the 
Boston News Letter in 1704 the printers usually saw fit to 
insert a column of shipping news, informing their readers 
of the name of the vessel, the identity of the captain, 
and the destination and source respectively of each out-
bound and inbound vessel. 1 During severe winter weather 
the Boston prints often stated tersely that there had been 
no entrances or clearances. Between the beginning of March 
and the end of November it was an exceptional issue which 
contained no shipping information. Trading intelligence 
was of more than passing concern to the northern trader, 
who for the most part lived along a narrow coastal strip, 
exploited the teeming waters of the sea, and utilized ocean-
lanes as his chief means of communication and commerce. 
After newspapers had assumed permanent roles, the print~s 
sought to include as much information about shipping in 
general as possible.2 
1 The Boston News Letter, May 1, 1704. This was issue 
number two. 
2 One noteworthy exception was the failure of northern 
printers to mention specific lading data. 
Such sensational activities as mutinies, privateer-
ing, and piracy were accorded space unstintingly; not only 
were valuable mercantile cargoes involved, but the printer 
could expect to have anxious friends and relatives of crew-
men and voyagers among his subscribers. The same general 
attention was given maritime disaster, such as shipwrecks 
or the effect of a sudden and violent South Atlantic hurri-
cane. The fact that all of the papers of New England be-
tween 1704 and 1754, with the exception of the Rhode Island 
Gazette, were printed in nautical-minded Boston necessarily 
made disinterestedness on the part of the printers of that 
city an impossibility. 3 
' Insofar as the weather permitted shipping operations, 
the prints included the entries and departures as tabulated 
by the Boston Customhouse. As an added service the printers 
often inserted the customhouse intelligence of one or more 
distant ports. John Campbell, pionee r newsman and proprietor 
of the News Letter, began printing the shipping news from the 
s everal marts of New London, Newport, and New York on May 15, 
1704, just three weeks after the inception of his paper. The 
following issue also included shipping data from the 
Philadelphia Customhouse. Thereafter news from the several 
ports was periodically published in Boston. 
24 
3 The short-lived Rhode Island Gazette was printed in 
Newport, a center with a comparable interest to that of Boston 
in the coasting trade. 
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Early in 1731, a year after Benjamin Franklin had 
taken over direction of the Pennsylvania Gazette, the com-
mercial rivalry among the northern centers of Philadelphia, 
New York, Perth Amboy, Newport, and Boston had assumed such 
proportions as to allow for the printing of the data from 
all those marts, and tabulated for an entire year, December 
1729--December 1730. This greatly detailed intelligence was 
reprinted in the Boston papers in March 1731, the New England 
Weekly Journal giving as its reason for the inclusion: 
11 
••• Since it has been inquired by some what Part or Proportion 
this and the adjacent Governments have in Trade, we have here 
inserted - the Number of Vessels that have Enter'd in LQn£7 
Cleared out of the Posts •••• rr4 
By 1740 the Boston papers had accepted the added re-
sponsibility of mentioning the type of vessel, as well as 
its name, skipper, and source or destination, thereby giving 
the reader a more accurate picture in terms of relative 
tonnage. In spite of the availability of such regularly 
printed data, it was and remains virtually impossible to 
weigh the relative importance of the several trading avenues, 
except in general and perhaps superficial terms. 11Coastersu 
often made entry at two or more customhouses along the 
4 The Pennsylvania Gazette, January 5, 1731; The Boston 
News Letter, March 4, 1731; The New England Weekly Journal, 
March 8, 1731. 
contLnen. '!tal shore or in the islands before returning to 
their native ports. How many entrances a coasting vessel 
might fail to make cannot be readily ascertained. A two 
year survey of the activities of the Sloop Free Mason of 
Boston, commanded by George Briggs, reveals at least two 
broken voyages, as well as a suspiciously long period be-
twe en entries. The Free Mason, perhaps a typical small 
coasting vessel, carried foodstuffs from New York and 
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Philadelphia to New England, and northern products back to 
those parts again, with an occasional visit to the West 
Indies. 5 Clearly it is impossible on the basis of pub-
lished data to gauge the volume of trade engaged in by 
Briggs' Boston customers with the merchants of any one of 
the several ports of call. 
Smuggling, as well as the broken voyage, tended to 
damage the validity of customhouse figures. As early as 
1713 Nathaniel Kay, the Collector at Rhode Island, 
" ••• received. a Letter from Boston the fourteenth of Feb-
ruary, and Signed ABC Informing him, That a certain Galley, 
now Riding at Anchor in Rhode-Island Harbour had took and 
did design to take on board, a considerable qua~tity of 
Rice, contrary to Law, and that Eight or Ten Persons, would 
be ready to joyn their Affidavits thereto •••• 11 He 
5 The Boston Evening Post, December 11, 1752; February 
5, 1753; April 30, 1753; May 28, 1753; June 11, 1753; July 9, 
1753; August 20, 1753; October 1, 1753; November 5, 1753; 
November 19, 1753; December 31, 1753; April 29, 1754; 
May 6, 1754; June 10, 1754; July 8, 1754; January 13, 1755. 
- -------
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followed with an appeal for those "Persons" to submit their 
evidence. 6 Some years the1•eafter the legal notices of 
"H. Frankland," Collector of the Port of Boston, appeared a 
number of times . in the pages of the Post Boy. Frankland 
drew attention to the offenders in stating: 
vVhereas Complaint has been made to me, that many 
Coasters come into, and depart this Port, with out 
En t 1 ring or Clearing their Vessels at the Custom-
House, contrary to the several acts of Parliamen t 
in such Cases provided and to the Discouragement of 
others, that regard t heir Duty; This is therefore to 
give publick Notice that for the future a strict 
Enquiry shall be made into this Practice, and if the 
Offenders persist therein, they shall, without 
exception be prosecuted for the Penalties they are 
exposed to, for Breach of said Acts •••• 7 
vVhile never of proportional significance, the general 
improvement in overland trade routes, especially in the 
northern colonies, brought about its own full measure of 
s muggling activity. In 1748 li'rankland, better remembered as 
a dashing romantic rather than as a particularly perceptive 
officer of the law, again gave notice that he had been in-
forme d of the bringing into Boston of a considerable quant ity 
of rum, cotton, molasses, and other goods by "• •• Land 
Car riage from the neighbouring Governments, which have not 
been Enter 1 d at the Custom-House, Naval and Import Office • ••• 11 8 
Other warnings of a like nature attest to smugg ling 
6 The Boston News Letter, March 2, 1713. 
7 December 7, 1741. 
8 The Boston Post Boy, January 4, 1748. 
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activities on a large scale. 
There had also taken root by mid-century the practice 
of inserting in the public prints the current price of staple 
commodities. Occasionally Boston prices were printed; more 
often those of other centers were listed. An early price 
current, the first of its kind published in the Gazette, 
contained the Philadelphia prices of flour, bread, po~k, 
beef, wheat, corn, all important products of the middle 
colonies, and sugar, rum, and molasses, specialties in the 
New England design of trade.9 Thus the Boston trading people 
had access to news which might operate to their advantage 
both in buying and selling in the intercolonial markets. 
On occasion a special appeal might be made to Boston 
merchants to encourage the shipping o£ goods needed badly 
elsewhere. This was the case when the French fortress of 
Louisbourg fell in 1745, and there was an immediate need for 
foodstuffs for the large body of people there. The Boston 
prints listed the products most needed, together with their 
prevailing prices: 
November 22, 1745 - Massachusetts Bills or 
the Silver Equivalent. 
Fresh Beef, Mutton, and Pork 
Dunghill Fowl 
Geese 
Indian Corn 
Turnips 
Apples and Potatoes -
Cabbages 
Cyder 
., 
- 4s. a Pound 
lOa. apiece 
13s. 11 
2ls. a Bushel 
20s. 
20s. 
4s. 
5:t 
" u 
apiece 
a Barrel· 
9 The Boston Gazette, January 25, 1720; The New 
England Weekly Journal, July 31, 1727. 
Rum 
Butter 
Sugar, Brown 
Sugar, Loaf 
Chocolate 
Candles 
24s. a Gallon, 
by Hogshead 
4s. a Pound, 
by Tub 
3s. a Pound, 
68,. a Pound 
2ls. a Pound 
6s. a Pound 
29 
C o:rr.rnon Soap 
(The above Prices are in Bills 
4s.6d. a Pound 10 of Old Tenor) •••• 
vVhile there apparently was never any opposition on 
the part of New England merchants to the custom of publish-
ing the prices of commodities at New York, Philadelphia, or 
Louisbourg in the Boston press, a nlli~ber of Boston traders 
struck at the proposal of the Gazette to: 
Make this Paper the more Acceptable to the Trading 
Parts of this Town, and other Parts of America, every 
other Week will be published an Account of the Prices 
of all Merchandize, how they gover~ at this Place, in 
the Nature of a Price Current •••• 
For the printer shortly announced that he would forego his 
plan if the majority of the merchants willed it so " ••• it 
being the chief Design of this Underta1cing to endeavour to 
advance, but not pre judice Trade." 12 Clearly pressure was 
strong, for the plan was laid aside at least for a time. 
The Boston prints also rendered other services to 
the traders of that city. Early in 1737 the Gazette 
printed in three installments the "Duties or Impositions 
10 The Boston Evening Post, December 23, 1745. 
ll The Boston Gazette, December 21, 1719. 
12 Ibid., January 4, 1720. 
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payable by an Act or Acts of Assembly, in any of the British 
Plantations in America. 11 Specific information about the 
West Ind ies and the continental colonies, Georg ia through 
New Hampshire, was included.l3 
,. 
The paid advertisement was perhaps of even more im-
portance in the promotion of intercolonial trade than the 
listing of price currents. From as few as one or two 
advertisements in the early issues of the News Letter to 
as many as twenty, thirty, or more by mid-century, the 
advertising medium developed apace. And a large proportion 
of space was concerned with the sale of imported goods, 
Eng lish, European, and intercoloni al. 
The genera lly held supposition that the overseas 
trade greatly surpassed in volume that of an intercolonial 
nature may be a valid one. Yet for the most part the goods 
exchanged among the New England colonies and the other col-
onies of the Western Hemisphere were the necessities of lit'e, 
while very often the large overseas vessels from England brought 
entire cargoes of fashionable clothes, lavish household furn-
ish ings, exotic spices, and other luxury items. The northern 
papers clearly depict the basic and increasing difference 
in the nature of the goods imported and exported, overseas 
and coastwise. Although a West India planter might depend 
upon his London factor for his stock of fine Madeira 
13 The Boston Gazette, February 28, 1737; March 14, 
1737; March 21, 1737. 
·. 
and Rhenish wines, his slaves, the virtual basis of his 
economic life, were fed on Pennsylvania flour and New 
England fish. Moreover, the northern colonies themselves 
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became more and more dependent upon the areas to the south-
ward for· foodstuffs, a certain concomitant of the age of 
specialization.l4 
The newspaper advertisements offer a good index to 
the diversity of products imported into New England. The 
New England merchant did not become a specialist in the 
modern mercantile sense of the word. He might well have 
advertised a cargo of European goods in one issue of a print, 
and then offered South Carolina leather or Virginia tobacco 
a few issues later. Andrew Faneuil, at the lower end of 
K:ing Street, offered "Good New York Flower ••• at 35s. per 
Hundred •••• "15 Ala o " ••• choice good Connecticut Pork re-
packt, good Carolina Pork repackt, very good Barrel Beef 
pickled, and choice good Indigo •••• nl6 Later he advertised 
the sale of St. Domingo indigo, this before Eliza Pinckney 
17 had helped to introduce the crop to south Carolina planters. 
14 Percy w. Bidwell and John I. Falconer, History of 
Agriculture in the Northern United States, 1620-1860 {Wash-
ington: Carnegie Institute of Washington, 1925), p. 142. 
"During the first half of the eighteenth century the commer-
cial population of New England became regularly dependent 
on the Southern and Middle Colonies for breadstuffs. Grain 
was shipped from Connecticut and western Massachusetts to 
Boston in the first half of the century, but such supplies 
were unavailable and Boston by 1750 was r egularly importing 
breadstuf fs from New York, Philadelphia lln.d Baltimore ... 
15 The New England Weekly Journal, January 13, ~729. 
16 The Boston Gazette, August 25, 1735. 
17 Ibid., March 28, 1737. 
32 
Andrew Sigourney, Jr. of Boston, whose father had 
imported pimienta, Jamaica leather, rice, and ginger, struck 
up a thriving trade with South Carolina merchants, perhaps 
in part because of his Huguenot ties.l8 He announced the 
sale of South Carolina pitch and rice in 1739, and a few 
years later added South Carolina 11 tan'd Leather," as well 
as the staple rice.l9 
One of the earliest successful sugar refiners in 
Boston, James Smith, dealt not only in sugar, sugar candy, 
syrup, and molasses, all products of the West Indies, but 
imported " ••• choice Albany and Pensilvania Flower ••• ," 
Philadelphia firkin butter and flour by the barrel or 
quantity. 20 
A Boston merchant of some prominence, Thomas Hubbard, 
advertised a supply of " ••• choice good Virginia Pork, and 
Fresh HogsFat in small Casks fit for Families •••• n21 Appar-
ently he could not market it all in New England for he 
shortly gave notice of •• ••• choice Virginia Pork well pickled, 
and fit for Shipping. n22 A. year later he announced the sale 
18 The Boston Gazette, May 8, 1732. 
19 The New England V,eekly Journal, March 13, 1739; 
The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, January 26, 1742; 
The Boston Evening Post, February 22, 1742. 
20 The Boston Gazette, March 13, 1732; December 24, 
1733; . June 21, 1736 
21 Ibid., March 3, 1740. 
22 The New England Weekly Journal, July 1, 1740. 
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of the same product in casks of 200 lbs. each, attesting 
23 that his volume of trade was considerable. His close bus-
iness connections with the merchants of the Virginia area 
made him an obviously good choice to advertise in the 
News Letter for a vessel of about 100 tons to carry tobacco 
from North Carolina to London for a merchant in the former 
place. 24 Hubbard did not restrict himself to trading with 
a specific area, for one of his later advertisements 
announced such diverse products as pitch, beef, hogslard, 
rice, corn, wheat, and salt, to be exchanged for rum, sugar, 
molasses, Jamaica fish, train oyl, lumber, duck, or cordage.25 
Nathaneal Martyn sold a·quantity of ship bread and 
white bisquit imported from Maryland.26 And one of his ad-
vertisements, reflecting the growing importance of the iron 
industry in the middle colonies and iron as an intercolonial 
product, announced the sale of " ••• very good Philadelphia 
Iron, both in square or flat Bars. n 27 
Other prominent merchants, such as Thomas Hutchinson, 
Jr., imported pig and bar iron from Marylanct. 28 Measured by 
23 The Boston Weekly News Letter, April 2, 1741. 
24 Ibid., November 27, 1740. 
25 Ibid., October 25, 1744. 
26 Ibid., July 1, 17~b. 
27 The Boston Gazette, July 1, 1736. 
28 For example, The Boston Gazette, February 28, 1737. 
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the amount of space devoted to this product in the Boston 
journals of the period, New England was importing a con-
siderable proportion of the surplus iron of the Pennsyl-
vania and Maryland forges. 
The developing paper industries of Pennsylvania 
offered what surpluses were available to New England mer-
chants for William Mcilvaine called attention to " ••• The 
best Philadelphia glaz'd Press Paper for Clothiers, 7/Sths 
and Yard wide, to be Sold at the Green Dragon near the 
Mill Bridge, Boa ton •••• n29 
Thomas Fleet, the versatile printer of the Evening 
Post, was in the usually favorable position of the eighteenth 
century newspaperman, for he imported Pennsylvania tobacco 
paper, and exported coach horses to the West Indies.30 A 
competitor, John Kneeland, Jr., son of the eminent printer-
merchant, sold Philadelphia bacon by the single leg or 
ham. 31 Meanwhile Alexander Thorpe, well known for his inter-
national trading activities, imported his~ from New York. 32 
Wheat and bread were largely brought in from New York 
and Pennsylvania, and to a lesser extent from Virginia and 
29 The Boston Evening Post, November 25, 1745; 
The Boston Weekly Post Boy, November 25, 1745; The Boston 
Gazette or Weekly Journal, November 26, 1745; The Boston 
Weekly News Letter, January 23, 1746. 
30 The Boston Evening Post, November 7, 1748; November 
20, 1752. 
31 The Boston Weekly News Letter, August _23, 1750. 
32 Ibid., June 10, 1748; The Boston Evening ~~ 
June 6, 1748. 
------------------------------------------ - -
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Maryland. A by-product of grain, beer, found a market in 
Boston, as attested by Jacob Royall's advertisement of "'good 
Philadelphia Beer" in the Evening Post of :May 19, 1746. It 
was imported in some quantity, for in the same issue compet-
itor William Whitwell gave notice of the sale of the beverage 
by the"barre ll." 
Still another Bay Colony merchant, Benjamin Bagnell, 
was influential in the coastwise trade for a number of years. 
In 1737 he gave notice of a parcel of " • • • ch oice s h ip, white 
and milk Bread, Flour, .Pork, Beef, and Muscavado Sugar, 
Albany Pease at twenty-two Shillings per Bushe l •••• n33 Some 
fourteen years later he advertised the sale of bar-iron and 
beer from Ph1ladelphia. 34 
Some women shopkeepe r s also dabbled occasionally in 
the coastwise trade. In 1751 Mary Johnson gave notice that 
she had a single item for sale " ••• a large Philadelph ia 
Slabb for ·a Hearth •••• "35 And Mary Jaclr.s on, widow of James 
Jackson, who himself had been a small-scale intercolonial 
trader, announced the ve~ of Connecticut pork and beef, 
among other items. 36 
. 
In some instances a fair degre e of spe cialization 
took place. Apparently John Avery f eatured Maryland surplus, 
33 The Boston Weekly News Lett er, December 2 9 , 1737 . 
34 The Boston Evening .Post, May 27, 1751. 
35 The Boston Weekly News Letter, June 6 1 1751. 
36 Ibid., December 13, JL751. 
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everything from oats to iron.37 This was exceptional. In 
most instances the me1~chants dealt with virtually any sal-
able goods, European as well as colonial, luxuries as well 
as necessities. Although New England continued to raise 
foodstuffs as it had done in the seventeenth century, a 
certain degree of concentration was taking place. In em-
phasizing its fishing and shipping industries, New England 
resorted to the importing of many staples largely unknown 
as imports in the earlier period. 
Although iron had been mined for a considerable period 
in New England, the imports from Pennsylvania and Maryland 
forges were heavy. A mid-century iron product from the 
Quaker province was Franklin's "iron fire-place," known often 
in New England as "Philadelphia Stoves." The northern prov-
inces with their severe winters were obviously an ideal mar-
ket for such an item. By 1743, some two years after Franklin 
had begun to manufacture his invention, Richard Clark and 
Joseph Lee were selling new "Ii'ire-Hearths t~ brought in from 
Pel~sylvania.38 Thereafter a number of New England mer chants 
engaged in the sale of the said stoves. John Franklin, a 
likely Boston agent, advertised occasionally that he ha d 'a 
fresh parcel. tt39 Other Boston sellers were Thomas lflade, 
James Buck, and Danie 1 Jeffries, as we 11 as the printers, 
37 The Boston We e kly News Letter, December 20, 1739; 
May 4, 1741; The Boston Gazette or Week ly Journal, January 
2, 1750. 
38 The Boston Evening Post, August 15, 1743. 
39 Ibid., October 28, 1745. 
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Kne~and & Green of the Gazette, Draper of the NewsLetter, 
and Fleet of the Evening Post. 40 At Newport, Rhode Island 
Peter Bours, a trader in the products of South Carolina 
and Pennsylvania, announced the sale of the stove through 
the pages of the Evening Post.41 The close commercial 
association of eighteenth century printers is again clearly 
d iscernible, for James Parker of the New York Weekly Post 
was also described as an agent.42 
Apparently some New England mossbacks disclaimed the 
value of the stove, for Franklin forwarded a pamphlet ac-
count in which "· •• all Objections that have been raised 
against the Use of them, answered and obviated •••• 11 43 This 
account was advertised for sale in the several paper.s.44 
Later in the face of stiffening sales resistance and harmful 
rumor, the following anonymous letter a ppeared in the pages 
of Thomas Fleet's Evening Post, before he, significantly 
enough, had become a sales agent. 
40 The Boston Weekly News Letter, January 31, 1745; 
The Boston Evening Post, September 12, 1748; The Boston 
Gazette or Weekly Journal, October 23, 1750; January 21, 
1746; The Boston Weekly News Letter, September 24, 1747; 
The Boston Evening Post, December 31, 1753. 
1744. 
1745. 
41 June 19, 1749. 
42 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, December 25, 
43 The Boston Weekly News Letter, February 7, 1745. 
44 For example, The Boston Evening Post, October 28, 
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The Me tb.od Proposed Lfor saving mone;i/ is the 
Use of the new-invented Philadelphia Pire -Places, 
or as they ought to be called, both in Justice and 
Gratitude .• Mr e Franld in's Stoves ••• H"ealth and 
Comford, as well as Expence. I dare undertake, 
that one Cord or at most one and one half of good 
Wa lnut v·iood, will suffice an whole Winter (such as 
our last) for an ordinary Family, in a common 
keeping Room; provided there is no Sickness, and 
that the Family keeps good Hours, and are tolerably 
prudent in the Management of their Fuel ..•• 45 
Clearly someone was attempting to promote sales. Such news-
paper publicity in the form of an unpaid lette r ce r tainly 
did nothing to t1urt the inte rests of the Philadelphia Junta, 
for whom the proce eds of all s a l e s were intended. Despite 
such obstacles as the item in the Gazet te attributing a 
costly fire to the 11 ••• heat or the Iron Hearth of one of 
the newly invented Fire Places ••• ," sales of the Franklin 
Stove in New England continued to grow.46 
New England had exportable c omrnodi ties also. VIJha t 
rum and fish signified in the tri-cornered overseas trade, 
ship~:;:>ing and ships meant in the intercolonial scheme of 
things. \Vhile some vessels were built in the middle col-
onies throughout the period, merchants in those and more 
distant places advertised for New England craft for rental 
and for sale. As early as 1710 "A certain GentlenJ.an in 
Philadelphia" advertised for a " ••• Running Gally, burthen 
from 150 to 200 pipes of Wine to be atPhiladelphia betwixt 
45 The Boston Evening Post, September 8, 1746. 
46 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, December 22, 
1747. 
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this and the 2d. of August next, where he may have an 
Encouraging Freight from ti~ence to Portugal and Lond on; 
Inquire at the Post Office in Boston and know further.tt47 
And in 1722 Francis Holmes, a Boston merchant, requested a 
ship of 120-150 tons to let for the South Carolina trade. 48 
Very often the Boston printers served as ship rental agents, 
both as regards the hiring and selling of vessels. The 
ubiquitous Thomas Fleet served in both capacities. 49 The 
requests for vess e ls to engage in the Carolina and West 
India trade were particularly heavy, reflecting the depend-
ence of those areas on northern carriers. 
The needs of North Carolina particularly were mirrored 
in the notice of Miles Gale of that province in the Evening 
Post: 
26, 
1 p~nereas the Trade to North-Carolina has hitherto 
been much discouraged by Reason of the ~ifficulty and 
Danger in getting Vessels up into the Country to the 
principal Parts of Trade; Therefore This is to 
Certify, that I the Subscriber have be e n employed by 
the Government of said Place, to get a number of 
proper Buoys and Chains made in order to Buoy out the 
Channels, which on my Arrival there I shall put" in 
their proper places, and shall also take a Draught 
of the Channel and Shoals, representing where each 
Buoy is laid; also I shall erect two Beacons on 
Oakrecock Island, which may be seen at least 5 Leagues 
at Sea. I r~ve also built at my own Charge, a fine 
large Pilot Boat, with which I can put out to carry 
Vessels in over the Bar in almost any Weather ••• ,50 
47 The Boston News Letter, June 12, 1710. 
48 The New England Courant, April 23, 1722. 
49 The Boston Evenipg Post, August 11, 1746; October 
17.~; March 30, 1752. 
50 Ibid., August 11, 1740. 
40 
The trouble and expense to which the North Carolina govern-
ment was here put clearly reflect the importance of the 
north-south carrying trade. 
A similar notice .was published in Boston in 1751 by 
Edward Cornwallis, Governor of the Province of Nova Scotia, 
in an effort to encourage Boston captains to look with 
favor on the Halifax trade.51 New Eng land fishermen as well 
as shippers were encouraged by the offer of bonuses to catch 
and dry fish in the Nova Scotia area, the announceme nt of 
which appeared in the pages of the Boston prints. 52 
~1e sale as well as the rental of vessels was facil-
ita t ed by newspaper advertisements. In 1732 Robert Watt 
ann ounced to "strangers and others" that he would s erve them 
as a ship broker. Apparently he had an early inquiry, for 
he stated that he knew of a person " ••• that wants to Buy a 
Sloop or Schooner about 60 or 70 Tons, of a small draft of 
f 
Water, fit f or the North-Carolina. Trade.tt53 New England 
vessels were bought and sold up and down the coast, Peter 
Boynton of Philadelphia announcing to readers of the Penn-
sylvania. Gazette that he had t wo New England built "scooner s 11 
for sale.54 The following year a prominent Quaker city 
Post 
Post 
51 
Bo:;[, 
52 
Boil, 
53 
The Boston Evening Post, May 27, 1751; The Boston 
May 13, 1751. 
The Boston Evening Post, June 10, 1751; The Boston 
June 3l' 1751. 
The New Eng land Weekl:;[ Journal, November 13, 1732 . 
54 The Pen1wylvania Gazette LBovember 3, 1743. 
merchant, Evan Bevan, declared the sale of a 90 ton New 
England built brigantine to the readers of Franklin 's 
paper . 55 
Vessels were also commissioned to be constructed 
for out-of-colony de livery, the following advertisement 
being printed in a Boston paper in 1753. 
41 
Any Gentlemen in these Parts , concerned in build-
ing a Vessel for George Campbell of Liverpoo l in 
England, and Thomas Wood of Newbern in North-Carolina, 
are desired to Leave a Letter at the Post-office in 
Boston, directed to Niels Ellerston, now in said 
Boston; who has made Inquiry~ and cannot find where 
the said Vessel is building.o6 
Since no further remarks appeared, it cannot be positively 
stated that the newspaper aided in correcting the results 
of obviously lax business practices. Yet without the med-
ium of the public prints said Ellerston's problem of locat-
ing his missing shipwrights would have been considerably 
more acute. 
Whether or not specialization was to be desired, New 
England found itself supreme as regards the coastwise ship-
ping trade.57 Vfhile rum, fish, and shipping bulked ever 
larger in the overseas trade, there can be little doubt that 
ships and shipping were extremely important items, especially 
55 The Pennsylvania Gazette, October 4, 1744. 
5 6 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Advertiser, October 2, 
1753. 
57 Some competition was offered by vessels built in 
and belonging to the middle colonies. The number of such 
cra ft never seriously threatened the supremacy of New 
England during the period. 
in serving those areas which lacked the capacity or re-
sources for s etting up shipyards of their awn. 
Another important aspect of intercolonial trade, 
which found expression in the advertising columns of the 
several papers, was real estate. As early as the third 
issue of the NewsLetter a fulling mill at Oyste r»ay, Long 
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Island was advertised for rent or sale. The notice advised 
prospective customers to 11 ••• Enquire of Mr. William 
Bradford, Printer in New York and know further ••• ," thereby 
emphasizing the breadth of the business relations among 
printers.58 Three months later a New York still-house was 
similarly advertised in Campbell's paper. 59 On• one occa-
sion, as the advertising monopolist of his day, Campbell 
was given the power of attorney in regard to the sale of 
lands in New York, undoubtedly in an effort to facilitate 
their transfer.60 
When in 1726 the Rev. John Walton of Rye, New York, 
who had left Yale for that place three years earlier, was 
willed the family farm at Norwich, Connecticut by his 
father, he decided to put it up for sale, since it was 
" ••• laying at a great distance from him •••• " He thereupon 
chose the medium of the Boston Gazette to inform the public 
of the names and a ddresses of his Connecticut agents.61 
58 The Boston News Letter, May 8, 1704. 
59 Ibid., August 7, 1704. 
60 Ibid., July 14, 1707. 
61 The Boston Gazette, August 8, 1726. 
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Often the Boston prints included a description of the land 
involved, together with the pertinent data concerning the 
agents. Such a notice appeared in the New England Weekly 
Journal of September 11, 1727. 
This is to give Notice, that there is a Parcel of 
Land lying in Rye in Mamarinick, 17 Acres in the 
Homestead, and 5 in the Wood, joyning to the River 
westward, and northerly on the Country road ••• to be 
sold reasonably. Enquire of Mr. Nicholas Hopping 
of Charlestown, or of Colonel Willett of East-Chester, 
near Rye aforesaid. 
In an effort to develop and populate Albany County, 
always a vulnerable area during war time, ex-Lieutenant 
Governor George Clarke advertised lands for sale there by 
means of the Boston Evening Post. He listed specific plots 
at 40b's per hundred acres, New York currency, but cheaper 
for buyers intending to settle immediately.62 
Albert Dennie, merchant in Boston, engaged in real 
estate activities of a far-flung nature. He listed a farm 
of 335 acres in New York, a.s well as lands in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire in the Gazette or V.eekly Journal of Feb-
ruary 21, 1749. 63 
Occasionally a. newspaper notice would be _ resorted to 
in order to promote the transfer of desirable land from a 
long absent owner. Such was the case when Samuel Glows of 
Jamaica, Long Island inserted the following advertisement 
62 The Boston Evening Post, December 19, 1743. 
63 The New York farm did not sell very quickly. It 
was still being advertised as late as April 24, 1750. 
The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal. 
in '!!he Post Bo;y. 
About 27 Years ago one Samuel Hare went from 
Jamaica in the Colony of New-York to Boston, and 
lived in Ann-Street there. At the Time he left 
Jamaica, he put into the Care of the Subscriber, 
a small Piece of Salt Meadow Land worth about 10 
or 12 pounds New-York money. If he or any of his 
Descendants will send a Power for to dispose of 
it, a Chapman does now present, and the Subscriber 
will give his Assistance therein.64 
44 
The Boston prints also were the agency for the pub-
licizing of real estate all over New England and in eastern 
Canada. In 1707 when John Griswell of Kennelsworth, 
Connecticut sought to sell a farm at that place he named 
John Campbell as his Boston agent. 65 A_nd William Pepperrell, 
later to win fame at Louisbourg, advertised a farm at 
Kittery, Maine through the New England Weekly Journal.66 
Throughout the period nUmerous attempts, some of 
which were successful, were made to develop towns in Rhode 
Island, New Hampshire, and Maine. One of the earliest of 
these publicized schemes was that of an anonymous Rhode 
Island promoter who offered • ••• good accommodation for two 
Hundred Lotts or more, a quarter of an Acre to each Lott •••• u67 
Several years later Timothy Bordman of Weathersfield Connec-
ticut announced the sale of large holdings along the coast 
of Maine, probably the acquisitions of earlier speculations. 68 
64 The Boa ton Weekly Pos-t Boy, October 23, 1749. 
65 The Boston News Letter, July 14, 1707. 
66 The New E!!aland Weekly Journal, February 26, 1728. 
67 The Boston News Letter, March 21, 1709. 
68 Ibid., November 30, 1732. 
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Evidently the proprietor's realty problem was not 
at an end with the sale of the land. Taxes had still to 
be collected . Once again the papers served as the most 
efficacious medium of communication. Tax lists, which 
named names and specified amounts, appeared in the Boston 
prints on several occasions throughout the period. 69 
The real-estate operations of New Englanders ex-
t e nded far to the southward into North Carolina, most of 
which was genuine frontier throughout the period. George 
Minot, scion of the well known Boston family, twice acted 
as the New England agent for sellers of large plantations 
in the southern province.70 In 1742 Captain James Williams 
in Common Street, Boston was entrusted with the original 
deeds and conveyances of two tracts of land in North Caro-
lina, one consisting of eighteen hundred and ten acres, the 
other of one thousand acres. 71 Sometimes public officials 
were utilized to act as agents for the transfer of land in 
distant parts. This was the case when Joseph Marion, 
"Notary Pub lick" in Boston, announced that he had been given 
authority by the distant owners to sell extensive lands in 
Virginia and N~ine.72 Clearly real estate was an important 
item in the New England scheme of economy. 
69 For example: The Boston Evening Post, September 5, 
1748, Epping, New Hampshire; November 5, 1750 , Kennebeck, 
Maine. 
70 The Boston Weekly News Lette'r, July 26, 1739; 
The New England Wee_kly Journal, September 2, 1740. 
71 The Boston Heekly News Lett er, July 15, 1742. 
72 The Boston Wee kly Post Boy, January 24, 1743. 
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Still another inte rcolonial tie which the papers both 
ma.rked and fostered was the lotter y. Although a lot t ery was 
usually draf ted to build a church, a bridge, or a wharf, or 
to aid a poor wi dow, it was sometimes a game of pure specu-
lation, conceived by one who was impatient with the more 
pedestrian rate of investment return. In 1732 Thomas Staples 
of Newport ran a lottery, the prizes of which were cash • 
awards. Staples 1 Boston agent was the enterprising Thomas 
Fleet. Apparently tickets sold slowly, for it was later 
announced that u ••• the said Rebate or Draw-back (one s hilli ng 
per pound) is now taken off •••• u73 A few months later a n 
anonymous merchant of Providence gave notice of a lottery, 
the prizes of which included land, a house, a garden, rum, 
sugar, and a chair and horse, and for which Daniel Gaffe of 
Boston was listed as the Massachusetts agent.74 
In 1745 the Pennsylvania Gaz e tte printed the details 
of a Massachusetts lottery, conceived in order " ••• to lighten 
their taxes •••• " Since no Pennsylvania agent was noted, it 
is to be doubted that tickets were sold in that province. 75 
A few years later a lottery was raised for paving some of 
the streets of Newport for which tickets were sold in Boston 
by Gamaliel Wallis.76 
73 The Boston Weekly News Lette~, June 15, 1732. 
74 The New England Weekly Journal, October 2, 1732. 
75 The Pennsylvania Gazette, February 12, 1745. 
76 The Boston Post Boy, August 31, 1752; The Boston 
Evening Post, October 30, 1752. 
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As in the case of any skilled specialist, the trader 
was inclined to remove when other areas opened new mercantile 
opportunities to him. New England merchants were among those 
who took the lead in seeking wi dening economic horizons. As 
the Island of Jamaica developed rapidly as an area of large 
plantations, not a few New England merchants announced their 
intention to remove there. John Pierpont of Boston and John 
Vassall of Cambridge both issued legal notices to that effect 
in 1740, the latter putting his house and forty acres up for 
sale, thereby giving his announcement an added note of sin-
cerity.77 
With the abortive settlement of Cape Breton Island 
and the more lasting opportunity afforded by the rise and 
rapid growth of Halifax, other Boston merchants announced 
intended departures for those places. Samue 1 -vl'ethered, bearer 
of a well-known Boston name, gave notice of his removal to the 
old French fortress in March of 1746.78 And shortly after 
the British had transferred their attention to Nova Scotia, 
Edmund Crawley, New England merchant, announced his intent ion 
" ••• to s et tle at Halifax •••• "79 Others saw fit to declare 
77 The Boston Weekly Post Boy, November .3:,, 1740; The 
New England Weekly Journal, November 11, 1740. Since the 
announcement invariably involved a legal notice ur#ing 
debtors and creditors to settle old accounts, the departure" 
declaration rooy at times have been a stratagem on the cred-
itor's part to realize money long overdue. 
78 The Boston Evening Post, March 3, 1746. 
79 Ibid., March 9, 1752. 
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their departures through the medium of the several papera.BO 
Clearly the paper was the best existing agency by which a 
merchant or other person could clear up his delinquent 
accounts, and start out afresh in his new environment. 
Numerous and significant were the ways in which the 
northern prints reflected the tightening economic interde-
pendence of the several colonies. Advertisements, notices, 
and shipping and trading news in general all mirrored the 
age of growing specialization. Yet the papers did more than 
merely reflect these tendencies; by acting as the best ex-
isting medium for the exchange of intelligence, they pro-
moted the economic activities of the northern colonies to an 
i mmeasurable extent. 
80 The Boston Evening Post, April 24, 1749. Notice of 
Benjamin Bates of Boston, who announced his intended 
departure for South Carolina. 
CHAPTER III 
TRADE AND TRADERS: THE MIDDLE COLONIES 
As the eighteenth century wore on, the middle col-
onies, New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, came to 
e xport an ever increasing portion of their foodstuf'fs, 
especially wheat, flour, bread, and beer. Of somewhat 
less importance, perhaps, was the exporting of beef, pork, 
bacon, iron, and paper. A considerable quantity of the 
food surpluses of the bread colonies moved northward to 
New Eng land, where the industrial and nautical trades were 
displacing agriculture, and southward to the planting prov-
inces, which came gradually to emphasize such specialized 
crops as rice and tobacco. Since the middle colonies con-
tinued to stress the growing of basic foods throughout the 
period , they tended to be more nearly self-sufficient than 
were the neighbors. Nevertheless New York, New Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania were not without certain needs. Because the 
shipyards of New York and Pennsylvania did not provide 
enough vessels to carry grain and meat to distant markets, 
there was an almost constant demand for New England craft . 
Other products of a specialized nature, such as South 
Carolina rice and leather, were imported to fill the con-
sumer demands of the middle colonies. 
Almost to the same extent as the Boston printers, 
50 
the publishers of the New York and Philade lphia papers 
reserved space for the news of maritime activities, both 
in peace and war. Here again, proximity to and dependence 
upon the sea made indifference on the part of the printer 
virtually impossible. 
With extreme regularity the custom house news was 
inserted in the New York prints. The first extant issue 
of the New York Gazette contained the detailed data of the 
New York Custom House.l Within two months the news from 
Boston and Philadelphia had been added, and continued with 
some degree of regularity thereafter. 2 In 1731, thanks to 
Franklin's Gazette, the cumulative data from the ports of 
Philadelphia, New York, Perth Amboy, · Newport, New Hampshire 
and Salem was printed.3 Several years later the readers of 
the Gazette were informed of the amount of goods imported 
into and exported out of Philadelphia between :March 25, 
1?30 and March 25, 1731. The New York trading elements 
must have taken particular note of the large amounts of 
foodstuffs exported by their competitors in Philadelphia. 
The listing included 38,131 bushels of wheat, 353 tierces 
and 3,796 barrels of Indian corn, 46,970 half barrels of 
flour, and some 4,306 tierces, 5,729 barrels, 42 half-
1 March 7, 1726. 
2 May 9, 1726. 
3 The New York Gazette, January 26, 1731. 
barrels, and 385 quarter casks of bread.4 Within two 
decades these figures had increased appreciably, attest-
ing the accelerated rate of specialization of the ~uaker 
province. In 1752, 86,550 bushels of wheat, 90,743 
bushels of Indian corn, 125,960 barrels of flour, 599 
hogshe ads, 812 tierces, 28,388 barrels, 7,588 quarter 
casks, and 249 tons of bread were listed.5 
Other New York prints contained data from distant 
ports. The Fost Boy, evidently bowing to a suggestion, 
51 
announced " •.• agreeable to the Desire of several Readers, 
we here begin and shall continue to insert both the Boston 
and Philadelphia Entries •••• 11 6 
Current price news made frequent appearance in the 
several New York papers, particular emphasis being placed 
on the news from South Carolina and the West Indies, since 
both areas were large scale importers of New York produce. 
In 1731 the Gazette listed the prices of flour, bread, 
butter, bacon, Indian corn, rum and sugar at Barbados in 
the sugar islands. 7 
Thanks largely to the South Carolina Gazette, price 
currents at Charles Town were made known to readers of the 
4 The New York Gazette, May 10, 1731. 
5 The Penns;ylvania Gazette, March 20, 1753. 
6 July 4, 1743. 
7 The New York Gazette, July 26, 1731. 
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New York papers beginning in 1735. Here, care was taken 
to publish the prices of staple imports such as bread and 
flour, as well as Carolina produce, rice pitch, tar, tur-
pentine, and skins.8 As was the case with the Boston 
prints, the New York Evening Post issued the prices at 
which provisions were being sold at Louisbourg, when that 
place experienced first-winter shortages.9 The Island of 
Jamaica, providing still another market for New York ex-
ports, was also listed with fair regularity toward the end 
of the period. 10 
Local "Price Currents" also frequently made the prints 
of New York , with no appa r ent reaction as that which occurred 
in Boston.ll Beginning in May, 1726, the Gazette regularly 
listed the prices of such local items as flour, bread, beef, 
12 pork, and peas. 
The printer sometimes rendered a further service to 
the merchant population by relaying information that a mar-
ket was overstocked with flour or bread, thereby warning 
shippers against possible financial losses. 13 
8 FbP example, The New York Gazette, De cember 15, 1735. 
The New York Weekly Journal, July 12, 1736. 
1749; 
9 The New York Evening Post, January 13, 1746. 
10 For example, The New York Week ly Journal, 
The New York Evening Post, August 27, 1750. 
11 See Chapter II, footnote 
12 May 9, 1726. 
p. 
June 5, 
13 This occurred when The New York Ev ening Post of 
November 7, 1748 relayed news from Philadelphia via Boston 
that the price of wheat had fallen off in the West Indies, 
due in part to over-shipments. 
Another kind of service was given by the Hew York 
Weekly Journal when it listed the provisions of five un-
53 
known Hew York merchants salvaged out of a vessel stranded 
at Curacoa. The notice further requested that the mer-
chants concerned apply to Hendrich Plier in Curacoa or to 
Nicholas Governeur in New York. Pertinent barrel markings, 
b y which a merchant might recognize his property, were 
carefully listed in a separate column. 14 
When the government of st. Kitts passed an assize 
of bread in 1741, New York merchants were informed of new 
weight specifications by the unofficial means of 11 ••• a 
Letter from a Gentleman .•• ," printed in the Journal.l5 
The Philadelphia prints of the eighteenth century 
reflect an enlarging prosperity. The trading public must 
have taken an especial pride in the customs house figures 
of March, 1735 to March, 1736, which showed a total of 
one hundred and ninety-nine vessels entered and two hundred 
and twelve vessels cleared. As an added feature the 
Q.§,_zetk stipulated the nwnber and type of vessels entered 
and cleared from and to each of the several ports.l6 
Franklin printed similar information conc e rning the port 
14 The New York Weekly Journal, November 2, 1 7 41. 
15 1 Ibid. , :May 18, 7 41. 
1 6 The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 8 , 1736. Out of 
two hundred and twelve vessels cleared , one hundred and 
twenty-nine were bound for the Ves t Indies or other Amer-
ican ports. Only ten vessels were listed for London. 
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of Charles Town, South Carolina. Significantly this data 
ha d originally been published by Franklin's South Carolina 
partner, Lewis Timothy.l7 Such cumulative information 
became an a nnual feature of both the Pennsylvania Gazette 
and the South Carolina Gazette. Virtually without excep-
tion week to week repor ts we r e issued thl"'oughout the 
period, calling continued attention to the importance of 
shipping and trade to Phi ladelphia readers. 
very early Andrew Bradford 's Hercury began listing 
Philadelphia price currents , appare ntly without bringing 
down the wrath of merchants upon him. The week after it 
had first gone to press, the Mercury contained the Phil-
ade lphia market prices of such s tap.les as flour, breacl, 
tobacco, sugar, pork, beef, rum, mo lass es, wheat, and 
Ind ian corn. Another month saw the inclusion of listings 
in the New York and Boston rm r ke ts. 18 In l\iay of 1720 
Bradfol"'d printed the respective prices of the usual staples 
in the markets of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. 
Boston New York Philadelphia 
1Nhea t-6s Bushell - 4s to 4s 6d - 3s per Bushell 
Beef-44s per 
Barrell 
Pork-60 to 75s 
per Barrell 
Flower-24s per 
Hundred 
per Bushell 
- 30s. per - 30s. per Barre ll 
Barre ll 
- 55s to 3f per 45s per Barrell 
Barre ll 
- 12s to 13s 
per Hund. 
Bs 6d to 9s per 
Hundred •••• 19 
17The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 8 , 1736. Franklln 
here credited as his source The South Carolina Gazette. The 
data covered the pericx:l November I, 1'734 to November I, 1735. 
18 The American_ yveekl~ Mercury, December 29, 1719; 
January 26, 1720. 
19 Ibid., May 5, 1720. 
Clearly Philadelphia was the staple center of America, for 
prices were consistently lower there than elsewhere. 
A year later there was included a listing of the 
prices at Barbados, a heavy consumer of continenta l foods~ 
alongside those of New York and Philadelphia. Once again 
Philadelphia levels were lower than those of either her 
rival or her customer. 20 Since the ~azet te regularly in-
c luded a Philadelphia price list~ it may be assumed that 
speculation in the coramodities of that city was a virtual 
impossibility. 21 
Other services were rendered by the Philadelphia 
prints. In 1722 Armrew Bradford published a long letter 
s lgned by the leading merchants i n Jarnaica attesting 
n •• • the badness of the F lour~ imported here from P ennsyl-
vania for some Time past ••• the best of that Country is 
s o ld L8v idently very little was being sol~ a t 20s pe r 
Barre l in Parce l, and 25s Retail, whi l e cho ice New-York 
F lour sells daily at lOs per Barrel more •••• n22 Obv1.ously 
underselling was not always the way to wealth. ··1ha tever 
occurred thereafter, the Mercury had done Pennsylvania 
merchants a service in urging the 11Bakersn and "Packers" 
to mend their pettifogging ways. 
As was the genera l condition throughout the period, 
20 The American Weekly Mercury, Septe::nber 7, 1721. 
21 The Pennsv lvania Gazet te , Apri l 2, 1730. Afte r 
this date Philadelphia price data was regularly included. 
22 'jlhe American l;Vee kly Me rc u ry, August 16, 1722. 
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the p~id a dv ertisement and notice represented the best 
a nd most inexpensive device for giving information ab ou t 
t h e dispositi on of i mpor•ts. Franklin, perhaps more than 
any other printer, clearly saw the importance. of the ad-
v ertisement to the economic lif e of the news paper. Be -
ginn ing wi th a handful of adve r tiseme nts in 1729 the 
Gazett e on occasion contained a hundred or more by mid-
cen tury ; a supplement was someti mes printed wh ich was 
23 devoted exclusively to advertising space. A large pro-
portion of these a dvertiseme n ts had to d o with the buying 
and selling of goods i mporte d from other a r eas in the 
Western Remis phe r e. 
Among the New York traders few were ~enuine special-
ists; most me rchants handled a large var i ety of goods. 
Benjamin D 1Harrie tte, whose mercan tile activiti e s t ook him 
back and forth between Charles Town, South Carolina and 
New York , i mported a nd sold Sou t h Carolina rice between 
1733 and 1 740 . Although he depended heavily on the Caro-
lina stap~e, he was not adverse to impo r ting goods from 
other areas. In 1734 and 1735 he announced the sale of 
large shipments of West India ~ugar a t his house i n Wall 
Street . 24 
2 3 The issue of May 10, 1750 contained one hundre d 
and one adver tisements; that of June 21, 1750 contained 
ninety-eight. 
24 The New York Gazette., December 3, 1733; ,April 22, 
1734; March 11., 1735; March 11, 1740. F or further informa-
tion on the activities of the peripatetic D 1Harriet te see 
page Chapter IV. 
Like many other eighteen century printers, Henry 
de Forest of the Evening Post dealt in s everal importe d 
items . In March 1749 he gave notice of a considerable 
quantity of " ••• Palm-Oyl by the 5 Pound or less •••• 11 
Three months later he sought to sell a Bermuda negro, 
whom he had recently acquired. 2 5 On occasion he also 
sold Central American mahogany, a wood highly prized in 
the making of furniture.26 Earlier, William Bradford, 
pioneer New York publisher, had advertised the sale of 
the " ••• best Virginia Tobacco, Cut and Dryed •••• rr27 
Obadiah Wells "in the Sloot," a seller of paints 
and glass, imported and sold "New Eng land Spei.;macity," 
further attesting the specialization of New England in 
the trades of the aea.28 
A membe r of a famous New York merchant fa mily, 
stephen Bayard, i mported muscavado sugar and other West 
57 
Ind ia products, as did David Vanhorne. 2 9 The latte r also 
advertised the sale of "West India and New England Rum •••• 11 30 
Ebene zer Grant in Hanover Square handled much t he same 
products, as well as Jamaica allspice and coffee.31 
25 March 13, 1749; June 19, 1749. 
26 The New York Evening Post, August 14, 1749; 
June 10,. 1751. 
27 The New York Gazette, June 2, 1729. 
28 The New York Evening Post, August 24,. 1747. 
29 The New York Gazette, December 25, 1738. 
30 Ibid., November 28, 1748. 
-- ' 
31 The New York Evening Post, December 17, 1750. 
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Connecticut onions ~ere apparently he ld in some 
esteem, Charles Arding, a dealer in European goods~ 
selling t hem at 2 shillings per bushel or by the bunch. 32 
Other products of a distinctly specialized nature were 
South Caro lina p itch and tar, so es sential to the shipping 
trade. These were imported and announced for sale in some 
quantity by J ame s Charleton, proprietor of the inviting 
ttKnave - of-Clubs n on the New Dock. 33 
Craftsmen, as well as merchants and printers, some-
times imported commodities. A well known New York carpen-
t er , J ohn Bell, gave notice tha t he had " ••• several likely 
Young Negros (who have had the Small . P ox ) late ly brought 
from . Jaraa ica ••• , " slaves of much higher value t han those 
brought fr om Africa.34 
The executors of John Anderson, a Yankee peddler of 
Danbury, Connecticut, saw f it to insert a legal notice in 
the Gazette, there by declaring that his ffnotions" trade in 
New York had been of some significance.35 
The advertis ernen ts in New York prints might seem to 
indicate that fewer American goods were imported into that 
c ity than was the case with either Boston or -Newport. To 
32 The New York Weekly Journal, September 18, 1738. 
33 Ibid., July 21, 1740. 
3 4 Ibid ;~ 'I ;1da:DC'h 26, 1739 
35 The New York Gazette, March 31, 1740. 
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a certain extent the dearth of advertisements may be 
attributed to the fact that the Province of New York was 
much more self sufficient than were the colonies of New 
England. Yet the advertisement of imported products in 
Pennsylvania, a colony as economically independent as 
was New York, was an important feature of the Philadel-
phia prints. To a large extent the difference may be 
attributed to the greater size and importance of Philadel-
phi a. Another factor to be cons ide red was the skill and 
business acumen of the printers in the Q.uaker City, of 
wh om the irrepressible Franklin was outstanding. .Penn-
s ylvania merchants apparently imported and sold more 
diverse products in greater quantities than did their New 
York fellows. Such business was clearly stimulated by the 
newspaper advertising medium, a habit widely indulged in 
by Philadelphia traders. 
A number of Philadelphia merchants counted heavily 
on the products imported from neighboring provinces. Andrew 
Bradford, Philadelphia's first newspaper man, carried on an 
ext ensive business aside from his publishing work. In 1721 
he gave notice of the sale of "Barbadoes Rum.n36 Several 
years later he advertised a choice parcel of rice and 
dressed deer skins from South Carolina.37 Again, he 
announced that he had for sale " ••• very good New York Bea-
ver Hats •••• n38 Such versatility was not unusual in the 
36 The American Weekly Mercury, May 25, 1721. 
37 Ibid., January 9, 1728. 
38 Ibid., May 20, 1731. 
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Philadelphia scheme of things. Franklin, whose commercial 
activities seemed limitless, personally handled innumer-
able products for distant traders. For his own part he 
dabbled periodically in the coastwise trade; i mporting 
n~ckerel from New England, palm oil from the lands of the 
south, and an occasional negro slave from the West Indies.39 
Peter Boynton dealt in such diverse commodities as 
South Carolina negroes and New England hops.40 Somewhat a 
"Jack-of-all-trades, u John Breintnall, cut New England 
whale bone and sold West India cowskin whips, as well as 
dealing occasionally in imported slaves.41 During the 
1740's Nathaniel Allen, Jr._, a specialist of a sort, ga ve 
notice from time to time that he had lately brought into 
t he province Carolina reed " ••• fit for Fis b.ing Rods or 
S t ayma k ers ••.• u 42 
William Norton advertised a number of New England 
pr oducts . '·' ••• New England Rum, Train Oyl, Makre l, pickel' s 
Lobsters and Samr!l.on, Wha le-bone, leather Chairs, riding 
Chairs, red and purple Oalf-8kins •••• tt43 
39 The Pennsylvania Gazette, Mary 4, 1749; August 
24, 1749. 
40 The American Weekly Mercury, October 10, 1723; 
The Pennsylvania Gazette, March 20, 1729. 
1736. 
41 The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 1, 1735; March 4, 
42 Ibid., May 9, 1745; March 28, 1749. 
43 Ibid., SepteriDer 9 , 1742. 
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Early the craft of New England chairmakers was i m-
ported and advertised in the ~uaker City prints. 44 Appar-
ently New England chairs competed favorably with thos e 
made in Philadelphia, for Plunket Fleeson, upholsterer in 
Chestnut Street, gave notice that since, 
.•• People have been often d isappointed and i m-
pos 'c. upon by Master Chair Makers in this City, to 
the Prejudice of his Part of that Business, by 
Encouraging the Importation of Boston Chairs, Lhi7 
Has engaged and for many Months employed several 
of the best Chair Makers in the Province •..• 45 
Whether or not Fleeson succeeded in recapturing a portion 
of the Phi ladelphia market, New England chairs continued 
to be imported until the end of the period, attesting the 
successful attempt of New England craftsmen to invade a 
distant market.46 
Another New England product, Rhode Island cheese, 
was advertised for a number of years by several Philadel -
phia merchants.47 Horses also became an exportable spe c-
ialty of southern New England. One Mrs. Roberts, pro-
prietor of a downtown Philadelphia coffee house, listed 
the sale of '' .•• a strong Connecticut horse ••.• n48 
44 The Pennsylvania Gazette, January 11, 1739. 
Advertisement of Reese Me redith. 
45 Ibid., May 10, 1744. 
46 Ibid., August 27, 1752. Adv. of Andrew Reed. 
47 Ibid., George Brownell, December 30, 1735. Since 
Brownell was-i schoo l teacher and a sometime resident of New 
England, he might well have known one or more Newport mer-
chants personally. Bartho lomew Penrose, November 9, 1738. 
Morris Morgan, March 20, 1750. 
48 Ibid., February 13, 1750. 
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Although Penns y lvania had severa l iron works, some 
iron was imported from Virginia. Nicholas Reddish adver-
tised for sale by the ton or in smaller quantity at thirty 
' t " n I i 1 d f Vi . i A k k p ounas per on ••• oar ron, m x o rgln a . ceo e c , 
and Principio Iron LPennsylvani~, which makes it something 
harder than Princ:lpio Iron alone.n49 
And Thomas Shute, Jr., who trave lled frequently be -
twe en Pennsylvania and South Carolina, acted as Philadel-
phia agent for the firm of Merckley and Shute in Charles 
Town, COilS tant importers of Philadelph ia produce. He 
adver tised the sale of oranges, potatoes , and sole leather, 
undoubtedly i mported trJ.rough the family firm in the south-
er.n ci ty.50 Salt, the most importan t eighteenth century 
preservative, was imported from the West Indies and sold 
in some quantity by Jame s Mackay, a Front Street merchant.51 
By 1750 Philadelphia had become the busiest trading 
cente r in North America. To a certain extent the quicken-
ing tempo of commercial activities at that bustling mart 
49 The Pennsylvania Gazette , May 18, 1738. Actually 
Pennsy lvania exported a great deal more iron to the other 
colonies t h an it imported from them. In 1752, for example , 
forty-six hund red tons of bar and rod iron we r e s h ipped out 
of :Pennsylvania ports, chiefly to the other colonies. See 
Victor Selden Clark, History of Manufactures · in the United 
States, 1607-1860 (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 
for the Carnegie Institut ion of VEashington, 1929), . I, 115. 
50 The Penns v1vania Gazette, November 5, 1747. 
51 Ibid., November 14 , 1734. 
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can be attributed to the large amount of space in the 
public prints devoted to mercantile advertisements and 
news. The excellent _ hiladelphia newspapers of the period 
facilitated the exchange of a great vari e ty of intercolonial 
products on a scale unheard of in 1700. 
The newspapers served merchant and consumer in a 
number of other ways. In orde r to facilitate intercolonial 
trade Thomas White of Market Stree t, Philadelphia, a seller 
of European goods, gave notice that he exchanged Bennsyl-
vania money for Maryland money.52 
On occasion a travelling merchant gave notic e through 
t he public prints that he would attempt to collect long 
ov e r due debts i n distant parts, for which trouble he might 
expect someth ing f or his pains . An a nonymous traveller 
issued such a general notice in the New York Evening P ost 
of February 25, 1751: 
Whereas a certain Andrew Lyne of Maryland, about 
two Years since bought some goods in Boston and 
Rhode-Island, for wh ich he has not paid; if his 
Creditors incline to be paid, they may by applying 
to the Printer hereof be i1~ormed of a Person who 
is going to Maryland , (is acquainted wi t..1. the said 
Lyne) and will endeavour to recover said Debts for 
the m. 
Obviously the 1~meless merchant believed that the said New 
England creditors would have access to the Ev ening Post, 
for no r eappearance of the notice in the papers of t ha t 
area has been discussed. 
52 The Pen:rlS ylvania Gazette, Ii'ebruary 13, 1750. 
Sometimes a l egal notice refle cted intercolonial 
trading ac tivities. When Harman Stout of Curacao , West 
Indi es d ied, his executor, Andrew Barclay, rt1Jferchan t i n 
Cura cao, 11 requested the creditors and d e btors of the de -
ceased in New York to submit their balances. Again the 
newspaper repres ented the best existing agency for the 
settlement of such distant commerci a l affairs.53 Much 
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more f r equently merch ants for legal and financial reasons 
announc ed their i ntended removal. In 1734 Rob e rt and 
'i'lalter Curries stated that they wer e removing immedia tely 
to Rhode Island. S ince the notice a ppeared only once 1 t h e 
Curries' departure seemingly was an especially hasty one .54 
Usua lly such notices ran for three or mOI'e issues, giving 
a ll concerned ample tiroo to s e ttle old a cc ounts. In 1746 
Danie l Mandus de Castro, Lancaster trader, gave notice i n 
the Gazette t hat he intended for Curacoa by way of Philadel -
phia or New York . Evidently he sought to stre ngthe n bus i -
ness or persona l tie s enrout e to his new place of abode. 55 
Ano ther Pennsylvanian, Robert Bolton Of Philadelphia, wait e d 
until a f ter his remova l to nearby Maryland to issue a notic e 
53 The New York v ening Post, August 7, 1749. 
54 Tne New York Gazette, July 22, 1734 . It n~y be 
tha t these a dvertisers owe d others more than was owed t he m. 
Certainly t hey gave their cred itors and d eb tors, i f they 
had any of t h e lat ter , very little time to submit their 
ba l anc es . 
55 The Pennsylvania Gazett e, Novembe r 27, 1 746. 
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to his old debtors by means of his Philadelphia attorney, 
John Ross. 56 
Many removals were not intended to be pePmanent. In 
1749 James Lynch, merchant late ly from St. Christophers, 
announced " ••. t h at he designs for said is land soon, and 
desires all persons inde bted to him to pay im..me d iately •••. n 
Very propably said Lynch engaged in business activities 
during his brief stay on the continent . 57 A few years 
later VVi lliam Clampffer, Philadelphia importer, voiced his 
intention to ~oyage to · Jamaica for a period, after which 
further notices did not appear until some sixteen months 
later . Then, back at his old Philadelphia stand, Clampffer 
announc ed the sale of Eur opean goods; he had had ample time 
to carry out his intended business voyage in leisurely 
fashion. 5 8 
A legal notice of removal might take yet another 
form . In 1741 John Smith, formerly a merchant in New York, 
issued a statement from his new place of business in 
Rochester, New Hampshire that his wi~e, E lizabeth had re-
mained in New York rather than g ive u p the pleasures of that 
r e latively cosmopolitan center for the simpler charms of a 
56 The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 18, 1738. 
57 Ibid., March 28, 1749. 
5 8 Ibid., January 9, 1753. 
59 
s w.a 11 Yankee community. 
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I•'inally a notice might involve a changing business 
relationship. Such an announcement was gi ven of the dis-
solving of a long standing partnership between Sankey 
Hainsworth and Robert Hamilton of New York. No doubt in 
an effort to reach customers in distant parts, said part-
ners issued their advertisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette: 
"· •• all persons that have any bills, notes, or demands 
against the said co-partnership, are desired to apply to 
Sankey Hainsworth, in order to have them settled and dis-
charged •.•• n60 
REAL ESTATE 
The prints of the middle colonies, as well as those 
of New England~ devoted considerable space t o real estate 
promotion and sales. Espec:tally pPominent in the New YoPk 
papers were a dvePtisements of the intended sale o:f property 
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Despite the proximity and 
i mportance of the Philadelphia }:H"ess, Samue 1 Shannan of New-
Castle saw fit to publicize two tracts of land in lower 
P ennsylvania in the New Yorl{ Gazette of October 12, 1730. 
Several y ears later Job Goodr~n in Chestnut Street, ~hil­
adelphia, announced to readers of the New York Gazette that 
59 T11.e New Yorlc ·weekly Journal, November 30, 1741. 
60 The Pennsylvania Gaz e tte, February 19, 1754. 
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he had for sale u .•• a plantation t wo Mi l es from t he City of 
Phi ladelphia, containing 330 Acres of good Land, 200 Acres 
there of being Wooded and Timbered , the rest Mead ow and 
o ther Clear Land; whereon there is a good Brick House, a 
g ood Barn, Stable, and other Out-houses ••.• n61 In 1738 
John Danby solicited for a brewer among the reade rs of the 
Gazette for "· •• the Lease of the Brew-House at the back of 
the Tun-Tavern in Water-Street, .fin Philadelphi~ •••• u62 
Facilitie s for the bak ing trad e, locat ed at Raritan 
Landing in New J e rs ey, were similarly declared through the 
pages of the New York Evening Post.63 And the name of the 
• 
ubiqui tous Ben Pranklin was given as t he Philadelphia agent 
for Sarah Janeway's store near Raritan.64 Another Jersey 
own er, one Samuel Rogers of Monmouth County, listed the 
sale of two good bolting mills in the Post Boy " ••• one of 
which makes choice good Flour for either the New York or 
Philadelphia Market, and can be trans ported with equally the 
same Charge •••• tt65 
Throughout the period the Pennsylvania papers a nnoun-
ced the sale of' out-of-colony real estate, especially a 
61 March 28, 1736. 
62 August 7, 1738. 
63 January 20, 1746. 
64 The New York Vl:eekly Post Boy, August 31, 1747 . 
65 Ibid., Barch 19, 1744. 
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number of large plantations in Virginia. In all proba-
bi lity plantation owners felt that the wide distribution 
of such a paper as the Gazette, together with the relatively 
high standard of wealth of Pennsylvanians in gene ral, might 
make such advertising worthwhile. 
Tracts of Virginia land ranging from five hundred and 
thirty-eight to twenty-one thousand acres wer e listed in 
Franklin's p~er between 1741 and 1754, usua lly specifying 
particular a dvantages and improvements in detail, when such 
existed.66 One well-known Virginia ge:ntryman, Lord Fairfax , 
issued a warning to the Mess ieurs Dougherty, former custom-
ers of his, threatening to seize their holdings if they did 
not intend to pay quitrents on some four hundred acres.67 
At least two Philadelphia merchants had large hold-
ings of their own to the southward. William Bingham, known 
in the Quaker province as an importer of European goods, 
advertised the sale of 11 ••• 500 Acres of Land at the Forks 
f D 1 2000 i Vi . i d 1250 c T.lf tt68 o e aware, n rgln a, an on ape .,.ay .••• 
Another trad er of some note, Isaac Greenleafe, gave notice 
of the sale of two thousand acres on the York 'River, Vir-
ginia, as well as other extensive ho l dings in Pennsylvania 
66 The Pennsylvania Gazette, July 23, 1741; December 
14, 1744; February 12, 1745; April 18, 1751; September 5, 
1754. 
67 Ibid., June 28, 1750. 
68 Ibid., April 4, 1745. 
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and New J e rsey.69 
A Maryland owner, George Rock , noti fi ed subscribers 
to Fra nklin's paper of his d esign to sell land , along with 
" ••• a til l i ng forge, being a ve r y va luable engine, for 
drawing rod iron, plating saws, frying pa ns or hoes, and 
sundry others, the only one allowed to be in Maryland •••• 11 '70 
Large scale hold ings in land poor North Carolina were 
also advertised in Philadelphia, James McManus on Tar River 
listing t ¥renty-three tracts of land 11 ••• to be sold together 
or i n parcels •••• n'71 
In 1'753 Joseph Shute, sometime resident of South 
Carolina, then living in Ph i l adelphia, gave n otic e of a vast 
tract of t wo hundred and <thirteen thousand acres, the prop-
e rty of James Hamil ton, Esquire. He asserted that h e had 
ful l authority to sell the do~tin in p ortions, f urther spec -
ifying that he had several thousand acres of his own to dis -
pose of there. Shute, wi th h i s broad intercolonia l back-
ground, was an ideal agent f or the said Hamilton, in the 
latter ' s effort to convert his estate into ready money . 72 
The fo llowing year ( 1 '75 ·1 ) t he evidence of Virginia 
speculation in western lands was mirrored in the P ennsylvania 
Gazette, when that paper reprinted a s cheme from the Virginia 
69 The Pennsylvania Gazette , January 8 , 1 '751. 
'70 Ibid., Ja nuary 21, 1'752 . 
'7l Ibid., April 23, 1'752. 
'72 I bid ., June '7, 1'753. 
Gazette for the securing of lands i n the Ohio r egion on 
easy terms. 73 
70 
The n ews paper was utilized i n another capacity to 
fac ilitate t h e exchange of property. On occasion a notice 
was published in order to d iscover the heir to l and in dis-
tan t parts. This occurre d when Johan Pietersen Vesser and 
John Pieter Pfess e r, merchants at Surinam, conrr.1issioned 
Lod ewyk Bempe r i n Ne w York to enquire the wherea bouts of 
one J a cobus Gerardus De Bach er 1 since the last named had 
inherited a large estate in that island fr om his mother.74 
How much property actually changed hands in the s e v-
eral colonies as a direct result of newspaper a dvertising 
cann ot be determine d. Nevertheless, there can be little 
doubt that the New York and Pennsy lvania prints h e lped i m-
measurably to promote such activity. 
CURRENCY 
Expanding intercolon ial comroo rcial activities create d 
a need for a systematized and e nlarged medium of exchange. 
Chronic shortages of currency led directly to the floating 
of numerous issues of d ebased money in many of the provinc es. 
As a result existing valuations usually varied from colony 
to colony. All too rarely some degree of stabilization 
73 The Virginia Gazette, May 10, 1754 ; The Pennsyl -
van i a Gazette, August 8, 1754. 
74 The New York Evening P ost, August 28 , 1749 . 
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happily occurred. In 1721 !ndrew Bradford declared to his 
readers rt ••• that Cop per Half-pence a nd Farthings are taken 
and received by the Shopkeepers and Traders in New-York, 
and at the same Rates as they pass in New-Jersey, Rhode-
Is land, etc. n75 
Wi th much greater frequency the papers contained 
various and sundry panaceas for the economic salvation of 
the several colonies, tend e red usually by amateur economists. 
In 1750 the government of Massachusetts burned a quantity of 
cheap money in a vain effort to achieve stability. Faced 
with similar problems the newspapers of the provinces to the 
south followed the activities of the Bay Colony with consid-
erable interest.76 Several months later, when it had become 
clear that the general p roblem had not been resolved, the 
prints of the mi dd le colonies car ried an extract of a let ter 
from a Bostonian to a native of New York. In it the writer 
affirmed that hoarding was the basic evil of the currency 
problem. After some weeks the letter c ame home to roost; it 
was reprinted in the News Letter. Th is paper added to the 
l e t ter , no doubt as a public service, a full coluran on the 
variations in value of the bills of the several provinces, 
New Hampshire through Pe nnsylvania. 77 
75 The American Weekly Mercury, February 14, 1721. 
76 The New York Ev ening Post, April 30, 1750; The 
Pennsylvania Gazette, May 3, 1750; The South Carolina 
Gazette , July 9, 1750. 
77 The Pennsylvania Gazette, Nov ember 29, 1750; The 
Boston We ekly News Letter, December 20, 1750. 
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Such extensive coverage must certainly have fos tered 
an awareness, at least among thoughtful people, that the 
basic economic problem was far more involved and general in 
scope than any letter to the editor credited it to be. 
C JMMERC IAL Lor TERIES 
Lotteries were another important business medium in 
the middJe colonies. The prints of that area helped both 
to promote lottery sales and later to circulate the numbers 
of winning tickets. I•/Iany of these lotteries had no motive 
other than the enriching of an individual, a city, or a 
province at the ex p e nse of the general public, tickets being 
sold in l arge numbers throughout the several provinces. A 
number of such lotteries were advertised in the intercolonial 
press. In 1727 John Stevens of Amboy , New Jers ey ran a 
lottery, the prizes of which were value d at five hundred and 
one pounds and consisted of a nQrnber of wrought silver and 
gold pie ces. The wor k, including a t ea pot, tea spoons, and 
a skiinme r and tongs, had been done by Sime on Soumain , a 
S.k illed me tal worker in New York. Tickets in various price 
ranges we re sold by Andrew Bradford in Philadelphia and 
Samuel Clowes in Jamaica, as well as t he aforeme ntioned 
Stevens and Sournain.78 
On one occas i on the New York Ev e ning Post carried a 
78 The New York Gaze tte, April 17, 1727. 
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b it of doggerel in the form of a semi-serious appeal to 
all those subscribers who had lost money when the ope rator 
of a private lottery had defaulted at Rhode Island; 
On Col ---1 P----d -----ns Lottery 
He re lies, and h ere's likely to lie after all the Trouble , 
Coln---1 P-- --d ----n's Lottery, which was but a B-ble: 
You Gentlemen Adventurers, who have put down your Cash, 
Don't be uneasy, since 'twas Charity made you so rash : 
Remember what you gave for your Tickets, its call'd old 
Stuff, 
At six and a ha lf, then seven, now no more but a Puff: 
(~uery) if it be not best for all conc e rn'd by Consent, 79 To send in our RequestJ to the R---- Island Parliament. 
Tickets for publi c lotteries were a lso widely distr.'ib-
uted. In 1726 a lottery for the bener·i t of the town of New -
castle) Pennsylvania was advertised in Bradford 's Mercury, 
tickets being sold by Dr. Reily at Newcastle, Andrew Brad-
ford at Philadelphia, and Yvilliam Bradford at New York. 8 0 
Twenty years later whe n a public lotter y involving some 
twenty-two thousand pounds was h eld in New York, the omni _.,. 
present Franklin a dvertised its particulars as Philadelphia 
d is tributor. 81 
In 1748 the City of Phila del 'Jhia began a s eri es of 
i mposing lotteries. Again Pranklin 1 s far - reaching cornrae rc i al 
influence was clear, for both brother James in Newport a nd 
ne phew John in Cornhill acted as New EnglanGl. agents. 82 One 
7 9 The New York Evening Post 1 July 29, 1751. 
80 The Americ a n Vle ekly Mercury, November 3, 1726. 
81 The Pennsylva n i a Gaz e tte, May 8 , 1746 . 
82 The Boston Weekly P ost Boy, Au gust l, 1748; The 
Boston Evening Post, September 5, 1748; The Bost on Gazet te 1 
Oc tober 11, 1748 . 
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Walter Dulany, of the famous Maryland trading family, sold 
tickets throughout the year 1748. 83 In all probability 
tickets could be procured in nearby New York, since intel-
ligence, in the form of general news items, concerning 
such informa t1 on as the date of drawing was made available 
to the readers of the Weekly Journal.84 The newspapers of 
the middle colonies certainly proved to be an inestimable 
boon in the launching and carrying out of intercolonial 
lotteries. 
Th~ by means of the news and advertising col~, 
a lively and competitive press in both New York and Phil-
adelphia promoted the natural and growing tendency to ex-
change goods and services on an intercolonial basis. Such 
a paper as Franklin's Gazette certainly aided Philadelphia 
appreciably in becoming the foremost commercial center in 
eighteenth century America. And the other papers printed 
in New York and Philadelphia made important contributions 
to the conspicuous position of the middle colonies in the 
intercolonial scheme of trade. 
83 The Maryland Gazette, January 27, 1748; July 20, 
1748; October 19, 1748. 
84 The New York Weekly Journal, March 20, '1749. 
CHAPTI!~R IV 
TRADE AND TRADERS: THE PLANTING PROVINCES 
Each of the several colonies of Maryland, Virginia, 
the Carolinas, Georgia, and the British West Indies came 
to specialize in the planting of one or more crops, usual-
ly involving extensive cultivation. Although Maryland and 
Virginia raised large amounts of the staples of the middle 
colonies, wheat, Indian corn, pork, and beef, increasing 
attention was given to the growing of tobacco on a large 
scale. Throughout the period the tobacco provinces ex-
ported considerable amounts of their food surpluses, es.-
pecially southward to South Carolina, Georgia, and the 
sugar islands, and occasionally northward into New England. 
Most of the tobacco raised was shipped directly to Great 
Britain, there to be subject to the vicissitudes of a 
fluctuating market. A considerably smaller quantity was 
marketed in the Western Hemisphere. Nevertheless, Virginia 
and Maryland had stakes in the coastwise trade, importing 
sundry goods from the colonies to the north and south. 
North C~rolina, South Carolina, and Georgia raised 
some foodstuffs of their own, particularly cattle and hogs. 
Yet these provinces were more dependent than were Virginia 
and Maryland upon the middle colonies and New England, the 
former for. wheat, flour, and bread, and the latter for the 
- - - ---
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transportation service. Concentrating their attention on 
the raising of rice, naval stores, and, toward the end o~ 
the period, indigo, the planters of South Carolina imported 
large quantities of breadstuffs from New York and Pennsyl-
vania. Specialization also involved a limited dependence 
upon certain products of craft-skills such as New England 
chairs and axes and Philadelphia beer. 
Most dependent of all the American colonies were the 
sugar islands of the West Indies, whose economy would have 
broken down without the fish, flour, beef, and pork imported 
in great quantities, and largely in northern vessels, from 
continental America. The utter dependence of the sugar 
islands sometimes carried its own reaction. Knowing the 
constant needs of sugar growers, northern shippers on occa-
sion flooded the market with staples; at one time flour was 
imported into the West Indies in such great quantity that 
much of it lay unsold and rotting in the warehouses there. 
The news of the glutted markBt was relayed from Philadelphia 
to Boston and from thence to New York, where it was printed 
in the Evening Post as a public service. 1 
Undoubtedly the prints of the several colonies helped 
immeasurably in the transfer of such necessities as flour, 
bread, biscuit, meat, and fish, as well as many commodities 
of a less essential nature, such as New England lobsters 
1 The New York Evening Post, November 7, 1748. 
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a nd Barbados rum . 
Willi am Parks, the original printer of the Maryland 
Gazette, on infreq uent occasioP~ l i sted the current prices 
of the Philadelphia market, co~ne rcial center f or all Amer -
ica. He d id so on July 1, 1729, including the costs of' 
such items a s whea t, Indian corn, flour, sugar, molass e s, 
rice, tobacco , pork, pitch, and tar. Some f i ve years later 
he again prin ted the ~uaker City prices, this time with sev-
eral Wes t India a ddi tions, ginger, cotton, allspice, and 
salt. 2 
Beginning i n 1734 the Gazet te often included the 
cus tomhous e data at the Por t of' Annapol i s. The usual in-
forma t ion was listed, the name and the type of' vessel, the 
master's name, and the source or destination.3 This prac-
t i c e was continued when Jonas Green resUscitated the Mary-
land paper in 1745.4 
:F' or the most part the Maryla nd Gazette d i d not afford 
t he extensive coverage of the Boston, Ne w York, or Philadel-
phia prints. Tl~s ma y have been due in part to the fact 
that the province was particular•ly well served by the more 
urbane ~hi ladelphia press, at f irst the ~ercury, and later 
t he Gazette and Journal. 
2 September 27, 1 734. 
3 The Maryland Gaz ett~, July 19, 1734; August 2, 1734; 
August 9, 1734. 
4 Ibid., July 26, 1745; Se ptember 27, 1745; October 4, 
1745. 
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In 1736 William Parks, transferring his energies 
from Annapolis to Williamsburg, began printing the Virginia 
Gazette. Only sporadically did he deign to li~t prices in 
distant marts. In October, 1737 he printed a Philadelphia 
price list already over five weeks old. Later he published 
a two months old listing from Boston, which could hardly 
have been of much use as a barometer by which one might 
measure current trends in trade. 5 Only on occasion did 
Parks print the prices of goods in the several Virginia 
river and seacoast ports, such as the issue of November 23, 
1739, which included the prices of rum, molasse~, and sugar 
at Norfolk. Parks' successor in Williamsburg, William 
Hunter, sometimes printed the data from several Virginia 
centers in a single issue.6 
However, exceptional coverage of an intensive nature 
was rendered by printer-publisher Parka. By the 1740's 
the Gazette was listing, along with the usual intelligence 
concerning all vessels clearing and entering at the several 
ports of Virginia, the specific cargo data for each vessel, 
regardless of its source or destination. 
Cited as entering at Hampton, for example, was the, 
1738. 
Sloop Little Molly, Carawford Conner, Philadelphia. 
11 Tierce a of Loaf Sugar 
50 Barrells Flour 
25 Barrells and 25 i Barrells Bread 
7 Barrells Beer 
5 Barrels Linseed Oil 
5 The Virginia Gazette, October 28, 1737; January 20, 
6 Ibid., October 27, 1752. 
4 Tons Iron 
1 Tierce Gammons 
1 Hogshead, . 1 Chest Leathe7 
40 Barrells of Prize Sugar. 
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The publishing of such detailed information, together with 
quarterly cumulative summaries, gave the reader of the 
Gazette an excellent view of the trends existing in the 
coastwise trade. Nowhere else in America was such data 
vouchsafed to readers of ' a public paper. 
By means of such specific information the reader 
could follow the activities of a vessel, at least until it 
dropped out of the ken of the customs officials. A case in 
point was the Sloop Hampstead, Alexander Mar:,hall, master. 
On October 21, 1745 the Hampstead ·cleared for Boston out of 
the "Upper District of the James River." Aboard her were 
nearly seventeen hundred bushel8 of wheat. A month and one 
half later she entered the same customs house, listed as 
11 from Boa ton" and laden with: 
••• one Plough, 10 Hogsheads of Rum, 1 Bag of Hops, 
4 Tierces of Molasses, 7 Barrels of Train Oil, 40 
Dozen of Axes, 3 Barrels of Cranberries, 1 Tierce of 
Loaf Sugar, 2 Dozen Iron Pots, 4 Sets of Cart Boxes, 
2 Casks and 5 Cheeses, 6000 Bricks, 1 Qui~til of Cod, 
a 2 wheel Chaise, and a orne wooden ware •••• a 
In February, after waiting out the fiercest part of the 
winter, the Hampstead again cleared, this time for Barbados, 
carrying, 11 ••• 249 barrella of pork, 50 staves, 30 barrels ~ 
of corn, 6,730 shingles, 4 barre l s of lard, 11 boxes of 
7 The Virginia Gazette, May 9, 1745. 
8 Ibid., January 9, 1746. 
.I 
candles, and 21 hams of bacon •••• n 9 Without laying over 
very long at Barbados she returned to Virginia, entering 
the Upper James on May 2, and laden with staples of the 
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sugar islands, sixty-five barrels of sugar, two hogsheads, 
forty-one tierces, and thirteen barrels of rum. 10 Appar-
ently Captain Marshall had found a ready market for Indian 
corn in the islands, for the following month he again 
cleared for Barbados, his hold stowed with some eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight bushels of Virginia corn and one 
solitary barrel of tobacco.ll 
Other vessels specialized in the coasting trade to 
a considerable extent. In July of 1739 Captain John Nelson's 
Thomas and T~ entered into the York River from North 
Carolina with a diversity of "Lubberland" produce. Among 
the barrels of tar, turpentine, rice, pork, oil, tallow, 
bees and myrtle wax, deer skins, butter, and beef, were 
listed forty-five pairs of mill stones, a specialty which 
was a product of geologic change as well as North Carolina 
ingenuity. Some two months later Captain Nelson's vessel 
cleared for North Carolina with a cargo of pork, beef, rum, 
sugar, atone-ware, Virginia iron, and British aundries. 12 
9 The Virginia Gazette, May 29, 1746. 
lO Ibid., July 3, 1746. 
11 Ibid., July 3, 1746. 
12 Ibid., November 2, 1739. 
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Another coaster, the Brigantine Nassau, plied a trade be-
tween New England and the James River.l3 
\~en William Hunter assumed the job of resurrecting 
the Virginia Gazette in 1751, he deleted the lading data 
from the custom house news. No explanation was given, al-
though it may have been that Virginia business men found 
such public intelligence embarrassing in the face of their 
retail rates •14 
Beginning in 1734 Lewis Timothy of the South Carolina 
Gazette listed the amount of home grown staples exported 
from Charles Town each week. This system was continued 
under the proprietorship of his successors, his wife and his 
son, Peter. The following year, 1735, the Gazette listed 
the total amount of Carolina produce shipped out between 
November, 1734 and November, 1735, including rice, beef, 
pork, naval stores, and deer sklns. 15 Almost twenty years 
later the Gazette announced that seventy-seven thousand 
barrels, twanty-two hundr ed barrels, and one hundred and 
eighty-six bags of rice had been exported betwee..'Yl November 
--·- --------
13 The Virginia Gazette, January 5, 1738; March 16, · 
1738. 
14 Another possibility was that customs officials, 
faced with a booming smuggling trade, might have thought it 
indiscreet to publish such intelligence any longer. 
15 The South Carolina Gazette, November 8, 1735. This 
issue included an account of the exportation of the above-
mentioned items, year by year, from November 1, 1724. 
1, 1751 and November 1, 1752, an increase of about sixty 
thousand barrels.l6 
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At the same time, along with the current price list-
ings at Charles Town, the Timothys periodically reprinted 
those of Philadelphia, paying particular heed to the cost 
of wheat, meat, and r1ce. 17 · In this way specialization was 
both marked and furthered through the pages of the South 
Carolina paper. What am.ount of Carolina produce was 
shipped overseas and what amount was sent to other American 
colonies cannot be readily asce r tained. Evi dence in the 
prints of the northern colonies shows that a sizable amount 
was consigned to New York, Philadelphia, and New England. 
On the other hand, there ·can be little doubt that South 
Carolina relied heavily on the colonies to the northward 
for a number of basic foods. The dependencE~ of that colony 
as regards imports from Pennsylvania was lamented by 
''Mercator," who attributed the scarcity of butter and beef 
in Charles Town to fluctuating prices n ••• by which the 
Owners were so great Loosers by the Trade •••• nl8 A vir-
tually complete need to import northern breadstuffs was 
mirrored in Peter Timothy 1 s statement of July 2, 1741, 
" ••• we are at present (in this Town) entirely without Flour 
16 The South Carolina Gazette, November 6, 1752. 
17 Ibid., May 24, 1735. This was the first such entry. 
18 Ibid., April 2, 1737. 
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or Bread of any Sort, so that if our good Neighbours at 
Philadelphia and New-York do not speedily supply us, we 
are likely to continue so •••• nl9 Between November 1, 1753 
and November 1, 1754 Charles Town imported some three 
thousand, seven hundred and fifty-two barrels and three 
hundred and thirty three kegs of flour, as well as three 
hundred and forty-one "barrels of northward beer,~ attest-
ing the increasing southward flow of those :~ taples into the 
plantation province.20 
So important was the import-export news to the trading 
element of Charles Town, that an account of the goods passing 
annually through Charles Town, George Town, and Port Royal 
was printed and sold for five shillings by Lewis Timothy and 
Robert Raper, the latter a customs official.21 
Information advantageous to seller and buyer alike 
was dispensed with a free hand by the several southern 
prints. During a year disastrous for the extent of piracy 
along the Atlantic coast, the South Carolina Gazette relayed 
the intelligence that two vessels, one from New England, the 
other from Philadelphia, had lately been "taken" off Virginia. 
Continuing in an acid vein, the editor asse Jrted " ••• we hear 
nothing of the valiant Virginia Knight in whose Province all 
19 The South Carolina Gazette, July :~, 1741. 
20 Ibid., November 7, 1754. 
21 Ibid., February 23, 1738. 
this Mischief was done, but have reason to think he was 
safe in his Creek."22 
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In 1745 one William Morgan, heir to a famous buccan-
eering surname, issued a formal intention to prosecute all 
concerned in an accusation that he had comm:ltted piracy 
against the Sloop Polly of New York. Reade1:os of the Vir-
ginia Gazette were told in no uncertain terms that the said 
Morgan was no enemy of the coasting trade, at least by his 
own admission.23 
A diversity of products was imported into Maryland 
and Virginia thro'ughout the period. Since both colonies 
raised pork and wheat, and both had iron mills and some 
manufactures, there was a stronger element of self-sufficiency 
in the tobacco provinces than that which characterized South 
Carolina or Georgia. Some foodstuffs were imported, chiefly 
from Pennsylvania and New York, while West India sugar and 
rwn entered Annapolis and Norfolk in rather large quanti-
ties. 
In 1729 Captain Gordon of Annapolis advertised in 
Parka' Maryland Gazette that he had " ••• lately imported from 
New York, a Quantity of Ship-Bread, Flour, Butter, Strong 
Beer, Lime-Juice, Chocolate, Cod-Fish, Florence Oyl, New 
22 The South Carolina Gazette, February 13, 1742. 
23 The Virginia Gazette, November 21, 1745. 
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Hops, Ruggs, Blankets, Jamaica Rum and Musquevado Sugar •••• rr24 
Some years later William Govane, a prominent Annap-
olis trader announced the sale of " ••• Choice Barbadoes Rum, 
New-England Ditto:,: Muscevado Sugar, Coffe, Iron Pots, Iron 
Skillets, New-England Soap in small Boxes, Train Oil, Rush-
bottom Chairs •••• n25 Among other Annapolis importers, both 
Stephen Mason and Henry Donaldson sold quantities of rum, 
sugar, and molasses, products of the plantations of Barba-
dos. 26 One Samuel Soumaier handled "choice New-England 
Hop" at one shilling, six pence, while his neighbor, Samuel 
Middleton, sold the ever-present Rhode Island cheese.27 
Once again printing afforded an opening for sundry 
mercantile activities, for Jonas Green, proprietor of the 
second Maryland Gazette, listed a newly made brigantine 
suitable for the "West Indies trade.n28 
Since the economic basis in both Maryland and Vir-
ginia was the plantation, no large merchant; group bearing 
comparison with those in Philadelphia and New York devel-
oped. Nevertheless the coastwise trade was an important 
feature of the Virginia economy, and the ability to market 
24rhe Maryland Gazette, April 1, 1729. 
25 Ibid., December 21, 1748. There can be little 
doubt that the pots, skillets, train oil, 1md chairs were 
products of New England specialized skill. 
26 Ibid., December 17, 1728; June 17, 1728. 
27 Ibid., October 4, 1745; May 13, 1746. 
28 Ibid., November 9, 1748. 
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.food surpluses helped to offset worsening condi tiona in the 
overseas tobacco trade. Shortly after William Parks began 
printing the Virginia Gazette, the following notice, under-
signed by the new governor of Georgia, was inserted in its 
pages: 
Great encouraging will be given Merchants to trade 
to Georgia, if they send any kind of P:rovisions. 
Pork will sell for 35s Sterling per Barrell 
Beef f1or 30s. 
Wheat for 3s6d. per Bushell 
Indian Corn for ls.6d. 
Flour for 12s6d. per Hundred 
Tobacco for 5d. per Pound •••• 29 
The notice further asserted that pilots would always be 
ready to attend vessels at the several river :mouths. Such 
a demand must have fallen off sharply, once the infant col-
ony to the south began raising many of these foodstuffs. 
The amount of grain shipped to the islands of the 
Atlantic was significant. In 1738 the Gazette announced 
that the Sloop Molly of Virginia had put out for Madeira 
with a cargo of two thousand and fourteen bushels of wheat, 
two hundred · and thirty bushels of corn, four barrels of 
flour, four hundred hogsheads staves, and a quantity of 
bees wax. 30 
On the other hand, the great diversity of products 
entering from New England linked Virginia with the provinces 
to the north. In 1738 the Schooner Grampus of Virginia, 
29 The Virginia Gazette, September 24, 1736. 
30 Ibid., November 24, 1738. 
John Briggs, master, slipped into the York River, having 
sailed directly from Boston. Aboard her were: 
6 Barrels of Cyder, 5 Barrels of Train Oyl, 
6 Barrels of Cod Fish, and Mackrel, 4 Hundred 
Weight of Iron, 3 Hundred Weight of Iron Pots, 
Joiners and Coopers Ware, 4 Barrels of Cran-
be~ries, 30 Bushels of Apple, 1 Tierce of 
Me lasses, 5 Hogsheads and 6 Barrels of Rum, 
4 Bags of Hops, 4 Ploughs and Chains, 1 Negro 
Slave, and 150 We1ght of Cheese.31 
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Other published notices of vessels entering from New 
England included such products of Yankee skills as axes, 
frying pans, iron and wooden ware.32 In 1739 the Ship Nymph 
unloaded one dozen desks and one dozen tables, the craft of 
Boston artisans. Beyond a doubt such native furniture was 
cheaper than that which was shipped in from England or the 
cont i nent. 33 Notices of cider, rum, molasses, cheese, and 
live horses, all specialties of tiny Rhode Island, made 
occasional appearances in the Virginia Gazette. 34 
New York products also periodically found a market 
in the Virginia ports. One merchant-subscriber of the 
31 The Virginia Gazette, November 3, 1738. The in-
clusion of the tart cranberry, a New England peculiarity, 
was a gastronomic link between Massachusetts and Virginia. 
32 Ibid., February 9, 1739. Entries of the Brigantine 
Nassau and the Sloop Seaflower. 
33 Ibid., May 18, 1739. New England was certainly the 
leader in the making and exporting of household manufactures. 
See Rolla Milton Tryon, Household Manufactures in the United 
States, 1648-1860. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1917), PP• 75-76. 
34 The Virginia Gazette, January 12, 1739. 
Gazett~~ announced along with sundry European goods the 
sale of large quantities of New York breadstuffs and 
apples. 35 
Clearly the growth of tobacco planting on an ever 
increasing scale was making the importation of specialty 
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products, espec:tally food and craft products from the middle 
colonies and New England~ respectively~ much more necessary. 
Charles Town, South Carolina, was the most flourish-
ing trading center of the plantation provinces, and as such 
carried on more than its share of the coastwise trade. A 
number of prominent merchants of that place carried on a 
large portion of their genera 1 trade with other American 
colonial centers. One of the best known Carolina traders 
of the period was John Dart. His advertisements reveal 
that he imported various and sundry goods in some quantity 
from New England and New York. In 1739 he gave notice of 
the sale of rum, bricks, a scrutoir, tables, iron pots, 
chests of drawers, and wooden ware from New England, and 
bread, butter, and peas from New York.36 Two years ·later 
he announced the sale of "good New York Beer. "37 Shortly 
thereafter his i terns included " ••• New-England Rum, salt 
Fish, Chairs, Window _. Frames, Sashes, Ship and Mid ling 
35 The Virginia Gazette, December 1, 1752. 
36 The South Carolina Gazette, February 15~ 1739. 
37 Ibid., January 1, 1741. 
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Bread ..•• n38 By 1743 Dart was importing Esopus and Albany 
flour, milk, white, and brown bread, and beer in barrels, 
all in some quantity. 39 His obvious acquaintance with the 
New York market suggested his appointment as the first 
Commissary-General of Charles Town, a position created to 
help assure an equitable price for flour, since that import 
was so important as a basic food. Beginning on June 4, 1750 
and continuing weekly Dart reported the " ••• price of good 
40 
merchantable Flour ••• ," to the readers of the Gazette • 
• Thus by means of Dart 1 s long experience and the advertising 
columns of the newspa per the consumers of South Carolina 
could better determine the proper cost of the staff-of-life. 
One merchant, Othniel Beale, apparently somewhat of 
a specialist in the New England trade, imported lumber, 
chaises, pots, kettles, skillets, and axes between 1734 and 
1751. 41 Another South Carolina merchant, Robert Pring le, 
concentrated considerable of his energies on the New 
England import trade, for his advertisements included rum, 
molasses, sugar, cheese, bricks, hay, axes, codfish, plank, 
boards, and soap. 42 And Arnout Schermerhorne, whose brother 
38 The South Carolina Gazette, June 4, 1741. 
39 Ibid., May 30, 1743. 
40 Ibid., June 4, 1750. 
41 Ibid., September 21, 1734; February 22, 1735; 
March 5, 1737; September 13, 1742; April 8, 1751. 
42 Ibid., May 29, 1736; December 13, 1742; June 27, 
1744. 
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John did a large portion of his freighting along the coast, 
gave notice that he had New York beer, ship, midling, brown, 
and milk bread, Esopus and Albany flour, and Albany peas, 
the last named a specialty product of some note throughout 
the colonies. 43 One of a number of well known Huguenot 
merchants of the bustling southern metropolis, Gabriel 
Manigault advertised West India goods, rum, negrce s, and 
"Cocoa Nutts ."44 
Some English beer was imported, but 1t proved cost-
lier than that which was brewed in the American colonies, 
especially in Pennsylvania and Uew York. At least one 
Philadelphia brewer, Timothy Matlock, achieved a sub-
stantial reputation in South Carolina; Christopher Gadsden, 
Thomas Arnott, Alexander Magee and John Colcock all adver~ 
tising his product there. At one time the last named also 
noted that he had an unclaimed supply of "· •• 60 Barrels of 
Ma_tlock' s Beer ••• ," consigned to some unknown person in 
Charles Town.45 The quantity here involved attested that 
the product of Matlock' a va ta shipped southward was signif-
icant. 
One product of New England upon which South Carolina 
43 The South Carolina Gazette, January 12, 1740; 
August 11, 1739. 
44 Ibid., April 26, 1735; January 15, 1737. 
45 Ibid., February 13, 1742; January 6, 1748; 
April 17, 1749; April 13, 1747. 
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relied to an extent was bricks. Shortly after the dis-
astrous fire of 1740 in downtown Charles Town, Governor 
William Bull set maximum rates for rebuilding the ravaged 
city. New England bricks were listed at three pounds, ten 
shillings, per thousand, a price considerably lower than 
the five pounds, per thousand, set for locally made bricks. 46 
The great variety and the growing volume of products 
imported into the planting provinces, especially into South 
Carolina and the West Indies, indicates the importance of 
intercolonial trade to those parts. 
Although the planting provinces depended heavily 
upon New England shipping to convey goods into and out of 
the area, there were a few attempts made to achieve a degree 
of independence. In 1729 the Maryland Maid was launched at 
Annapolis, evidently the largest vessel built in that col-
ony up to that time.47 There were also some craft bought 
and sold in an effort to eliminate the costly charges of the 
middleman. In 1737 Jonathan Scott, a long time coastwise 
trader of South Carolina, advertised a Philadelphia built 
sloop for sale " ••• about 40 Tons, well furnished with good 
new Sails, Cabels, and Anchors •••• n48 Despite such 
46 The South Carolina Gazette, December 25, 1740. 
47 See3Chapter V, Footnote 
48 The South Carolina Gazett~ . ~~~uary 15, 1737. 
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isolated efforts there was little headway made in the cam-
paign to make the southern provinces independent of the 
northern carriers, for New England shipping held its own 
throughout the period. 
Countless were the ways in which a paper might serve 
the trading elements. For example, Ewen McDonnold of Lan-
caster County, Pennsylvania, advertised in the Maryland 
Gazette for a " ••• Bond for Fifty Pounds, Current Money ••• I 
publish this; that no Use may be made of the Bond to his 
LMc Donnold'il Prejudice, I having never assigned or in 
any Way made over the same to any Person whatsoever. n49 
A number of merchants moved and removed, owned prop-
erty, and carried on businesses in two or more provinces. 
One of the most prominent of these was Benjamin D'Harriette, 
sometime resident of New York and South Carolina. As early 
as 1733 D'Harriette had advertised the sale of South Caro-
lina rice to be held at his house in Wall Street, New York. 50 
Shortly he requested an overseer for his new plantation on 
John's Island, South Carolina.51 The following year he 
issued a legal notice in the New York Gazette to the effect 
that, since he was removing to the southern province, he 
wished to balance his old accounts, and also to sell some 
49 The Marry land Gazette, July 20, 1748. 
50 The New York Gazette, December 3, 1733. 
51 The South Caroltna Gazette, December 11, 1736. 
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household furniture which he would be unable to take with 
him.52 Within a few weeks after his announced departure 
from New York, he advertised from his store in Union Street, 
Charles Town the sale of bread, cheese, and starch , northern 
products undoubtedly arranged for before he left his h ouse 
in Wall Street.53 The following years he listed New York 
flour and bread products to readers of Lewis Timothy's 
newspaper. 54 In 1739 D1Harriette again issued a notice, 
this time in the South Carolina Gazette, attesting that he 
designed to return to New York.55 Clearly he removed as 
contemplated, for his advertisement in the New York Gazette 
of March 11, 1740 listed among the items " ••• To be Sold By 
Benjamin D1Harriette (who left New York for South-carolina 
in October, 1737) at his House near the New Dutch Church ••• 
good South-carolina Rice at 60s. per hundred, and very good 
Corks at 15d. per groce, and very good llght Deer Skins •••• 11 
Within a few months D1Harriette was back in South 
Carolina, for he advertised the usual New York foodstuffs 
for sale at his store to readers of the South Carolina 
Gazette. The supposition that he continued in Charles Town 
as an importer of New York goods is borne out by his adver-
tisement of November 26, 1750, specifying " ••• flour, midling, 
52 September 26, 1737. 
53 The South Carolina Gazette, November 5, 1737. 
54 Ibid., February 23, 1738; March 1, 1739. 
55 Ibid., May 12, 1739. 
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butter, and milk biskit, starch, powder blue, all sort of 
New York garden seeds •••• lf56 He remained in the southern 
province for a number of years, apparently having retired 
from a profitable career in intercolonial trade, for he 
soon bought a plantation at Charles Town Neck. 57 Such a 
peripatetic as D'Harriette, aided by countless newspaper 
advertisements, certainly helped to forge an important 
economic chain, stretching from New York to South Carolina 
and back again. 
Peter Bard was another colonial merchant who divided 
his time between two centers, Philadelphia and Charles Town. 
A sometime resident of Pennsylvania ·he paid at least one 
lengthy visit to South Carolina in 1738, when he sold a num-
ber of ~hiladelphia products tt ••• Indian Corn, Flour, Mid ling 
and White Bread, Buck Vfheat and Oats, Butter, Beer, Soap, 
and Gammons •••• n58 After a visit of some several months he 
announced by way of the Gaz~tte to his Charles Town customers 
and to potential buyers elsewhere that his vessel, bound 
back to Philadelphia, was to stop enroute at Cape Fear, per-
haps with unsold Pennsylvania surpluses as well as the 
staples of South Carolina. Back home in the ~uaker province 
he reflected with pleasure on his visit, for he removed to 
56 The South Carolina Gazette. 
57 Ibid., August 26, 1751. 
58 Ibid., April 15, 1738. 
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Charles Town the following year.59 Sometime within the next 
few years Bard again returned to the ~uaker metropolis, 
where, from time to time, he gave notice to rea ders of the 
Pennsylvania Gazette that he sold such products of the southern 
colony as rice, pitch, turpentine, sole leather, reed, sad-
lery, and varnish. 60 Bard's sojourn of several years in South 
Carolina had virtually made a specialist of him, for he ad-
ve r tised and sold the products of that colony almost to the 
exclusion of all others. 
Eleazer Phillips, prominent colonial bookseller, re-
sided from one time to another at Charlestown, Massachusetts 
and at Charles Town, South Carolina. As a former New Eng-
lander, in business in South Carolina by 1736, Phillips sold 
" ••• g ood Newfoundland dry fish ••• Wallis 1 s Best Axes ••• ," 
both of which he imported into the southern province from 
Boston. 61 Some fourteen years later he issued the usual 
legal notice to his Carolina customers, asserting that he 
intended to depart for New England. He further stipulated 
that he had left his book business with Jacob Viart, who had 
numerous volumes on hand including New England "primmers, 11 
the importation of which was obvinusly promoted by Phillips' 
New England background. 62 Shortly after his return to New 
59 The Pennsylvania Gazette, September 27, 1739. 
60 Ibid., May 26, 1748; August 16, 1753. 
61 The South Carolina Gazette, January 31, 1736. 
62 Ibid., February 19, 1750. 
~ .ngland he sent an open letter to Fleet's Evening Post, 
stating that he had experimented with silk worms 7 and 
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suggesting that Boston would be a better place to ma ke 
silk than South Carolina.63 Vfuatever failures such recom-
mended experiments were doomed to, Phillips' long sojourn 
in South Carolina gave him a vital intercolonia l business 
background, which was advertised widely in the newspapers 
of his day . 
Other Carolina planters removed. In September 1735 
Char le s Lowndes affirmed that he expected " ••• to go to the 
West Ind ie s as soon as his Crop is off, or soon after 
Christmas •••• u64 A year and a half later, Char les S t arnes , 
planter and trader, announced his resolution to move to New 
England. Moreov e r, h e listed some lan ds in North Carolina 
which he wished to dispose of.65 A similar notice was 
posted in the Gazette by Joseph Tucker, who shortly antic -
ipated removal northward to the Province of New York.66 
'VJ.hen Thomas Shute of Charles Town decided to join 
his brother Joseph in Pennsylvania, he dissolved his part-
nership of long standing with Frederick Merkley, for the 
latter asserted that all accounts should be herewith settled 
" b • • • y reason df Thomas Shute being settled in Philadelphia •••• tt67 
63 December 24, 1750. 
64 The South Carolina Gazette, September 6, 1735. 
65 Ibid ., April 2, 1737. 
66 Ibid . , April 30, 1737. 
67 Ibid., September 4, 1749. 
- - --- - - - - --- ~-- ~~-
By mid-century some South Carol i na planters were 
departing for virgin lands in Georgia, anticipating what 
was later to become a constant press into the gulf south. 
Both James Maxwell and Jonathan Bryan announced the sale 
of their plantations in South Carolina through the South 
Carol:lna. Gaze t te, since they intended to remove their 
famili e s into the colony to the south.68 
REAL ESTATE 
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As was the occurrence elsewhere, intercolonial real 
estate was advertised through the several papers. As ver-
satile as were most of his trade, William Parks, then oro-
prtetor of the Maryland Gazette, acted as realty agent for 
~unknown person, apparently from outside the province, 
who wished to acquire a plantation a few miles from Annap-
olis. 59 And in 1749, when the Assembly of Virginia had 
authorized the establishment of Alexandria on the 
"Potowmack, :J:t the public sale of lo ta was advertised in the 
pages of the Maryland Gazette, the readers of which might 
be expected to contribute heavily to the development of the 
said town. 70 
Besides serving to give notice for numerous large and 
small tracts of land for sale in Virginia, the Virglni~ 
1751. 
68 The South Carolina. Gazette, ApriL .ll, 1748; July 1, 
69 The Marvland Gazette, April 1, 1729. 
70 July 5, 1749. 
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Gazette, also aided in the development of the step-sister 
of the south, North Carolina. Obviously anxious to unload 
a portion of his mammoth royal grant, Governor George 
Barrington of North Carolina carefully listed his holdings 
in the Gazette, said holdings " ••• containing 29,225 Acres 
of fine convenient Land, consisting of several Tracts under-
written , and all contiguous •••• n71 
By mid-century the inevitable push into the central 
interi or was beginning to take place on an ever increasing 
scale. In 1754 the Virginia Gazette published a scheme for 
the cheap and easy securing of lands in the Ohio area.72 
CURRENCY 
The shortage of currency and the resulting ramifica-
tiona constantly plagued the business man of the planting 
provinces, as it did his fellow trade rs to the northward. 
By utilizing news space in the public prints, various argu-
menta, .many of which were copied from northern newspapers, 
were set before the trading elements of that section. The 
commonalty of the money problem fostered the reprinting of 
numerous articles, from section to section and from province 
to province. 
71 February 10, 1738 
72 May 10, 1754. 
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In the 1730's the merchants of Massachusetts pro-
jected their scheme to print paper money on their credit. 
The plan, together with Governor Belcher's denial of its 
efficacy~ was transmitted to the tradine public of Maryland 
and South Carolina by the papers of those colonies, no 
doubt helping to develop an awareness of the general nature 
of the problem.73 Earlier, in publishing a letter by 11 B.B." 
~ ·Philadelphia, the Maryland Gazette had pointed out that 
" ••• It is nothing to the purpose to object the wretched 
Fall of the Bills in New-England and South-carolina, unless 
it might be made evident that their Currency was emitted 
with the same Prudence, and on such good Security as our ~; 
and it certainly was not •••• " The letter continued by 
favoring a larger currency in order that Pennsylvania. and 
Maryland might compete better with the aforementioned prov-
inces.74 Clearly the problem was here recognized as one 
common to the colonies of North America. 
In 1734, due to chronic currency variations, James 
Crokatt of Charles Town drew up a subscription for the. pass-
ing of English half-pence as current money in South Caro~ 
lina. He urged his fellow citizens to es.pouse his method: 
73 The Maryland Gazette 1 December 28·, 1733; The South 
Carolina Gazette, January 11, 1735; January 18, 1735; 
July 5, 1735. 
74 The Maryland Gazette, July 22, 1729. 
.•• whereas the same coin passes in New York 
and Pennsylvania at the rate of 5d. this Currency 
in all Payments, they will (no doubt) in a little 
time he exported for those Provinces, unless the 
Inhabitants of t h is Town agree to take them from 
each other at the rate of 5d. a piece or 12 for a 
Crown Bill •.•• 75 
Such a solution, if it worked at all, was but a local and 
temporary answer to a general and long-range problem. 
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Shortly afterwards, printer Lewis Timothy attempted 
to explain to the frustra ted merchant elements among his 
subscribers why the Province of Maryland had recently 
emitted ninety-thousand pounds of cheap money. , Whether 
the e xplanation, that the impoverishment of the tobacco 
trade had resulted in the general cheapening of money, had 
any positive result in soothing a ruined merchant is to be 
seriously doubted. In any case, Timothy was evidently 
attempting to distinguish the cause from the result. 76 In 
focusing attention on such a basic economic problem Timothy 
and the other printers of the area did a great deal to make 
the trade r s of the several centers appreciate the comnon 
basis of their problem. 
Like the papers of New England and those of the mi ddle 
colonies, the public prints of the southern continental prov-
inces helped the producer, the distributor, and the consumer 
75 The South Carolina Gazette , March 30, 1734. 
76 Ibid., June 19, 1736. 
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to exchange an increasing amount and variety of products 
on an intercolonial and intersectional basis. And since 
the publishers and printers of the area 1 like their 
fellow newsmen elsewhere 1 were themselves important mer-
chants1 considerable newspaper space was assured of being 
reserved for news and advertisements of a commercial 
nature. 
CHAPTER V 
CRAFTSMEN, LABORERS, AND OT!ffiRS 
As the urban cent e rs grew up along the coast of 
continental North America, the re wa s developed a signif-
icant degree of specialization among the skilled and semi-
skilled artisans and laborers. As in the case of most post-
pioneering societies, the several colon ies found that the 
supply of craft specialists rarely kept pace with the ciemand 
for their work. The result was very often that the special-
ist might work in one provincial center until he saw an end 
to the demand for his skill, and then move on to another 
area. And the public prints of the period affirm that there 
was considerable interchange of craftsmen and workers from 
one center to another. 
As the frontier was pushed outward into present day 
Nova Scotia, Georgia, and the islands of the South Atlantic, 
the need for all sorts of workers, miners, carpenters, 
bricklaye rs, and others, was echoed through the pages of the 
newspapers, chiefly through the medium of advertisements, 
and sometime by the use of official n0tices. Moreover the 
advertisement of the stay 11aker, the perukemaker, and the 
j ewe ller reflect e d a degree of urbanization among the several 
centers, vlhich had developed far beyond the primitive self 
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suff iciency of an earlier era.l 
Vfhether he specialized in making bric ks or l ad ies' 
wigs, t he craftsman early 6iscovered that the n ews paper 
served a s the best e x isting medium for advertising his 
skill. Sometimes h e rented space in the prints of colonies 
other t h an that in which h e carried on his work; of ten he 
issued his notic~ as he moved f rom colony to colony in s earch 
of a market for his skill. 
The public prints throughout the period r e veal the ex-
chang e of an increasing number and variety of skille d metal 
workers , precursors of the profound economic changes which 
markeci the eighteenth century. As early as March 1717, a 
newly arrived anvil smith from E ngland set up his forge at 
Newport, Hhode Island and advertised in the News Letter 
that he macie: 
All sorts of Blac k -s mith 's and Gold-smith's Anvils, 
Brick-Irons and Stakes, and New ~aces old ones, a t 
reasonable Rates, a1~ may be spoke with or wrote to 
at hi~ House or Shop near Topsale Stre e t in said 
Tmm. 
Shortly thereafter Joseph Phillips of New York 
announc ed his new business of b ell founding through the News 
Letter by stating that he would supp ly any churches or me e t-
ing houses with ne w bells or repair old ones, with a twelve 
1 A genuine frontier e conomy such as existed in Maine 
a nd the inland regions to the south was m~rke d by no large-
scale urban developments. Areas such as these v1ere self-
sufficient to the extent that few, i f any, specialists we re 
needed to r u n the e conm!ly . 
2 The Boston News Lette r , March 11, 1717 . 
104 
'Z 
months warrantee on a ll of his work. 0 Some years later 
ano t her be 11 founde p, John VJhi tear of :!! a irfield , G onnec t-
icu t, advertised in the Bay Colony tha. t he made and sold 
11 
••• all sorts of Be lls from the lowest size to 2 ,000 
weight •••• n4 
Other metal wor]n 'rs soon appe ared on the interc ol-
onial scene . The grow:t ng opulence of Charle s Town, South 
Ca rolina attracted s ome . In 1742 the fo llowing n otice 
a ppeare d in the adv e rtising columns of the South Carolina 
Gazet te: 
Sanuel Stevens, Tin-P late -VTol'•ker, from Boston, 
hereby g ives Notice to all Gentle me n and others, both 
in Town and Country, that he wil l make and. mend in 
the corn.plea te·s t M:anner, and at reasonable Prices, all 
sorts of Tin Ware, and with the utmost expedition. 
N.-P.- The said Stevens can a ls o mend all sorts of 
Brass and Copper Tea Kettles, Coffee-Pots, etc. 5 
Apparently Stevens prospered , for some five years later he 
entered a similar advertisement in Peter Timothy~ paper. 6 
And one John Stronach, formerly 11Ar11.10urer" at the 
magazine in J.·t' rederica, Georgia, fol"sook that infant and 
much less urbane city for the relative pr o~perity of Charles 
Town. He advertised in 1749 that he was prepared to clean 
and mend all sorts of arms for gentlemen and others in that 
metropolis. 7 
3 The Boston News Letter, June 17, 1717. 
4 The Boston Gazette , June 12, 1738 . 
5 •. -~ South Carolina Gazette, June 5, 1'7 42. 
6 Ibid., May 25, 1747. 
7 Ibid., July 24, 1749. 
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Sometimes removal was accompanied by extr·a -legal c om-
~ lica tlons. \Vhen one Thomas Fulf'ortl, purportedly a silver-
s mith of South Carolina, left Charles Town in order to 
carry on his business in Boston, the echoes of fo rme l" bus-
iness tribulations followed him, as evidenced in the pages 
of Fle e t's Evening Post. In the issue of March 14, 1743 the 
public was warned anonymously, significantly enough, to 
beware of Fulford , he having been convicted of theft against 
William Wright in the southern cente r.8 This report e licited 
an ind ignant retort from the outraged Fulford, who declared: 
W1lereas some r,1El.licious and evil minded Pers on d id 
in the last Monday's News Paper advertising that 
Thomas Fulford had stollen from William Wright of 
South Carolina to the Value of near '100 ll sterling. 
These are to inform the Public, that it is we ll known 
tha t the said Wright was neve r worth half the said 
Sum, and he has raised the said false Report out of 
Spight and Envy against the said Fulford . And as the 
said Pulford has worked with ri1El.ny of the Goldsmiths 
in Boston, to their entire Satisfaction, and has never 
been suspected of Dishonesty; thes e are to inform all 
? rinters and other Persons , that if they do for the 
future publish or declare any thing to the Disadvantage 
of my Character, they may expect to be prosecuted with 
the utmost Severity of the Law.9 
Ap parently Fulford continued wo rking in Boston, there being 
no further accusation against his character. Yet he never 
attained a reputation at his professed skill. 10 
8 The Boston Evening Post, March 14, 1743. 
9 Ibid. , :VIarch 21, 17 43. 
10 Pulfor d is nowhere mentioned by Stephen G. C. Ensko, 
American Silversmiths and their Marks (New York: R . ...... nsko, 
1$;5'7} . He may well have been a semi-s k illed metal worke r 
who had not served h is apprenticesrlip~ although there is no 
evidence to substantiate the charges made against him. F'or a 
statement of the de cline of appre n tic eship rules in the col-
onies see Victor Selden Clark, His tory of Uanufac tures in the 
United States (Washington, D . C.: Carnegie Institution of 
washJ.ngton, 1916 ) I , 154-155 . 
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The i mp o·rtance of the l)rovinc e of Pe nnsylvania a s 
a n iron producing center was refle cte d in an advel'tisement 
insert e d t hrough Fra nklin in t h e Pennsylvania Ga zett e . The 
request was for 11 ••• A Refiner and Hammerman •.• for a F or ge 
in the Gove r nment of Ne w York; One who is a good l orkma.n , 
a n can be we ll recommended , will have good Encourageme n t . 
Enquir e of the Printe i• hereof . ull On the other hand , 
'enns y l vaaia exper:lenc e d a shortage of trained iron work-
man on at l east one oc casion when the following advertise-
ment appeared in the Boston Post Boy "· .. Notic e i s h e reby 
given , that a ny 1 an who is a good Workman at making Iron 
in a Bloomery, may meet with g ood Encourag ement at Pete r 
and Ab ram Dic k 1s, at a Bloomery in New York Cou n t y i n Pe nn -
s y lvania , about 10 miles from York Town, where there is 
plenty of Oar, Wood and Water. n12 
The need for s killed workers to he lp in the operation 
of the l iount Holy Ir on vlo rks, a f ew mi le s from Brist ol, 
Pe nnsylvania, was a dvert ised in the columns of the o oston 
v ening Post. Evan Morgan , of Philadelph ia, evidently one 
o f the owners, appealed: 
••• to any honest Journeymen Nailers in New England , 
to the Number of 5 or 6 , that are wil l ing to re move to 
Pennsy lvan ia for go od Employment at t he Nail i ng Business, 
tha t they s ha ll at the ir coming to the said ?rovince, 
enter into pre s e nt and constant b usines s a nd go od Pay by 
a pp l ying to John Denomandy, Esquire, at Bristol, in the 
ll The l.)enns ylvania Gaz e tte , l''ebruary 24 , 1'7'.1:7 . 
12 The :aoston Post B;Jy, :!IIa y 28 , 1753. 
County of Bucks, 20 Miles from Philadelphia in s aid 
rovi nce, or to John Pass at Mount Ho ly Iron wor k s, 
seven 4i l es from said Bristol, or to Evan Morgan, 
the S ubs c riber in t he City of Philade lphia. And 
whoever may be inclined to come, a re des cr ibed to 
app l y to Jacob Royal, Esquire, in Boston •••• l3 
Said Jacob Royal was a Boston mei·chant who obv1 ously had 
a trade relationship with Evan Morgan, one of the most 
prominent Philadelphia bus:tness men of his day . 
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Another l::~ ennsy lvania metal worker John Stow , a brass 
founder , sought to market h is skill in distant parts, es -
p e cially in t he Bri tish West Ind ies, an area whic h the In-
dustrial Revolution was in the proces s of by-passing. The 
said Stow called attention t o the fact t ha t he made and 
sold " • . • al l manner· of brass v1ork, sui table .for the West 
Ind ia sugar-mills, Pennsylvania grist-mills, fulling-mills, 
etc •. •• " l4 And turner Joseph Patterson, l a tely arrived from 
Lond on, a dvertised that he "turned": 
All sorts of silver , brass, ivory, and hard-wood, 
such as Silver-ami ths, P ounde rs, and opticians work, 
b llliarG. balls and tacks, backgarn..m on tables and men, 
dices and boxes, cramp and tortois e -shell rings, 
tortoise-shell buttons mounted with silver, horn 
button moulds, walking canes, beaux sticks, mounted 
i n the nea tes t manner, pestils and mortar s, e tc •••. l5 
13 Th e Bos ton Eve n ing Post, Ma rch 23 , 1746 through 
Ma y 4 , 1746 . 
14 The Pennsylvania Gaz e tte, Au gust 17, 1749. 
15 Ibid . , I\'Iay 30, 1751. Car l Bri c1. .snbaugh 1 s ':eheory 
t hat Phi l ade l phia was the grea te st single ti'aining center 
for colonial craftsmen is substantial l y support ed by news-
pap e r advertising; m.any of the me tal workers, especially, 
r e ce ived their apprentice schooling in the Q,uaker capital. 
The Colonial Craftsman (Nev·f Yo rk: n ew York Univers ity Pr e ss, 
1950)' p • . 142. 
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Evidently several colonial craftsmen found themselves in 
direct competition with specialists of Great Britain for 
wha t must have been a lucrative marke t, the agrarian sugar 
is lands of the VTe s t India s • 
As the materia l civilization of America develqped , 
fewer and fewe r people built their own houses , es pe cially 
in the populated tide-water areas. The result was a con-
stant demand for trained carpenters and bricklayers, the 
latte r particularly in the s outhe rn colonies. An anony-
mous and rather vague ly-termed notice ap peared in t he New 
England Courant of February 18, 1723 announcing that, 
There is l ate Advice from S outh Carolina, that if 
House-carpenters, and Bricklayers are willing to 
embark for that Place, they will find .mployement 
enough, and very great Encouragement by reason of 
t he great want of such Artific ers there.l6 
The sudden inf lux of laborers into Georgia in the 
1730's had its reaction, mirrored in the announcement of 
the arrival in South Carolina of four people from Frederica, 
Georgia, who stated that they would 11 ••• undertake any sort 
of House Carpenters' and .Joyners 1 Work . 11 17 The almost con-
tinuous de arth of skilled cra f tsmen in the sugar is lands 
was pointed up by such appeals as John Wilcock's in the 
16 The New-El%land Courant, February 18 , 1723. Since 
this announcement took · the form of an a dvertisement and 
not a news item, it was p robably designed and inserted by 
a person directly interested. 
17 The South Carolina Gazette, March 5, 1741. 
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.Penns;r lvania Gazette for a carpenter " •.• inclinable to go 
for the West-Indies ••• ul8 
There was often an intercolonial demand, at least 
aro.ong the northern provinces, for first-rate stone masons. 
William Holland, ·late of London, in announcii'..g to reader•s 
of the Pennsylvania Gazette that he made marble chimney 
pieces, gPave stone mortars , tables, monuments and steps, 
pavements of all kinds, and hearths, stated that he was : 
Now at New-York, fixing some VJ. orks for a Gentleman 
of that City, where fore this is to desire all Gentle-
men and others to app ly to 11fJ.!'. Anthony Wilkenson, 
Sh ip-Carver, i n Philadelphia, until he return, which 
will be in fourteen Days from the Date of this Paper 
(if God permit) •••• l9 
Another mason, William Grant of Boston , pa id a visit 
to New York, during which he advertised his abilities to 
the readers of John Zenger's Weekly Journal. Apparently he 
exp ected to return to the New England shortly , for he gave 
as his New York business address the house of John Vie lch, 
sex ton of Trinity Church. As was the case with other 
specialists whose skills were in demand, his New York bus-
iness prospered, since he continued to advertise for clients 
in that city for the succeeding half year, before returning 
20 to his New England home. 
18 The Pennsylvania Gazette, July 11, 1754. 
19 November 22, 1739. 
20 The New York We ekly Journal, October 6, 1740 
through June 29, 1741. 
110 
S ometime s the ne e ds of a new colony were so great 
t l~t a g eneral appeal for worke rs o f diverse skills might 
be ma de. "All sort of labouring Persons ••• ," were invite d 
to settle in Georgia early in 1744, with the promise tha t 
they could mak e twenty-five shillings sterling a month 
should t he y ap ~;:> ly i mme dia tely to agent Miles Sweney through 
Will1am Parks' Vi rginia Gazett e . 21 
Another such general request occurr ed when the Brit-
ish attempted to s ettl e t h e Island of Ratan near the Bay 
of Honduras in 1744. By order of the g overnor of that 
isla nd a notic e appe ared in the Boston Evening Post: 22 
That Joyners, Carpenters, Smiths, Shoe-makers, 
Periwig -r~ke rs, Taylors, or o thers who are willing 
to settle on the said Island, will for t heir En-
couragement, hav e t he following ~uantity of Land : 
..!.;v e ry settler for hims e lf 
F or his wife 
For every Child 
F or every vVhite Person in Family 
P or eve ry Slave 
Acre s 
50 
50 
20 
15 
10 
Wha t e f fect, if any, such an app eal had cannot easily be 
asce r tained. Yet the fact that the governor saw fit to 
mention specific trades declared the value of such special-
izations. 
The joiner, as we ll as the carpenter, and the mason, 
was sometimes inclined to s eek gre ener pastures. In 1734 
Charles Warham, late of Boston, New England , a dvertised to 
21 September 24, 1736. 
22 April 30, 1744 . 
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the people of Charles Town, South Carolina that he had set 
up shop in their midst and was prepared to make 11 ••• Tables 
Ches ts of Lrawers, Desks, Bookcases, etc. As a lso Coffins 
of the newest fas h ion •..• t123 About a year later one Daniel 
Badger announced in the advertising col~ of the ~outh 
Carolina Gazette that, having lately arrived from Boston, 
he undertook and completed " ••• All sorts of House and Ship 
paintings very reasonable, a1~ after the best manner. He 
may be heard of at Mr. Wal~ham's Joiner, in Trott st.n24 
Since the af orementioned Warham was still in business in 
the s outhern center, he may well have encouraged the migra-
tion of Badger, a specialist he must have known in Boston. 
A few years thereafter, one Jos.iah Claypoole, for-
me rly of Philadelphia, gave notice to readers of Timothy's 
Gaz ette that he wa s ready and able to make: 
De sk and Book Cases, with Arch ed, Pediment, or 
o. G. Heads, common Desks of all sorts, Chests of 
Drawers of all Fashions, flui ted or plain, all sorts 
of Tea Tables, Side -Boards, and Waiters, H.ule joint 
Skele t on TablEJs , F rames for Marble Tables ••• Coffin 
Furniture of all sorts, either flour 1 d, silver'd, 
- 25 
or plain • • •• J 
Apparently Claypoole prospered in his cabinet work, f o r a 
y~ar later he offered what appeared to be a n apology because he 
had neglected his coffin business in favor of his cabinet 
23 The South Carolina Gazette , November 9 , 1734. 
24 Ibid., De cembe r 6, 1735. 
25 Ibid., March 22, 1740. 
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work. He further explained that the difficulty was to be 
rectified with the arrival of two workmen from London.26 
As cities spread out with ever increasing numbers 
of residents, the demand for horse-drawn vehicles devel-
oped apace. This demand created a market for coacbmakers, 
whipmakers, and others who catered to the fancies of well-
to-do urbanites. By 1740 there were a number of coach-
makers living and working in the several colonies. A few 
of these specialists, like their fellows in the humbler 
trades, moved from one center to another in search of op-
portunities. In 1743, for example, John Lucas notified 
delinquent clients of his Boston coach making business 
that he was about to depart for Barbados. 27 The fact that 
he did not advertise further in the Boston papers is ail-
ent witness that he took his leave as he had intended. 
Two Years later the South Carolina Gazette announced the 
arrival of John Carden from Philadelphia, who announced 
that he would make and mend "• •• all sorts of Coach, Chaise, 
and Cart Harness ••• also old Chaises lined and painted •••• n28 
Shortly thereafter subscribers to Franklin's Gazette were 
notified of the Chestnut Street business of Henry Wright, 
a whipmal{er who had learned his trade in London " ••• but 
last from Annapolis in Maryland ••• ," where the needs of the 
26 The South Carolina Gazette, April 30, 1741. 
27 The Boston Weekly Post Boy, April 11, 1743. 
28 The South Carolina Gazette, July 22, 1745. 
populace were apparently not sufficient to warrant his 
remaining.29 
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Ship building, as might expected, continued through-
out the century as an extremely important trade. Although 
most shipwrights operated in New England, there were some 
active in New York and Pennsylvania. One Pennsylvania 
shipwright, Samuel Hastings of Philadelphia, launched a 
large ship, "The Maryland Maid," at Annapolis in 1729, 
thereby evoking a long ode in praise of his craft. Orig-
inally printed in the Maryland Gazette, the tribute was 
taken up in Philadelphia and reprinted in the Pennsylvania 
Gazette and the American WeeklY Mercu£Z.30 Some years 
later Asbury Sutton, a prominent merchant of Annapolis, 
advertised in the Boston Weekly Post Boy for: 
Any skilful Boat-Builder, who learned his Business 
in New England, that is willing to remove to, and 
settle at Annapolis in Maryland, may depend on a 
constant Supply of Work. If he find no other Employ, 
the Subscriber there will furnish him with a good 
Yard, BoatHouse, Ttmber, Plank, Oakum, Pitch and Tar 
and likewise a Hand in slitting and compassing the 
Timber1 for one Half only ••• there is plenty of old Work.3 
Clearly Maryland merchants, in the face of declining 
tobacco values, hoped to make themselves more nearly inde-
pendent of the New England carriers. 
29 The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 28, 1747. 
30 The Maryland Gazette, December 30, 1729; The 
Pennsylvania Gazette, January 13, 1730; The American Weekly 
Mercury, January 14, 1730. 
31 November 30, 1747. 
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The division of labor in ship building also created 
demands for skilled specialists. Since shipping was so 
vital to the seaboard colonists, the early eighteenth cen• 
tury sail maker could usually expect equitable return for 
his labors. One Newport, Rhode Island merchant gave notice 
that " ••• if any canvas Weaver or other Weavers will come to 
William Borden ••• and weave good Canvas for him Lhi7 shall 
have three pounds for every thirty six Yards he weaves. 11 32 
The specialization of craft skills penetrated the 
leather industry also. Here, as in other areas, supply and 
demand created some intercolonial activity. In February 
1747 William Reed, a widely-known Philadelphia merchant, 
advertized for "A Currier who is master of his Knife, and 
a sober single person ••• may be ascertained of lOOb Jamaica 
money per annum for four years, provided he will indent 
for that time to go there, with meat, drink, washing, 
lodging, and mending, and his passage shall be paid ••• n33 
It is clear that the mercantile activities of William Reed 
were far-flung. 
The next month John Langdale, tanner, late of Phil-
adelphia, posted a legal notice from Norfolk, Virginia, his 
new home, to persons in the ~uaker center still indebted 
to him. 34 And a runaway servant of his, who was " ••• a 
breeches maker by Trade ••• ," was sought for through the 
32 The Boston Gazette, March 22, 1731. 
33 The Pennsylvania Gazette, February 24, 1747. 
34 Ibid., March 16, 1747. 
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Pennsylvania Gazette the following year, thereby attest-
ing to the fact that Langdale bad set himself up in his 
old business in the Virginia Port.35 An advertisement in 
the Virginia Gazette a few years later declared that he 
continued to tan and sell leather at his shop in Norfolk. 36 
The need for leather workers in Virginia seemingly con-
tinued, for William Young, a shoemaker in Philadelphia, 
issued a legal notice in Franklin's paper announcing that 
he was departing for Virginia and urging his debtors and 
creditors to settle their accounts with him. 37 And in 1748 
partners in the leather breeches and skin dressing business, 
William Bates and Dennis Delanie, late of the City of New 
York, announced the opening of their new shop at the "Sign 
of the Sloop" in King Street, Charles Town.38 
A craftsman of an especially important degree of 
specialization was shuttlemaker Charles Lawrence, whose 
skill perhaps promoted the making of cloth in innumerable 
homes. Said Lawrence announced in the pages of the Amer-
ican Weekly Mercury that he had: " ••• lately come from Caro-
lina, living next Door to Mr. Nicholas Gattau's in Chestnut-
Street, makes very good Sleys, Tombles, and Shuttles for 
Weavers. D3g 
35 The Pennsylvania Gazette, January 12, 1748. 
36 February 21, 1751. 
37 The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 11, 1751. 
38 The South Carolina Gazette, March 14, 1748. 
39 May 25, 1721. 
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The significance of the Province of Pennsylvania 
as a center of paper making was well-known by mid-eighteenth 
century. This fact was clearly understood by an unnamed 
person who inserted the following advertisement in the Penn-
sylvania Gazette. The advertisement requested " ••• an 
honest and diligent Person, that is capable of building a 
good Paper-Mill, and another that understands the Making of 
Paper, are wanted to undertake and carry on that Business 
in a neighboring Colony •••• "40 
Watchmakers were relatively numerous in the colonies 
by 1740. At least one of their number, London trained John 
Clayton, saw fit to remove his place of business from 
Jamaica to Charles Town, South Carolina, where he set up 
his bench in the shop of Mr. Jeremiah Morgan's Gold and 
Silver Smith in Elliott Street. 41 Further indication ot 
the rapid development of a material civilization was evi-
danced in the notice of a jeweller to the people of Phila-
delphia. The advertisement stated that: 
Charles J. Dutens, Jeweller, from London, having 
settled at New-York, makes all sorts of fancy diamond 
rings, fancy notto rings, mourning rings, ear rings, 
stay-hooks, seals, lockets, stone buttons set in gold, 
stud etc •••• Being arriv'd in Philadelphia, and intend-
ing to spend a few days there, if any Gentlemen or 
Ladies pleases to honour him with their Custom, they 
may be informed to meet with him at Mr. John Sayre's, 
late from New-York, who can likewise inform them of 
his work, having seen several pieces of it •••• 42 
40 
41 
42 
The Pennsylvania Gazette, September 16, 1742. 
The South Carolina Gazette, June 6, 1743. 
The Pennsylvania Gazette, September 5, 1751. 
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It is quite likely that Dutens and Sayre had known 
one another in New York, the latter helping to facilitate 
the initiation of the former into Philadelphia business 
practices. 
The importance of molasses distilling in the New 
England scheme of trade was quite marked by mid-century. 
Nevertheless there must have occurred times when there was 
a lack of openings for young people intent upon entering 
that business. This obviously was the case with one young 
man, who advertised in the Boston Post Boy that he had 
11 
••• serv 1 d his Time to a Distiller in London, and has had 
the Small•Pox, is now in Boston, and would be glad of employ 
A i u43 in any Part of _mer ca •••• On another occasion an anon-
ymous advertiser expressed a need for a molasses distiller 
to remove to Jamaica.44 
Tobacco, which had continued to gather favor despite 
the earlier day objection of King James I and others, had 
become specialized to the point where a tobacconist was a 
man of some small skill. John Franks, late of London, by 
way of Halifax, Nova Scotia, advertised his new Philadel-
phia business " ••• all sorts of cut, hogtail, and pigtail 
tobacco, and Scotch snuff' •••• tt45 
The advance of the indigo culture in South Carolina, 
after its late introduction by Eliza Pinckney, was mirrored 
43 Boston Post Boy, March 30, 1752. 
44 The Boston Evening Post, November 20, 1852. 
45 The Pennsylvania Gazette, August 22, 1754. 
by the advertisement of an indigo "maker" from the West 
Indies, who had decided to try his fortune in the con-
tinental colony. 
Pierre Fore, (who for the present resides at 
Mrs. Barron's) having been for several years em-
ployed in the making of .Indico at st. Domingo, for 
which he flatters himself he is fully qualified, is 
desirous of employ in that business in this 
province •••• 46 
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The gradual accumulation of surplus capital created 
leisure and its concomitants for a relatively small group 
of people. This leisure, in turn, created a demand for 
the services of specialists whose skills can be designated 
almost exclusively as luxuries. The personal servant and 
the perukemaker were living symbols of opulent material-
istic success. A Boston "gentlewoman" voyaging to the 
West Indies at mid-century advertised for a servant maid 
to accompany her on the long and arduous voyage. 47 In 
1752 Henry Lyburt, staymaker from Philadelphia, announced 
that he intended to attend his business by making ladies' 
and children's stays for the people of Charles Town, South 
Carolina.48 
Before mid-century the inevitable English peruke-
maker had made his appearance on the American scene, to the 
46 The South Carolina Gazette, March 19, 1754. 
47 The Boston Evening Post, December 25, 1749; 
The Boston Weekly Post Boy, January 1, 1750. 
48 The South Carolina Gazette, December 4, 1752. 
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apparent disgust of some. After having copied the adver-
tisement of John Steel, English trained perukemaker, from 
the pages of the New York Gazette (May 21, 1750), the 
irrepressible Thomas Fleet, printer of the Boston Evenins 
Post, added ironically that: 
Such: a wonderful Man as this, would certainly find 
Encouragement among our Fox Tail, and Bob-Tail 
Gentlemen, and Tatematongue and Towering Ladies, 
should he remove hither, only it might seem unkind in 
us, to deprive the City of New York of so useful a 
Member. 49 
The military success of 1745 led to the rapid devel-
opment of the Louisbourg vicinity, and later (after 1748) 
the Halifax area. The initial need was to fortify the 
region against further depredations on the part of the 
French. As a result a large number of laborers were ur-
gently needed. Before the winter of 1745-1746 was over, 
Charles Apthorp and Nathaniel Sparhawk, Boston merchants, 
were given authority by the Board of Ordinance to hire the 
needed specialists. Early in February they requested 
" ••• Carpenters, Mas ona, l:,ime -Burners, or Labourers, that 
have a Mind to go to Louisbourg the Summer Season •••• n50 
By 1747 Thomas Hancock had supplanted Sparhawk as 
partner to Charles Apthorp, and agent for the government. 
In February of that year Apthorp and Hancock advertised 
for carpenters and bricklayers for Louisbourg, the notice 
49 The Boston Evening Post, June 11, 1750. 
50 Ibid., February 10, 1746; The Boston ~eekly Post 
Boy, February 10, 1746; The Boston Gazette or Wee kly 
Journal, February 11, 1746. 
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continuing until March.51 Apparently the need for brick-
layers was shortly satisfied, but advertisements the 
following month specified that there were a number of 
" ••• carpenters yet wanted •••• "52 Shortly thereafter the 
agents announced that: 
Such labouring Men as are inclined to go to Louis-
bourg and be employed in digging Coals ••• shall receive 
their Pay in Silver every Week, be protected from all 
impresses, and have Liberty to return in the Fall of 
the Year, if they don't incline to stay longer •••• 53 
Meanwhile settlement of Annapolis Royal close by 
went on apace. There was an apparent dearth of house 
servants, as evidenced by an advertisement which appeared 
in the Boston papers, requesting a good housekeeper " ••• Who 
is willing to go there in that Capacity •••• u54 A similar 
request was made through the good offices of Thomas Hancock 
for a " ••• sober industrious Woman, that understands House-
Business well, by a Gentleman and his Lady in their Family 
at Louisbourgh •••• 1155 
The demand for carpenters and others to build up 
51 The Boston Weekly Post Boy, February 16, 1747; 
March 9, 1747. 
52 Ibid., April 27, 1747; The Boston Evening Post, 
April 20, 1747. 
53 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, May 19, 1747: 
The Boston Even1ng past, May 18, 1747; The Boston Weekly Post 
Boy, June 1, 1747. 
54 The Boston Weekly Post Boy, August 31, 1747; The 
Boston Evening Post, September 28, 1747. 
55 The Boston Evening Post, March 28, 1748. 
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adequate military defenses at Louisbourg did not abate. 
In February 1748, ironically the very year in which Britain 
returned Cape Breton Island to France, Apthorp and Hancock 
again advertised for carpenters and masons. The announce-
ment further expressed: 
••• that should there be any Masons at New York, 
Connecticut, or Rhode Island, that will go in the 
Service; they shall have their Expenses paid to 
Boston, and put in Pay the lOth of March, if they 
are here by that Date, and kept in Pay, at 25s. 
per Day old Tenor, Sundays included, till they 
returned, Provisions allowed and Passages naid to 
Louisbourgh, and from thence to Boston •••• 56 
Other specialists made their way to the old French 
fortress. Benjamin Garrish, formerly of Boston, a brazier, 
inserted notice in the Evening Post that his Boston debtors 
pay their b~lances to Thomas Hubbard, acting as the said 
Gerrish's attorney.57 
After the. return of Louisbourg to France, Apthorp 
and Hancock continued on in the capacity of personnel agents 
for the new governor of Nova Scotia, Edward Cornwallis. 
Once again they advertised for carpenters, this time to go 
to Chebucto, soon to be Halifax, in Nova Scotia. 58 The 
following year another request was made for bricklayers to 
56 The Boston Evening P os t , February 15 , 17 48 ; The 
Boston Weekly Post Boy, February 15, 1748. 
57 The Boston Evening Post, February 1, 1748. 
58 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, August 15, 
1749; The Boston WeeklX Post Boy, August 21, 1749t The 
Boston Evening Post, August 28, 1749. ---
remove to Annapolis Royal in Nov~ Scotia for the summer 
months.59 Further evidence that people, at least in New 
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England, were moving northward was reflected in the papers 
of the period. In 1752 an anonymous Bostonian advertised 
for " ••• a good wet nurse ••• to cari•y a Child to Halifax •••• u60 
Evidently by the middle of the century people of 
skills had become quite used to taking their specialties to 
wherever the demand might arise. Such exchanges of skills 
most certainly quickened intercolonial economic and cul-
tural currents. The role of the newspapers cannot be 
termed one of a mere reflecting of this acceleration. The 
newspaper represented the .best possible instrument by 
which an artisan, laborer, or other could advertise his 
skill, and by which that skill might be sought on an 
intercolonial basis. 
59 The Boston Evening Post, March 6, 1749. 
60 Ibid., October 2, 1752. 
CF..APTER VI 
TRAVEL AND TRAVELLERS 
Travel by either sea or land at the beginning of 
the eighteenth century was slow, hazardous, and in most 
instances decidedly uncomfortable. As in the case of the 
transportation of goods, the ocean usually afforded the 
easiest means by which a person could travel from one 
colony to another. Overland travel in 1700, even from 
populous Boston to New York, could be a test of character 
and perserverance. Madam Sarah Knight wrote with a vivid 
pen concerning the perils and discomforts of such a jour-
1 . 
ney. The easiest way for a person living along the sea 
coast to have travelled virtually any distance over a few 
miles was by vessel. And early in the century coasting 
vessels advertised in the public prints that passage was 
available. Rarely if ever did the merchant or skipper 
concern himself further with soliciting human cargo. As 
the coastal centers developed, however, and as shippers 
came regularly to use the newspaper to advertise the de-
parture and destination of their vessels, accommodations 
for passengers took a more important place in the shipping 
business. It is quite probable that as the coasting trade 
grew into big business, not a few merchants accompanied 
1 George Parker Winship, editor, The Journal of Madam 
Knight {Boston: Small, Maynard and Company, 1920). 
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their cargoes in order to better assure a maximum return 
for their efforts. In 1734, for example, The South Car o-
lina Gaz e tte announced to its readers that there had died 
at Charles Town after a few days illness " ••• George Head , 
a Gentleman who came here with a Cargo from Philadelphia 
and Providence in the Schooner Jolly Batchelor •••• u2 
Since Head was buried in the Friends' cemetery at Charles 
Town, he may well have been a Rhode Island Quaker, convey-
ing his cargo from port to port southward. 
By 1740 many shipping advertisements contained pithy 
appeals for passengers. Typical perhaps was the notice of 
March 31, 1740 in the New York Journal: 
For Cape Fear, directly 
The Sloop Jane 
John Lockwood, Commander, 
Very fit to accomodate Passengers, 
for Freight or Passage, agree with 
the said Master on Board the said 
Sloop or at the House of John Webb, 
in Amboy. 
During wartime such advertisements also often stip-
ulat ed that the vessel was armed " •.• 8 Carriage Guns, Men 
answerable •••• 11 in hope of reassuring potential shippers 
and passengers.3 
Land travel was obviously stimulated by the develop-
ment of the colonial post office system. The newspapers 
2 July 6, 1734. 
3 Advertisement of The Samuel, Henry Elwis, Master, 
Charles Town, South Carolina to Philadelphia in The South 
Carolina Gazette, March 7, 1748. 
reveal that the emergence or a fairly regular stagecoach 
system followed hard on the heels of the postal service. 
Even after intercolonial post roads had been laid out, 
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land travel was a slow and arduous undertaking. The public 
prints, which were the chief means of advertising the 
arrivals and departures of both the post rider and the 
stage, often repqrted that one or the other had been de-
layed, especially during the difficult winter months or 
during heavy rains. Very early in the career of The Boston 
NewsLetter the unpredictability of the postal service was 
reflected in the short notice, "The Philadelphia Post not 
yet come in," an oft repeated announcement in eighteenth 
century newspapers.4 
Before the advent of the newspaper a fairly well 
systematized post had been set up from Boston, southward 
to Rhode Island and westward through Connecticut to New 
York, connecting sooner or later for Pennsylvania. Soon 
after the appearance of the News Letter the postal author-
ities sought its good offices to announce a speeding up 
of the northerly route, no doubt in response to pressure 
from impatient business men. A notice, appearing November 
26, 1705, specified: 
4 The Boston News Letter, August 13, 1705. 
Whereas the Southern Post from Boston to Rhode 
Island, for the Three Winter Months of December, 
January, and February, went and came once a Fort-
night, as the Western Post to New York, still does; 
That for the better advantage of Conunerce and Trade, 
the Southern Post goes out and returns in said 
Montl:l..s, once every Week •••• 5 · 
In February 1712 Jo~n Campbell announced to the 
public the passage in Parliament of an act 11 ••• for the 
Establishment of a General Post-office for all Her 
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Majesties Dominions •••• " There followed an abstl~act of 
the measure, containing the postal rates for various dis-
tances between Boston and Charles Town, South Carolina. 6 
The News Letter later informed its readers of the 
binding of Virginia to the northern colonies by means of 
"regular" overland service from Williamsburg to New York 
and thence to Boston, 
••• which Post set out from Williamsburgh on 
Monday last the Fourth Currant, and was to be at 
Annapolis on Friday the Eighth, and at Philadel-
phia Wednesday the Thirteenth, where he will meet 
the New York Post; will reach New York on Saturday 
the Sixteenth, and Boston the Twenty-third Day of 
this Instant Month.? 
Whether such ideal progress was ever attained must be sub-
ject to grave doubts in view of the numerous obstacles. 
A few years thereafter Andrew Bradford, postmaster 
at Philadelphia, and William Parks, postmaster at 
5 November 26, 1705. The News Letter of November 26, 
1711 and of November 28, 1815 reveal that the winter system 
was still being maintained. 
6 Ibid., February 4, 1712. 
7 Ibid., November 11, 1717. 
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Annapolis, both printers significantly, announced through 
the former's American Weekly Mercury that a new postal 
service would be set up between Philadelphia. and Annapolis, 
southbound via the western shore and northbound via the 
eastern shore of Chesapeake Bay.8 Apparently activity 
south of Philadelphia was never able to be sustained until 
the appearance on the intercolonial scene of Alexander 
Spotswood as newly appointed Postmaster General in 1732.9 
A few years later Peter Timothy gave notice that the 
assembly of South Carolina had appropriated 200h a. year 
for carrying on a post to Edenton, North Carolina. and 
northwa.rd. 10 The successes of an intercolonial postal 
system were announced to the readers of The Virginia 
Gazette the same year. · 
How a Communication may be ca.rry 1d on, by Post, all 
the Way from Piscataway, and Boston, in New England, 
through the Principal Towns and Places in New York, 
Pennsylvania., Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, 
to Charles Town, in South Carolina, and from thence 
there are frequent Opportunities to Georgia: ~hich 
must certainly be a great Benefit to the Public, and 
the Printer of the Paper keeps the Post Office in 
Williamsburg •••• ll 
Where the rigidities of the postal service interfered 
with the demands of time, licensed couriers were used. 
8 April 4, 1728. 
9 The New York Gazette, July 31, 1732. 
10 The South Carolina. Gazette, :May 3, 1739. 
,. 
11 June 22, 1739, "Successes" is here used from the 
point of view of operations, not as regards the capacity 
of the postal system for raising revenue. 
William Hill of Philadelphia a dvertised in The American 
Weekly Mercury of July 21, 1720 that he would act as a 
messenger to any part of the British continent. 
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And a courier between Charles Town, South Carolina 
and Georgia ma de known his s.rervice in the pages of Lewis 
Timothy's paper. 12 Several years later John Murphy of 
Philadelphia, who had ridden the Maryland Post for at 
least five years, quit his service job, but announced 
through The Pennsylvania Gazette that he intended to con-
tinue riding in the capacity of a priva t e courier " ••• to 
a ny part of this or the neighbouring provinces." 15 
Ironically the great increase in intercolonial 
travel, stimulated no doubt by the gradual i mprovement of 
postal routes, began to cut into postal revenue. In 
1736 Ellis Husk, Deputy Postmaster of Boston, issued a 
warning to those: 
••• great many Travellers and Carriers, t hat goes 
the Kings Post-Rout between this Place, Piscataqua, 
Rhode Island, etc. to carry a great Number of sealed 
Letters and deliver them to the Persons they are 
directed to; which is contrary to Act of Parliament • ••• l4 
The supposition that the postal system was expensive 
and uncertain is affirmed by the continued preference of 
subscribers to the use of advertising space whenever 
12 August 3, 1734. 
13 April 16, 1747. 
14 The Boston Weekly Post Boy, January 19, 1736. 
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feasible. A Rhode Island ~!stiller, for example, in-
formed his Boa ton customer by me ana of the · Post Boy that 
he had received a remittance from the latter. Clearly it 
was cheaper to forward the advertisement to the printer by 
way of the post rider than to send a private letter to the 
customer, who may have lived a considerable distance from 
the post office.l5 
Delays contlnued to occur frequently throughout the 
period. In 1742 the Pennsylvania Gazette reported that 
the Boston Post had been robbed near Seabrook, Connecticut, 
only to declare the following week that the original report 
had been a mistake, the western rider actually having been 
detained waiting for the eastern rider. 16 In 1745 a notice 
appeared to the effect that Joseph Shaw, rider between 
Philadelphia and New York, had absconded with some 150t.l7 
Despite such vicissitudes as uncertain weather, prim-
itive roads, and human fallibility the system continued to 
develop, breaking ground for stage and individual travel on 
an ever increasing scale. The tendency for an individual 
to undertake overland travel was greatly enhanced when he 
appreciated that his route had been recently and somewhat 
re gularly traversed by another. Thus the post was the 
1.5 The Boston Weekly Post Boy, Decemb~r ·' 8, 1740. 
16 March 10 and 17, 1742. 
17 The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 18, 1745; The 
Boston Weekly Post Boy, May 6, 1745. 
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natural pioneering agency for overland travel in general.l8 
The post was basically a commercial venture which 
bound the several colonies closer together economically. 
The stage carried the functions of the post rider a step 
further, concerning itself with the conveyance of passengers 
• 
as well as mail and goods. The stage was in part a logical 
improvement on the individual post rider, since a horseman 
was severely limited in the amount of letters and goods he 
might carry. As early as 1716 Jonathan Wardell of Boston 
and John Franklin of Newport announced the opening "run" of 
their stagecoach, which was to pass between those two 
towns once a fortnight .1·3 Some years later Alexander Thorp 
and Isaaco Casno gave notice in the New England Week ly 
Journal that the travel time between the above-mentioned 
centers had been cut to one week, not an extraordinarily 
long time in view of the quality of eighteenth century post 
roads. 20 The following year the Pennsylvania Gazette con-
veyed the notice that the weekly stage wagon between Trenton 
and Brunswick u ••• will be fitted up with Benches and cover 1 d 
over so that Passengers may sit easy and dry •••• u21 
18 Wesley Everett Rich, The History of the United 
States Post Office to the Year 1829 (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 1924), p. 6. 
19 The Boston News Letter, October 15, 1716. 
20 June 28, 1737. Alice Morse Earle's statement that 
New England roads were relat i vely good is not substantiated 
by the stage schedules. Stage-Coach and Tavern Days {New 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1900), p. 227. 
21 February 15, 1738. 
Overland travel between Charlotte Town, Maryland and 
Philadelphia was further encouraged by the announcement 
of the Maryland Gazette of October 18, 1745 of a 
u ••• caravan ••• f or the Conveniency of Passengers, Goods, 
Letters •••• 11 
In order to bridge the rivers emptying into the 
Atlantic, ferry or stage boats were set up. Richard 
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Harrison announced to readers of the Maryland Gazette in 
1745 that he kept " ••• a good Boat and Hands, fit to trans-
por t Gentleman, or others fre e to pass, to Virginia •••• " 
as well as an inn on the Potomac at Naujeney.22 Two years 
later notice was given of the opening of another ferry 
operated by one George Dent: 
••• about two Miles above Thompson's Ferry; equally 
convenient to Travellers up or down Virginia, as if 
set over to Hoe's; and thereby also is avoided a 
Creek that lies in the usual Way to Thompson's Ferry, 
dangerous to Strangers •••• 23 
Apparently the eighteenth century entrepreneur had few 
scruples about advertising to the detriment of his compe-
tition. Equally clear is the idea that increasing overland 
travel might support two or more competitive business 
operations within a short distance of one another. 
Developing overland activity even made possible such 
a business as James Smith's of Boston who gave notice that 
22 May 10, 1745. 
23 Maryland Gazette, June 7, 1747. 
he had " ••• a convenient light Coach for the cari•iage of 
Passengers and Goods to Rhode Island, or New Hampshire, 
and his price to and from either of those Places is Six 
Pounds per Journey •••• "24 For anyone not willing or 
able to wait for the regular stage, slow moving and 
ponderous as it was, James Smith's express service 
offered a unique opportunity. 
Although passage could be booked on almost any 
coasting vessel by 1750, the answer of the seaborne 
traders to the overland travel business, appeared in the 
form of the ocean going stage boat, a vessel which con-
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centrated its attention on passenger service. In Septem-
ber 1750 Joseph Borden, Jr., realtor par excellence, 
issued a notice in the Pennsylvania Gazette to all gentle-
men and ladies that a stage boat would sail from Philadel-
phia every Tuesday for Bordenstown, connecting on Thursday 
with a stage wagon which proceeded on to New York.25 Mean-
while Borden's New York associate, Daniel O'Brien, adver-
tised the return trip, New York to Philadelphia.26 These 
advertisements emphasized that the costs would be consider-
ably cheaper than on the overland route, at the same rates 
24 The Boston Gazette, August 5, 1728. 
25 The Pennsylvania Gazette, September 27, 1750. 
Borden failed to mention, as did his New York agent, that 
another change was necessary at Amboy. 
26 The New York Gazette Revived in the Weekly Post 
Boy, October 22, 1750. 
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as were customarily charged from Trenton to New Brunswick. 
The newspapers promoted travel throughout the period, 
by informing the prospective traveller of available facil-
ities and time and rate schedules. At the same time the 
prints mirrored what was certainly a natural tendency, the 
ever increasing tempo of travel on an intercolonial basis. 
In the early years of the century the papers were 
very likely to announce the arrival of any traveller from 
distant parts. The news that Ebenezar Coffin had arrived 
safe and sound at Philadelphia on the thirtieth of Sept-
ember, 1705 was relayed back to Boston and printed in the 
News Letter of October 22, no doubt easing the minds of 
his friends and relations.27 
A traveller's misfortune, on the other hand, was 
reported in News Letter of February 7, 1734, which announced 
the sudden death at New London of Mr. Thomas Wood of the 
Jerseys, who was travelling on horseback toward Boston. 
Some years later the New York Gazette Revived in The Weekly 
Post Boy carried a notice by one Thomas Bows of Newark, 
soliciting aid for the widow and heirs of William Jackson 
of Virginia, murdered on the highway after he had left the 
house of the former. The Boston Post Boy reprinted the 
advertisement, probably in hopes that the appeal might be 
27 The Boston News Letter, October 22, 1705. 
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effective in opening the purses of its own subscribers. 28 
Occasionally a legal notice would appear, t he sub-
scriber concerned in finding a traveller who had dis-
appeared. Such an announcement was issued for James 
Briant, a weaver, journeying from Gloucester County, New 
Jersey to the "'French Town" in New England, and " ••• has 
not been heard of since ••• he is desired speedily to return 
home, there being something considerably to his Advantage 
that demands him ••• !'29 
News of more well known travellers also appeared in 
the papers of the period. On March 10, 1742 Franklin 
stated that there was a subscription on foot for the encour-
agement of John Bartram, botanist, to travel through New 
York , Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Maryland in search of 
curious vegetables and fossils.30 The following week a 
copy of the subscription paper was printed, together with 
a tribute to the value of the study of botany and a bio-
gra phical sketch of Bartram. Concluding, the item stated 
that " ••• Subscriptions are taken at the Post-Office in 
Philadelphia. Near 20t a Year is already subscribed •••• n31 
Obviously The Pennsylvania Gazette played an important role 
in the promotion of the famous botanist's field trip. 
28 The New York Gazette Revived in The Weekly Post 
Boy, Apri l 8, 175lt The Boston Post Boy, April 15, 1751. 
The Virginia Gazette, May 24, 1751. 
29 The New York Weekly Post Boy, June 6, 1743. 
30 The Pennsylvania Gazette, March 10, 1742. 
31 Ibid., March 17, 1742. 
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In 1749-1750 Peter Kalm, a Swedish scientist, rode 
from the American colonies to Q,uebec and from thence to 
Albany and Nia~ Falls. On September 2, 1750 he sent a 
long letter from Albany to a friend at Philadelphia, re-
counting the majesty and wonder bf the "Great Falls of 
Niagra." This letter was printed in its entirety in The 
Pennsylvania Gazette of September 20, 1950, and reprinted 
in the November 12 issue of the South Carolina Gazette, 
again revealing the news link between Franklin and the 
Timothys. The timeliness of the subject matter was 
attested when William Hunter republished the account over 
six months later in his Virginia Gazette.32 
Although intercolonial travel developed mightily 
during the first half of the century, it is certain that 
the great majority of people never left the bounds of 
their own colonies. But by means of such newspaper accounts 
as those of Peter Kalm and other peripatetics, the stay-at-
homes could travel vicariously. This phenomenon helps in 
part to explain the popularity during this period of the 
published journal, a number of which appeared during the 
1740's. Probably the most important of these publishing 
travellers was the great English revivalist, George ~fuite-
~ield. In August of 1740, shortly after the opening of h:ls 
32 The Pennsylvania Gazette, September 20, 1750; 
The South Carolina Gazette, November 12, 1750; The Virginia 
Gazette, May 9, 1751. 
career of itinerancy in America, his journal first 
appeared. Sometimes announced as having been written by 
"William Seward, Gentleman Companion," and selling in in-
stallments of varying lengths, the journal was advertised 
from time to time by J. Edwards and S. Eliot , Daniel 
Henchman, S. Kneeland and T. Green, and Thomas Fleet in 
Boston, Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia , and Peter 
Timothy in South Carolina.33 Henchman's supply was 
" ••• to be disp os ed of for the Benefit of the Negi'O School 
in the Province of Penns ylvania ••• ," and contained an 
account of the voyage from Savannah to Philadelphia, and 
from thence to England.34 
If ·the amount of advertising space in the several 
papers is a good indication that a great deal of interest 
was aroused over the Vv,hi tefie ld Journal. P.. few years 
later an anon~nous notice appeared in the Boston papers 
advertising,"A Journal of Travels from Boston through 
several Towns in the Country , and to Boston again ••• In 
the Method of Mr . VLhitefield 's Journals, but vastly more 
35 entertaining •••• " The new work sought, at least by 
comparison, to have relegated the divine's journal to 
33 The Boston Evening Post, August 18, 1740; The 
Bos ton Weekly News Letter, January 1, 1741; The Boston 
Weekly Post Boy, November 2, 1741; The Pennsylvania 
Gazette, November 2!7, 1740; The South Carolina Gazette, 
November 20, 1740. 
34 The Boston Weekly News Letter, January 1, 1741. 
35 The Boston Weekly News Letter, March 7, 1745; 
The Boston Evening Post, March 11, 1745. 
136 
137 
the realm of obscurity, but succeeded chiefly in further 
publicizing it. 
In 1749 there appeared in America the published 
journals of two Q,.uaker itinerants, Thomas Story and Thomas 
Chalkley, both of whom had travelled through America 
earlier in the century. Since both men had been sometime 
residents of London, Philadelphia, and the West Indies, 
the competition in the sale of the journals was stimulat-
ing. Significantly, the advertisements of neither of 
these journals emphasized the r e ligious, being aimed for 
t he most part at a reading public which found little oppor-
tunity to trave l.36 
P erhaps in answer to heightened travel interes t~ 
there was printed in Boston in 1732 The Vade Mecum for 
America, or a Companion for Traders and Travellers. This 
publication was declared by the Boston papers as contain-
ing, among other things, the names of towns and counties, 
as well as a description of the principal roads from 
".v.the Mouth of the Kennebeck-River in the North-East 
of New-England to James River in Virginia •••• rt37 Some 
two and a half years later Franklin, ever the enthusiastic 
books e ller, advertised the guide, attesting its continued 
36 The Pennsv lvania Gazette , August 13, 1749; 
November 23, 1749. 
37 The New ~ggland Journal, April 24, 1732; The 
Boston Weekly News Letter, April 27, 1732. 
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application for the intercolonial traveller.38 
A number of r~ps, some local, some continenta l in 
scope, were printed and a dvertised. Undoubtedly the news -
paper he lped to distribute the work of the cartographer 
throughout the several colonies, thereby facilitating 
travel and trade.39 
A number of people who attained considerable pub-
licity, mos t of which was well warranted, were travelling 
poseurs, rogues, or cheats. Such persons were usually 
not actually convicted criminals, solely because they 
1oonaged to keep a step ahead of the law. Such a person 
was Thomas Warner, who carne as the school master to 
Darby Pennsylvania in 1733, claiming he had served his 
"time" in southern Virginia. After some furtive love-
making and a pos t-P..a tal shotgun wedding said Warner fled 
Darby, making " ••• divers Efforts •.• to debauch other 
Women ••• and is supposed to be gone towards New York •••• 11 
Ample warning was afforded by the Pennsylvania Gazette to 
everyone "regardful of their reputat ion. 11 40 
Undoubte d ly the most widely-known travelling rogue 
of the period was Tom Bell of Boston and Harvard College. 
38 The Pennsylvania Gazette, Nov ember 21, 1734. 
39 Maps will be treated more fully in the chapter 
dealing with education. 
40 Notice by "credible Persons in Chester County" 
in The Pennsylvania Gazette, June J.3, 1734. 
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He began his intercolonial career in 1738, when he was 
apprehended in Pennsylvania .for posing as the scion of 
the Bosnon Hutchinson clan. Shortly he escaped the 
sherif f and made his way to the West Indies.41 At 
Earbados he attempted, and successfully for a time, to 
pass himself o.f.f as the son of the late Governor Burnet 
of Massachusetts. By means of such devices as the taking 
of an imprint of Burnet's seal off a map of Boston and 
the exploiting of wl~t knowledge of live people and dead 
languages he had gleaned in his abortive career at Har-
vard, Bell was able to live for a time in handsome 
fashion. Detection and prosecution w~ imminent however. 
From that time (1739) for more than a decade, he moved 
from colony to colony, passing himself off as sundry 
fictitious and real people, usually as the son of the 
governor of a distant province, and taking advantage of 
the naive and the compassionate. From the time of his 
apprehension, confinement, and jail-breaking at Philadel-
phia in 1743 tile newspapers faithfully chronicled his 
numerous and far-flung activities. His operations con-
tinued despite unnumbered warnings, together with a 
rather vivid description: 
41 The Virginia Gazette, July 28, 1738. 
Tom Bell, alias Burnet, alias Rowland, alias 
Fairf ax, alias Wentworth, alias Livingston, alias 
Rip Van Dam, etc •••• He is a slim Fellow, thin 
visaged, appears like a Gentleman, talks of all 
Persons of Note as if intimately acquainted with 
them, and c hanges his Names and Cloaths very 
often •••• 42 
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In July 1752, after having disappeared for about two years, 
Bell put in a surprise appearance at Williamsburg, where 
he announced that he had reformed and was teaching school 
in Hanover County. Aft e r informing the public of this 
bit of news, William Hunter of The Virginia Gazette 
declared somewhat skeptically " ••• it may perhaps be a 
Surprise to many, who are apt to say, 1Can the Aethiopean 
change his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots; then also may 
he do good that has been accustomed to do evil.' n43 
In 1752 The Virginia Gazette advertised a proposal 
for printing by subscription The Travels and Adventures of 
the Famous Tom Bell (1730-1752).44 Other newspapers 
copied the proposal, The Boston Post Boy suggesting that 
just possibly Tom Bell was anxious to raise money to put 
himself in some respectable business.45 As late as July 
1754 t h e proposal was still afoot, but unfortunately for 
42 The New York Evening Post, March 25, 1745; The 
South Carolina Gazette, l',ebruary 11, 1746. 
43 The Virginia Gazette, July 24, 1752; The Boston 
Vllieek l v- News Letter, August 27, 1752; The South Caroli~ 
Gazette, November 13, 1752. 
44 August 14, 1752. 
45 october 16, 1752. 
future generations, less familiar with Tom's peregrina-
tions than his own, it apparently never bore fruit. 46 If 
Tom Bell faded into quick oblivion it was hardly the 
fault of the newspapers. They printed and reprinted 
countless items about this eighteenth century confidence 
man, possibly as much because they recognized his wide 
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entertainment appeal as from a sense of duty to an unwary 
public. 
The value of reprinting information about other less 
talented poseurs was apt to be more apparent. In 1753 David 
Currie of Lancaster County, Virginia, ha. ving long adver-
tised for his runaway convict servant woman in the Virginia 
Gazette, gave notice in the Pennsylvania Gazette that: 
In reading of the Virginia Gazette, #87 LAugust 28, 
175gL I find an extract of a letter from Chester, in 
Pennsylvania ••• mentioning a quack doctor, by the name 
of Charles Hamilton, pretending to be brought up 
under Dr. Green, a noted Mountebank in England, who 
turns out to be a woman in man's cloaths, and now 
assumes the name of Charlotte Hamilton ••• ;if she talks 
broad, I have reason to believe that she is the very 
servant who belongs to me •••• Reward Two Pistoles and 
what the law allows •••• tt47 
~~ether Currie ever regained his elusive servant cannot 
readily be ascertained. Nevertheless the potential effi-
cacy of reprinting such items is clear. 
In October 1752 a New York paper announced the late 
46 The South Carol:tna Gazette, July 18, 1754. 
47 The Pennsylvania Gazette, February 20, 1753. 
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arrival and prompt de parture of one Richard P erot 
" ••• the .Person who has lately made so much Noise on Pre-
tence of being rob 1d in Penn's Manor, and has turned out 
almost a second Tom Bell •••• n48 Thomas Fleet reprinted 
the item in his Evening Post, adding laconically"·· .possi-
bly he may favor us with a Vis it. 11 49 
A year later the Pennsylvania Gazette published an 
extract of a letter from New London, Connecticut warning 
Philadelphians to be on the lookout for two shady char-
acters, Robert Wall and Edward Langford, former residents 
of North Carolina, who were apparently in the process of 
wending their way southward. A careful description of 
both was included in the printed portion.50 
The distinction between a rogue such as Tom Bell 
and the average migratory criminal was vast. The average 
criminal, lacking suavity and a modicum of good breeding, 
usually got hanged. This was the cas e with John Barnes, 
alias John Greenwood, alias John Thompson, alias George 
Brown who was executed at Newark, New Jersey in 1738. 
The New York Gazette saw fit to print his death-row con-
fession, which included crimes, most often common theft, 
committed in Maryland, Philadelphia, New Jersey, New York, 
48 The New York Gazette z Revived in The Weekl;,y Post 
Boy, October 9, 1752. 
49 The Boston Evening Post, October 16, 1752. 
50 The Pennsllvania Gazette, August 16, 1753. 
Albany, and Simsbury, Middletown, S pringfield, Rhode 
Island, and Boston.51 The publicizing of such extensive 
activities must have done much to further commonalty 
amongst law-abiding people in all the localities victim-
ized by the said confessor. 
Sometimes a public official, often the sheriff, 
would issue a notice in the papers that he had taken up 
a suspect, who could not account for his peregrinations, 
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and who quite possibly had br.·oken jail in .another colony. 
In this way the papers further aided in regulating the 
_comings and goings of shady wayfarers. 
The value of the public notice given for the appre-
hension of one Walter Paterson, a Philadelphia jailbreaker, 
is subject to serious doubts. It was stated in the News 
Letter that he " ••• is supposed to be gone to New-York, or 
New-England, tho' some think towards Maryland and Virginia, 
but may possibly quit the Continent for some of the West-
India Islands •••• " Some justification for the insertion 
of the announcement was added with the inclusion of a 
rather vivid description of the culprit. 53 
Further service was rendered by the newspapers in 
giving information about intercolonial counterfeiting, an 
51 The New York Gazette, December 4, 1738. 
52 For example, Sheriff Nicholas Scull of Philadelphia 
issued such a notice in The Maryland Gazette of February 17, 
1747. 
53 
'J.lhe Boston Weekly News Letter, April 20, 1753. 
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activity which was particularly appealing to a great num-
ber of sharpers in view of the chaotic state of currency 
in the colonies. 
In 1723 The Boston Gazette printed the news of the 
apprehension of David Willson and David Wallace, membei•s 
of an international counterfeiting ring operating out of 
Ireland. The paper very carefully gave the number and 
description of all the false bills yet in circulation, 
plus the method by which one might recognize their spur-
iousness • 54 
A few years later, one Zechariah Field, 11 a New-
England man by birth, 11 was apprehended at Philadelphia in 
his progress from Virginia, some one hundred and one coun-
terfeit dollars being found upon him. Since he was a 
metal worker by trade, it appeared that he preferred the 
art of coining to that of printing. The Boston papers, 
apparently impressed with the financial abilities of a son 
of New England, gave the story prominent space.55 
Considerable attention was given in 1738 to an 
announcement of Alexander Spotswood, Postmaster General, 
titled "A Caution to the Paper Money Colonies," and con-
tainlng a description of Joshua Dean, his runaway servant, 
54 April 3, 1727. 
55 The Boston Gazette, July 20, 1730; The Weekly 
News Letter, July 23, 1730. 
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who was " ••• a great Artist a.t Coyning •••• "56 Considering 
the fact that so many printers held postmasterships, it 
is hardly remarkable that such a notice would warrant 
extensive coverage. 
The following year Samuel Flood and Joseph Steel, 
New Englanders, were caught in an attempt to induce John 
Hastier, a New York goldsmith, to engrave a copper plate 
or a New Hampshire five shilling bill. Evidently the two 
had realized some earlier success, for the New York Gaz-
etta printed a completely itemized account of the counter-
fait Rhoda Island bills found upon them. No doubt in def-
erence to their Rhode Island readers, the Boston papers 
reprinted the article in its entirety.57 In many other 
instances the newspapers publicized the transient activ-
ities of wandering counterfeiters. 
Beginning with the early issues of the News Letter, 
runaway slave and servant notices appeared regularly 
throughout the period in all the papers. The advertising 
columns literally abounded in runaway notices, some from 
very distant places. In 1705 Samuel Niles of Kingston, 
Rhode Island advertised for his Narragansett Indian man 
56 The Pennsylvania Gazette, June 15, 1738; The New 
York Weekly Journal, July 3, 1738; The Boston Gazette, July 
3, 1738; The New York Gazette, July 17, 1738; The South 
Carolina Gazette, July 27, 1738; The Virginia Gazette, 
August 11, 1738. 
57 The New York Gazette, March 6, 1739; The Boston 
Weekly Post Boy, March 9, 1739; The Boston Gazette, March 
19, 1739. 
s e rvant in the pages of t he News Letter, stipulating 
tha t whoe v er took up the said runaway 11 ••• shall be v.re ll 
satisfied for his pains •••• tt58 
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Intercolonial mercantile and personal associa tions 
we r>e ref l ected a nd u ndoubte d ly strengthened by such 
notices as tha t of rtMas t er Ja.'11a.in" of New York in a Boston 
paper . The notice, together with the usua l descriptive 
details, aru1ou nced the disappearance of his servant, an 
Indian girl, and asked that she be returned to: 
Mr. Andrew Faneuil Merchant in Boston: if taken 
up in the Provinces o.f the Massachusetts-Bay and 
New Hampshire; If in Conne cticut Colony , to Mr . 
John Clark at Saybrook ; If at Rhode -Island Colony, 
to Mr. William Barbutt; in Pensilvania to Mr . 
Benjami n Godfrey; In Carolina to Me ss ieurs Guerard 
. and Pacquerau; If in the Province of New-York at 
Albany to Col . Peter Schuyler; and other part of 
said Province t o her Master Jamain •••• 59 
The close fraterna l and commercia l ass ocia tion of 
the printers was revealed in Andrew Bradford's advertise-
ment for his runaway printer-apprentice, one Nicholas 
Classon. Bradford gave notice that the s aid Clas son could 
b e returne d to 11 ••• William Bradford in New-York, to Samu e l 
Knee land in Boston, or to William Parks at Annapolis in 
I>aaryland ••• , 11 all, significantly, printers of some note. 60 
58 The Boston News Letter, October 15, 1705. 
59 Ibid., January 20, 1'707. 
60 The Boston Gazette, June 24 , 1728. 
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The f'ollowing years William Parks had similar notices pub-
lished in distant papers on at least two distinct occasions, 
no particular tribute to Parks' treatment of h is appren-
tices.61 Innumerable people, including other printers, 
availed themselves of this method of giving public notice. 
Countless advertisements many of which bridged 
great d istances, fostered a habit of cooperation. Illicit 
travel and the notices it called forth most certainly 
created intercolonial associations, some perhaps of a 
lasting nature. As in the case of suspicious characters, 
es ca pe d convicts, and counterfeiters, the newspaper con-
tinu ed to serve as the best existing medium by which a 
des cription and other pertinent information about a run-
away could be circulated. 
There can be little doubt that the newspaper, by 
printing and reprinting travel news and notices, was a 
most efficacious agency for fostering intercolonial travel 
activity, at least on the part of legitimate travellers. 
In helping to curtail the roaming of others, the public 
press made a worthwhile contribution toward civilizing 
the colonies as a whole. 
61 The Boston Gaz e tte, October 6, 1729. The New 
York Gazette, June 1, 1730. 
CHAPTER VII 
CURIOSITY~ SCIENCE~ AND MEDICINE 
Although the eighteenth century American had become 
accustomed to his new environment with its enlarged per-
s pective and distinguishing natural phenomena, his cur-
iosity about the world around him had not dimmed. The 
abundance and variety of the indigenous fauna and flora 
of the New World opened countless new avenues to the inter-
ested observer. The enormity of the natural phenomena--the 
e x tremes of cold and heat, the violence of hurricane and 
flood--when compared with the more tranquil atmosphere of 
Great Britain was itself enough to encourage most Ameri-
. 
cans to observe nature with more than passing interest, 
especially since the great majority of people were wholly 
dependent upon the harvest of the soil or the sea for a 
livelihood.l This factor, coupled with the sense of cur-
iosity native to most Anglo-saxons, helps to account for 
the exchange of all sorts of observations, running the 
gamut from the naively fantastic to the keenly perceptive. 
The n ews papers printed a wealth of information, rarely 
discriminating betwe en the pseudo-scientific and the 
scientific, at least until certain generally accepted dis-
ciplines had been added to the national habit of 
1 For an excellent study of the new and enlarged en-
vironment of the Western Hemisphere see John Bakeless, The 
Eyes of Discovery (Philadelphia and New York: J. B. Lippin-
cott Company, 1950), especially Chapters X~ and XII. 
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observation. The results of many investigations which 
had a genuine scientific basis were exchanged privately 
among such skilled observers as Cadwallader Colden, 
Benjamin Franklin, and John Bartram; of these obs e rvations 
a relatively small portion was given common currency in 
the public prints. On the other hand, experiments which 
had both a dramatic and utilitarian appeal, such as the 
electrical studies of the 1740's, were widely disseminated 
by means of the several newspapers. 
During the early years of the century many credulous 
accounts of half-imagi,ried beasts, worthy descendents of John 
Josselyn's creatures, found their way into the public 
prints. John Campbell's News Letter, since it was the 
earliest paper and wanted the discipline of competition for 
some fifteen years, wa s especially prone to circulate news 
of observations which bordered on the naive. Typical, per-
haps, was the article on the "creature" sighted by three 
men as it lay sunning itself on a rock off Indian Neck at 
Branford, Connecticut. 
The lower part was like Fish, coloured like a 
Mackrel, with a Forked Tail, and t wo F'ins about 
half a Foot from its Tail, its length was ab out five 
or six Feet, its Neck and Shoulders proportion' d 
as a Mans; and it is suppos 1.d to be a Mermaid.2 
As late as 1736 news of the sighting of a nmermB.n " 
at Bermuda, culled from the pag es of Franklin's Gazette, 
2 March 19, 1716. 
significantly enough, rated space in the Boston paper: 
The upper Part of (the) Body was in the Shape 
and about the bigness of a Boy of 12 Years old , 
with long black Hair; the lower Part resembled a 
Fish. He was first seen on Shore, and taking to 
the Water, was pursu 1d by People in a Boat, who 
intended to strike him with a Fish-gig; but 
approaching him, the human Likeness surpriz'd 
them in t o Compassion, and they had not Power to 
do it. 3 
150 
Description of sea creatures was not always credu-
lous, for the News Letter informed its readers on two 
separate occasions of the rather sensational capture of a. 
whale in the Hudson River &nd the killing of a large shark 
in the Schuylkill, a considerable distance upstream.4 
In 1705, shortly after Campbell had begun his weekly 
printi~~ chore, news of what may well have been the first 
historical discovery of mawno th remains in America was 
relayed from New York to Boston: 
There is a. great prodigious Tooth, brought here, 
supposed by the shape of it to be one of the far great 
Teeth of a Man; it weighs 4 lbs. and 3/4, the top of 
it is as sound and white as a Tooth can be, but the 
Root ts much decayed, yet one of the Fangs of it holds 
half a pint of Liquor, It was lately dug up, a great 
way under giDund i n the side of a Back or Hill 30 or 
40 Foot above it, at or near a place called Clavarack, 
about 30 miles on this side of Albany, and is look't 
upon here as a might wonder, whether the Tooth be of 
Man or Beast •••• 5 
Since the forest around even the large cen ters 
abounded with animal life, few Americans were indifferent 
3 The Pennsvlvania Gazette, April 29, 1736. The Boston 
Weekly News Letter , May 2.0, 1736. The inc l us 1 on of this item 
in Franklin' a paper leads one to suspect that sensationalism 
often took precedent over science. 
4 March 10, 1707; September 9, 1736. 
5 The Boston News Letter, July 30, 1705. 
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to man's relationship to the wild creatures. Stories of 
the depredations of panthers and wolves on the flocks of 
husbandmen meant interesting and even sensational reading. 
Early in 1730 New Englanders were informed of a rather 
gripping encounter between a .Pennsylvania Indian and a 
large panther, which was graphically delineated in the 
following account: 
Its Legs being thicker than that of a Horse, with 
a Body proportionable, and the Nails of its Claws 
longer than the middle Finger of a Man's Hand. It 
seems the Indian who killed him was creeping upon t he 
ground, in order to have a Shot at a Buck, but 
accidentally he saw the Panther a few Yards off, just 
ready to leap upon him he thereupon instantly fires, 
and luckily, with about 4 or 5 Swan shot, hit him in 
the Head, and killed him. The Indian received a con-
siderable Reward for the Service from the Liberality 
of the neighbouring People.6 
The next week there appeared in the News Letter, again by 
way of Philadelphia, the lurid account of a frontier 
sheepherder who had killed a wolf virtually with his bare 
hands.? 
The obvious interest of Americans in the £auna which 
lived around them in great numbers and varieties lead to a 
series of commercial ventures, involving the exhibition of 
a number of animals, some rare, some not-so-rare, some 
native, and some foreign. In order to make such exhibitions 
6 The Pennsylvania Gazette, January 13, 1730; 
The Weekly News Letter, February 26, 1730. 
7 The Pennsylvania Gazette, January 27, 1730; 
The Weekly News Letter, March 5, 1730. 
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profitable, the entrepreneurs usually " p layed" the seve r al 
urban centers, relaying advance news and advertiseme n ts by 
way of the public prints. 
One of the earliest travelling e xhibits of the an-
imal kingdom was a lion, import ed from Afri ca into New 
England and t hence southward through the continent and into 
t he West Indies. The Boston Gazette announced t he presence 
of the "king-of-beasts" early in 1726: 
This is to give Notice to all Persons that have 
Curi osity to see the Lyon, now at Mrs. Adams's at 
the South End of Boston, that he is intended to be 
Ship t off for the West-Indies, early in the Spring.8 
A year and a half later "Leo 11 was being exhibited at 
Abraham Bickly's store in Wa t er Street, Philadelphia for 
the nominal fee of one shilling per person.9 Years later 
the northern papers announced t h e death of the cosmopol-
itan of the feline world: 
Last Saturday night, the Lyon, King of Beasts, who 
had travelled all over North America .by Sea and Land, 
d ied here in a Tan-yard. Like other Kings, ~is Death 
was often reported, long before it happened. 0 
8 The Boston Gazette, January 17, 1726. Robert 
William Glenroie Vail mentions the lion's peregrinations 
i n "Random Notes on the History of the Early American Circus," 
P roceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, 43:116 -185, 
April, 1933. Vail breaks off his narrative, h owever, in 
t h e year 1728. · 
9 The American Weekly Mercury, August 31, 1727. Note 
was mad e that the lion " ••• is design'd to be carried from 
this Place to the 20th of September next •••• 11 
lO The Pennsylvania Gazette, January 25, 1732. Article 
copied from "·· .a Boston print .•• " of January 3, 1732. 
In 1733 Benjamin Franklin copied an advertisement 
from a Boston print in which was recounted the story of 
the capture and subsequent public display of a "Gre enland 
Be~r," together with a description of its native habitat. 
Apparently the creature expired before he could be shown 
south of Boston.ll In 1737 people of Massachusetts were 
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given what appears to have been a rare opportunity to see 
a female opossum with its new-born litter, imported, a long 
with a load of Carolina leather, by George Hewes, a Boston 
tanner. Attesting that the 'possums might be seen " ••• at 
a reasonable Price ," Hewes, with more showmanship than per-
ception, a n nounc ed: 
It is of the Female Kind, and has 8 young ones, 
which it carries about in a false :j3elly, to which they 
go in and out at Pleasure. These Possoms are about the 
Size of a large Cat, with long Fur and have some 
Rese mb lances of several other Creatures; the Snout or 
Nose is long and hard like a Hog's, the Eyes much like 
a Rat's, the Feet or Paws like a Child's Hands, with a 
long round Tail. The manner of their .Production is very 
surprising, viz. after ----ation, there appears some-
thing like a drop of Gum or othe r Moisture upon each of 
the Female's Teats or Dugs, where it continues till the 
young ones are formed out of it, and where they grow 
to maturity, or ripe, which is about Four Months, they 
drop off like F'ruit into the false Belly, and when they 
want Nourishment, they creep out of the Belly, and put 
their Heads int~ the Dam's Mouth, and suck the Moisture, 
but when they are grown up they eat Eggs, which is t he ir 
chief Food •••• 12 
several other native animals proved comme rcially in-
teresting. In 1737 Alexander Cochrane, keeper of the 
11 The Pennsylvania Gazette, February 28, ).733. 
12 The Boston Evening Post, May 23, 1737. 
"Black Horse" in Boston, advertising the display of a 
black moose brought especially for the occasion from 
Cape Sable.l3 Another specime n of that curious monarch 
of the north was exhibited some four and a half years 
later by John Saunders, ''Huntsrnan, rt of :Philadelphia: 
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A stra nge and surprizing Creature, call 1 d a Mouse 
LSi£7 about the Bigness of a Horse; it has a Face like 
a Mouse, Ears like an Ass, Neck and Back like a Camel, 
Hind-parts like an Horse, and of 2 Colours, Tail like 
a Rabbet LSi£7 and Feet like an Heifer ••• and is so 
fine limb'd it can jump 6 Feet high.l4 
The inquisitive of Boston were later treated to the 
show of still another moose, captured in its infancy to the 
northward in Nova Scotia.l5 In 1737 the Boston Gazette 
announced the exhibition at Philadelphia of a pair of elk; 
apparently the press of civilization had already resulted 
in the withdrawal of this species' further into the hinter-
land . l6 An event which seized the imagination of Boston 
newsmen some years later was the capture and subsequent dis-
play of a large sea creature, probably a sea-lion, at Nova 
Scotia. The narrative of the capture and a long rambling 
description of the beast were reprinted in full from the 
newly founded Halifax Gazette.l7 
13 The New Eng land Weekly Journal, May 17, 1737. 
14 The Pennsylvania Gazette, November 10, 1743. 
15 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, October 10, 
1749. 16 The Pennsylvania Gazette, July 28, 1737; The _Boston 
Gazette, August 8, 1737. 
17 The Halifax Gazette, May 30, 1752; The Boston 
Weekly Post Boy, June 15, 1752; The Boston Evening Post, June 
15' 1752. 
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Another denizen of Africa whose travels for a time 
r ivalled those of t he peripatetic lion was a came l, whose 
presence was advertised i n Boston late in 1738: 
The Carnell is return'd from Piscataqua, and is to 
be seen in This Town at the Sign of the Three Horse 
Shoes i n the C ommon.l8 
After a dis play of a few weeks in Boston it was announced 
that the "ship-of-the-desert" would shortly be shipped off 
to the West Indies .19 Some nine months la te1~ the said 
beast was being exhibited in New York at one shilling for 
men and women and six pence for children; it is highly 
possible that a successful showing had already been made 
in the West Indies. 20 The following spring the well-
travelled beast was advertised to the curious of Pennsyl-
vania through Franklin 's Gazette in a manner which antic-
ipated Barnum by some 130 years: 
Notice is hereby given to all Persons, that t here 
is come to Town, a very Wonderful and surprizing 
Creature to all Persons in these Parts of the World, 
and it in the Scripture the very same Creature, which 
is there called a Camel. It is impossible to describe 
the Creature, and therefore all Persons of ingenious 
Curiosity have an Opportunity of Satisfying themselves. 
The Creature was brought with great Difficulty from 
the Desarts of Arabia in that Quarter of the Vforld 
which is called Asia, to New-Eng land; a Curiosity which 
never was in this Country, and very likely never will 
be again. Constant Attendance will be given to all 
Persons desirous of seeing said Creature at the House 
of owen OWen, Es~uire , at the Sign of the I ndian King 
in .Philadelphia. 1 
18 The Boston Gazette, u:aecembe:p 11:, >173/?. '· 
19 The New England Weekl;£ Journal, i.-'ebruary 27, 1739. 
20 The New York Gazette , Novembel" 12, 1739. 
21 The Penns;,ylvania Gazette, May 29' 1740. 
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A similar notice heralded the arrival in Philadel-
phia in 1744 of a Leopard, tthalf a Lion and half a Pa rdeal, 11 
which was expected to depart summarily for d isplay else-
where.22 
Curiosity about the flora of a distant place was 
essentially just as natural as was the wid espread interest 
in the fauna, and Americana were singularly conce~ned with 
items of an a g rarian nature. The News Lett e r, for example, 
reprinted the following pre -chamber of commerce item from 
the pages of William Parks' Virginia Gazette : 
We hear from Stafford County, that Mr. Mercer lately 
pull'd out of his Corn-Field, a Cucumber of the Turky 
Kind, which measured 4 1 8" long, and 13" round, a nd was 
not at its f ull Growth, or in the least turned yellow. 
My Author says, Fifty Gentlemen of Credit, besides t h e 
Parson of the Parish will attest the Truth of it, if 
require d •••• 23 
Int e rest in the hazards which accompanied t h e serious 
b usiness of agriculture was equally widespread. When, early 
in the summer of 1749, the crops of Penns y lvania farme rs 
were b e leaguered by a swarm of locust, the intelligence was 
transmitted northward to New York and sou thward to South 
Carolina. Intelligence of s u ch a threa temill'ig ~- natural 
phenomenon was i mportant, bearing a quality of universality 
22 The Pennsylvania Gazette, October 18, 1744. The 
le opard may well have expired suddenly, for it is a pparently 
impossible to pick up its trail elsewhere. 
23 The Virginia Ga~ e tte, September 7, 1739; The Boston 
Weekly News Le tter, Octob e r 11, 1739. 
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wherever men counted heavily on the fruits of the harvest.24 
As it perhaps has in all times among all men, the 
weather afforded an engrossing mystery to ponder, if not to 
do anything about. The News Letter early served to publicize 
unusual climatic conditions in distant colonies. In March 
of 1710 New England readers were informed of unseasonably 
mild weather experienced by Marylanders: 
1fle have had here one of the mildest Winters that has 
be en known in the Memory of Man, which we suppose to be 
Universal on the Continent.25 
Unfortunately John Campbell did not see fit to make a Boston 
comment on the "Universal" character of the season. 
If the winter of 1709-1710 had been especially mild, 
then that of 1716-1717 was so severe that in Philadelphia 
t h e S ch uyki ll froze fast and a booth was built the reon 
n ••• where Hundreds of People dayly Flock •••• n26 Such was 
t h e intelligen ce that was conveyed. to reade rs of the News 
Letter, who were probably suffering from low temperatu res 
thems e lves. The occurrence of a f lood, an earthquake, or 
a destr uctive hail-storm was nens t o an eighteenth century 
editor, e ven if the phenomenon appeared hundreds of miles 
away. In the spring of 1721 a flash flood struck the 
24 The Pennsylvania Gaz~tte, June l, 1749; The New 
York Weekly Journal, June 5, 1749; The South Carolina 
Gazette, July 17, 1749. 
25 The Boston News Letter, March 5, 1710. 
26 Ibid., January 14, 1717. 
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Philadelphia area, carrying away houses and drowni1~ cattle 
and sheep in great numbers; this calamity was reported by 
way of private correspondence in the Boston press. 2 7 Sim-
ilarly the account of a terrible tornado which levelled 
dwe llings in the heart of Philadelphia wa s convey ed to 
residents of New England by means of the News Letter.28 
And Boston readers were later informed of an earthquake 
which rumbled through Pennsylvania on a winter night in 
1737. 'rhe analysis of the tremor was just possibly made by 
Franklin himself: 
· ··Llil was also perceived in all the Towns around 
us. Yve hear of it as far Westward as Connes togoe near 
100 Miles Westward of this City, w.t1ere some Clouds at 
the same Time we re seen to waver, dance , appear, and 
disappear in an uncommon manner. Three or four Even-
ings successively after the Earthquake an unusual Red -
ness appeared in the Wrestern Sky and southwards, con-
tinuing about an hour after Sunset, gradually declin-
ing. It reach'd near 45 Degrees above the Horizon.29 
The intelligence that a violent hurricane had struck 
Mansfield, C ormecticu t was publlshed in Jonas Green's 
Maryland Gazette in 1745, attesting to the idea that in-
terest in capricious weather was certainly general in 
scope. 30 
27 The Boston News Letter, July 17, 1721. This in-
formation was ·culled from private correspondence d espite 
the fact that the American Weekly Mercu!2 was then being 
printed at Philadelphia. 
28 The Boston News Letter, June 18, 1730. 
29 The Pennsylvania Gazette, December 15, 1737; The 
Boston News Letter, J anuary 12, 1738. Apparently the ob-
server tried to associate two distinct phenomena. 
30 October 11, 1745. 
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The summer of 1749, the year of the locust in Penn-
s y lvania , was everywhere chronicled as an extremely hot one, 
for c onunents on i t received wide circule. tion. An "Extract 
of a Letter from a n ingenious Gentleman in Philadelphia" 
was published for t he e d ification of residents of New 
England: 
The Sunday .•• was the hottest day ever fel t h ere, 
since I h ave known the Country. I thought it very 
hot on tbepr eceding Thursday, when my Thermometer 
(one of Fahrenheit's) stood at 89; Friday it got up 
to 91 and a n half; Saturd~y. to 96; and on sunday 
about 4 P. M. it fairly reach'd 100'·' ·•How warm our 
Stove Room.a se em in Winterls and yet the highest t hey 
ever rais 1 d my Thermometer was to 56 •••• 31 
A reply was soon elicited from an anonymous reader 
of Newport, who put in a "good 'YYord, u for the more mod e r a. te 
climate of the Rhode Island coast: 
By many Account s it appears, that the Heat and 
Warmth of this Summer has alrea dy be en more intens e 
than usua 1 in these North-American Provinces •••• A 
Gentleman at Philadelphia, says by y our Pape r of the 
17th , that on Thursday (which I suppos e to be the 
22d of June ) he obs erved by a Fahre nheit Thermometer, 
t hat it stood at 89; at Newport on Rhode-Island, by 
t wo of Fahrenheit's Thermome t ers, (very justly grad-
uated and quipped by Mr. Bird of Lond on) compared a t 
Noon i n the Shade, I found the Mercury standing a t 
70, i n the Afternoon and Lbi7 Evening it bad sunk 
four Lines, or expressed 66 •••• 32 
The na t ive curiosity of the eighteenth century Ame r -
lean was not limited to mere passive observation; early 
31 . Letter dated June 18, 1749, written t o someone in 
Boston and printed in The Boston We ekly News Letter, July 
20, 1749. 
32 Letter dated July 25, 1749, addressed to Thomas 
Fleet. The Boston Evening Post, August 7, 1749; The New 
York Evening Post, August 21, 1749. 
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there was extensive experimentation in the field of applied 
science. Like members of any post-pioneering society, 
Americans demanded a quality of utilitarianism of their 
experimentation; if time and money were to be spent, then 
practical results should be forthcoming. The result was 
most often an attempt to build a useful machine or to 
carry on an experiment of a functional nature. 
One of the earliest experiments of the period was 
an attempt to create a "perpetual motion~ machine, the 
result of a recurrent and apparently inevitable urge to 
unlock the secr~t of energy. Urbane Philadelphia must have 
been startled to read that such a machine had been 
"successfully" devised in the Province of New York: 
We have an Account, that one Josiah ~uimby a ~uaker 
living in the County of West-chester in the Province 
of New York, has invented a Machine or Instrument, 
which (he says) will move and turn 'round upon its own 
Axes with a quick Motion, for a Thousand Years together; 
and he has made an agreement under Hand and Seal with 
4 Gentlemen of the City of New-York, in the sum of 300£ 
that he can demonstrate the F'eizableness of the Motion 
of the said Machine or Instrument to 2 of the best 
Mathematicians (whose Names are therein mentioned) in 
these parts; or else will demonstrate the Truth of his 
Proposal by making the said Instrument and putting it 
into Motion. And it is said that the said ~uimby has 
so far demonstrated the Motion of the Machine to the 
said 2 Mathematicians, tha(t '. they have given it under 
their Hands in his Favour, whereby he is entituled to 
the 300£. His Proposal is as follows, viz. That he 
will make 22 Vflleels, (more or less) in a Room of a 
House, each of which Wheels shall run around upon its 
own Axis, and shall turn a Thousand Years or longer, 
continually, with a swift Motion, without any other 
force to turn it round than that which is at first 
given to it with a Hand or some other Force applyed to 
it for the space of 8 Days or less, and what it shall 
afterwards obtain from others of the same 22 wheels, 
the Influences of the Motion of the North Star, the 
Moon, the Sun, the Eclipses of both the Sun and 
Moon and from the Planets (provided the allowance 
be to amend the Materials of all the parts of the In-
strument or Engine, when they wear or decay. That 
for the obtaining the Inf'luence of the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars, he is to be permitted to make a 3 11 round hole 
through the North side of the Room (wherein the said . 
vVheels are placed) towards the North Star; and like-
wise a hole 2" in breadth and 6 1 in length through 
the South side of said Chamber towards the southing 
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of the Sun •••• He says, he will not be held, that it 
shall move in a violent Frost, but that the said In-
strumentL. shall be of such force and use that it shall 
raise Water with a Continual Stream, during the whole 
Continuance of the said Instrument ••• lO, 20 or more 
Feet higher than the Surface of the Water from whence 
the Stream is taken •••• 33 
The making of more practical machines and instruments 
was indeed so specialized a skill that the few men capable 
of carrying on such a trade often advertised their abilities 
outside of the center in which they worked. In 1730, for 
example, Anthony Lamb of New York gave notice of his tech-
nical abilities to readers of the Pennsylvania Gazette: 
Anthony Lamb, Mathematical Instrument Maker from 
London, now living in New-York, near the New Dock, 
at the Sign of the Compass and Quadrant, makes and 
sells all sorts of Instruments for Sea or Land, as 
Compasses, Quadrants, Forestaffs, Nocturnals, Sectors, 
Protractors, all sorts of Scales, Gauging-Rods, and 
Rules, in Wood, Ivory, Brass, or Silver, also other 
small ~ork by Wholesale or Retail.34 
Almost twanty years later ~nthony 1 s son Thomas, having taken 
over the business, continued to advert1s e for customers 1n 
33 The ,Amer1c an \'ieekly Mercury, July 25, 1723. 
34 December 3, 1730. 
the Philadelphia market, emphasizing particularly " ••• the 
late invented and most curious instrument called an 
Octant •••• tr35 
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Simi larly John Dabney of King Street, Boston pro-
nounced his skill as a 'tmathernatical instrument maker" to 
readers of the ·pennsylvania Gazette everywhere: 
Makes and Mends all Sorts of Mathematical Instru-
ments, as Theodolites, Spirit Levels, semicircles, 
Circur1ferentors, and Protractors, Horizontal and 
Equinoctial Sun-Dials, Azimuth and Amplitude Com-
passes, drawing Pens and Portagraions, Pencil-Cases 
and parallel Rulers, Squares and Bevils, Free-Masons 
Jewels, with sundry other Articles too tedious to 
mention •••• 36 
As the century wore on interest in theoretical 
science grew. In 1732 Harvard College received from Thomas 
Hol lis, its London benefactor, " ••• a Curious Double Micro-
scope, a larg e and exquisite Armi llary Sphere , and a very 
costly Orrery, an Instrument that this, or any other Part 
of America, as far as we can learn, has never before been 
favoured with.'~ This news was circulated to the interested 
throughout the middle colonies. 37 Sometime later after hav-
ing visited Harvard, an anonymous native of New York 
dec lared his admiration for the machine: 
The Orrery is a Machine of wonderful contrivance 
brought to Perfection by that ingenious Mathema tic ian 
and Artificer Mr. John Rowley, which Machine illustrates 
the Motion of Sun, .Moon, and Earth to meanest Capacity 
•••• These Motions are performed by Wheels which are 
35 The Penns y lvania Gazette, February 7, 1749. 
36 Ibid., November 19, 1741. 
37 The New York Gazette, September 25, 1732; The 
Pennsylvania Gazette, October 5, 1732. 
about 50 in Number ••• it is hoped in Time not only 
each Province, but each principle Town in these 
Parts will t hink it nece~sary to have an Orrery, as 
a publick Town Clock •••• 8 
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In 1735 Isaac Greenwood, Hollisia.n Professor of Ma thematics 
and Astronomy, gave a series of astronomical l ec tures 
deve lope d around the new apparatus. The resulting success 
of the course elicited a sixteen stanza poem by an unknown 
author , which eulogized Greenwood in particular and science 
in general, and which was reprinted i n its entirety by the 
scientifically minded Franklin. 39 
A few years later at the annual meeting of the Li-
brary Company of Philadelphia, in t ime to develop into the 
American Philosophical Society, a gift of some technical 
equipment for the Penn:· family was announced: 
A valuable .Present ••• consisting of an Air Pump, 
and other curi ous Instruments of great Use in the 
Study of Natural Knowledge. Both which Donations 
were exceeding agreeable to the Company, not only 
with respect to the ir Value, but as they shew a 
Disposition in our greatest Men to encourage the 
Design of promot1.ng useful Learning in .Pennsylvania. 
Thls time the Boston Gazette reciprocated, and the news 
was transmitted to New England readers, many of whom were 
probably familiar with the earlier work done at the Cam-
bridge institution.40 
In 1744 there arrived in Boston from England the 
38 The New York Gazette, July 8, 1734. 
39 The Pennsylvania Gazette, February 4, 1735 
40 The Pennsylvania Ga7,ette, May 4, 1738; The 
Boston Gazette, May 15, 1738. 
proprietor of a newly invented "Solar or Camera Obscura 
Microscope.'' This forerunner of the modern motion-
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picture projector was shown at James Viscount's in Boston 
" ••• where they will continue but a very short Time, the 
OWner being about to remove to Philadelphia.tt4l True to 
his promise the entrepreneur removed to the Q.,uaker cap-
ital, where the apparatus was advertised and shown at 
prices ranging from six to eighteen pence per person.42 
Of all the scientific and quasi-scientific activ-
ities the one which aroused the most widespread and last-
ing interest was the study of electricity. As early as 
1744 notice was given of a "Course of Experimental Phil-
osophy" to be delivered in Philadelphia by "Doctor Spencer" 
of Boston; Benjamin Franklin announced that "Subscriptions 
are taken in at the Post-Office, where a Catalogue of the 
Experiments may be had gratis.tt43 Apparently Franklin's 
interest in electricity was rekindled by his visit to 
Boston in 1746, during which he again saw Spencer's exper-
iments. General activity was further stimulated the follow-
ing year by the course in electrical experiments given in 
41 The Boston Evening Post, April 30, 1744. 
42 The Pennsylvania Gazette, August 2, 1744. 
43 Ibid., May 3, 1744; Max Savelle, seeds of Liberty, 
The Genesis of the American Mind (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
l948), p. 100, asserts that Benjamin Franklin's interest in 
electricity was "awakened" by his Boston visit of 1746, the 
implication being that the experience was a new one for him. 
Actually his interest must have been stimulated by Spencer's 
visit of 1744, and perhaps even earlier. 
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Newpor t by William Claggett, one of Spencer 's Boston 
discipl es.44 Upon Franklin's return to Philadelphia he, 
tog ether with Ebenezer Kinnersley, Philip Syng, and others, 
began a series of experiments, which in terms of lnterest 
ar:d results soon transcended provincial barriers every-
where. In South Carolina Peter Timothy related Franklin's 
45 findings on some eighteen separate tests. Shortly the 
e xperiments of the Philadelphia coterie were dress e:d up and 
put in the form of a public exhibit c onducted by Kinner-
sley, probably chiefly because Franklin's schedule was too 
crowded to allow the giving of hls time. Kinnersley gave 
public notice to t he effect, 
These Gent~emen and Ladies, who yet intend to be 
Spectators of the entertaining and astonishing Wonders 
of Electricity, now exhibiting in t h is City, are 
desired not to defer it many Days l onger , Mr. Kinner-
sley purposing shortly to r emov e hls Apparatus to New-
York, Rhode Island, and Boston. Tickets to be had 
at his Hous e as usual, Price a Dol lar for each Person, 
which entitles them to be present at both the 1st. and 
2nd. Lecture. Note, He e xhibits every fair dry Day , 
provided Tickets enough are so l d to make up a Company, 
of at l east 20 Persons . 46 
By the fall of 1751 Kinnersley had ar r ived in Boston, in 
order to displ a y the f' i ndtngs of the Philadelphia g r oup at 
Faneui1 Ha l 1.47 The f ol l owing month he gave notice that his 
44 The Boston :3vening Post, September 28, 1747. 
45 The South Ca rolina Gazette, May 28, 1750; June 17, 
1751. 
46 The Pennsylvania Gaze tte, Ivia y 2, 1751. 
47 Th e Boston :2,v e!l ing .Pest, October 7, 1751. 
u ••• Apparatus f_WaiJ being shortly removed to Rhode Is land 
and New York ••• ," l aggards were urged to avail themselves 
of one l ast opportunity.48 Although Kinnersley remained 
in Boston until January, he was back in Philadelphia 
de livering a new course by the late summer of 1752. 49 
Shortly the PennsylvanJ.a Gazette announced the 
"Success" of Franklin's famous (and fortu i taus.) kite ex-
periment for drawing ~3e lee tric fire" from the c lauds. 50 
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This intelligence was reprinted wid ely for the edification 
of curious readers everywhere. In South Carolina Dr . Lining, 
les s fortunate than Franklin, got a severe jolt while making 
the kite test, the news of which was publicized as far 
north as Boston. 51 And one ,,.Benevol us, " evidently one of 
Timothy's regular subscribers, applauded the general activ-
ity in an open letter in the South Carolina Gazette. 52 
Franklin himself, his searching sense of curios ity far from 
satisfied , made a general application for information on 
the observation of lightening under varying circumstances: 
48 The Boston ~yening Post, November 4 and 18, 1751. 
49 Ib i d., January 20, 1752; The Pennsylvania Gazette 
September 14, 1752. 
50 Ibid., October 19, 1752; The Boston Weeklv News 
November 2:-T752. 
51 The South Carolina Gazette, May 15, 1753. The 
Boston ~eekly News Letter, August 9, 1753; The Boston---
Evening Post, August 13, 1753. 
52 The South Carolina Gazette, July 30, 1753; 
The Boston V' eekly News Letter, August 23, 1753. 
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Those of our Readers in thi s and the neighbouring 
Provinces, who may have an Opportunity of observing, 
during the present Surmner, any of the Effects of Light-
ening on Houses, Ships, Trees, etc., are r e quested to 
take particular Notice of its Courses and Deviation 
from a straight Line, in the Wells or other Matter 
affected by it, its different Operations or Effects on 
Wood, Stone, Brick, Glass 1 Metal, Animal Bodies, etc. 
and every other Circumstance that may tend to discover 
the Nature, and compleat the History of that terrible 
Meteor. Such Observations being put in Writing, and 
communicated to Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia, 
will be very thankfully accepted and acknowledged. 
Apparently the earlier work of Spencer and Claggett had 
borne fruit in Boston, for the printers of that city took 
up Franklin's request and reprinted it, in all probability 
at no cost to the Philadelphia scientist. 53 
By 1754 there appeared a panegyric to Franklin and 
the study of electricity, submitted by "c.w." of Cooper 
River, South Carolina to the Gentleman's Magazine, and 
subsequently reprinted in the Boston Post Boy.54 Beyond 
a doubt the interest in and the study of lightning and 
electricity provided for many a common bond which over-
stepped the obstacles of distance and parochialism. 
MEDICINE 
Medical practitioners, like other people of spec-
ialized skills, were usually in short suppl~ and as a 
53 The . ·pennsylvania Gazette, June 21, 1753; The Boston 
Weekly News Letter, July 14, 1753; The Boston Evening Post, 
July 2, 1753. 
5 4 July 1, 1754. 
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result sometimes advertised their services on an inter~ 
colonial basis. One such, a John Dyer, made some rather 
extravagant claimg to readers of the New England Courant 
from his new home in Portsmouth, Rhode Island. He asserted 
that he could cure a number of diseases " .•• Rupture, Scald-
Heads, Convulsions, the Vertigo, and Epilepsy, or Falling 
Sickness, in Men, Women, and Children •••• rt55 
And surgeon Dr. Sweet, also a Rhode Islander, ad-
vised the Boa ton public of his skill at mending " ••• A Bone 
out of Joint •••• tt56 A personal visit to a distant quarte r 
might occasion a little practice on the side. One Henry 
Bourquin, whose permanent home remains a mystery, arrived 
in Charles Town, and advertised that he intended to visit 
but a "short time." 
He is ready to undertake the Cure of Ruptures of 
all Kinds, or any other Chirurgical operations, and 
may be found at Mr. Daniel Chopard's opposite to 
Whitehall in Broad-Street. 
A few weeks later he added that he would sell medicine for 
relief from the gout, sciatica, and rhaumatism.57 
55 May 28, 1726. 
56 The New England Weekly Journal, December 9, 1740. 
57 The South Carolina Gazette, March 26, 1753; July 
16, 1753. Neither Dyer, nor Sweet, nor Bourquin are listed 
in Maurice Bear Gordon, Aesculapius Comes to the Colonies: 
The Sto of the Earlv Da a of Medicine in the Thirteen 
Colonies Ventnor, New Jersey: Ventnor Publishers Incorpor-
ated, 1949). In all probability the better known physicians 
and surgeons, who are dealt with extensively by Dr. Gordon, 
were not motivated to practice on an intercolonial basis, 
chiefly because of the constant need for their services in 
their home provinces. 
Since medical and pharmacological practices were 
not closely supervised, there was considerable danger of 
the public being imposed upon. In 1743 Samuel Soumaien 
of Anna polis, Ma ryland warned the people of New York to 
beware of a forger named Isaac Marks, who often assumed 
the role of " Dr. Marks," usually at the expense of the 
public.58 Another wandering charlatan, more dangerous 
because he successfully resisted attempted unmaski ngs, 
was Francis Torres. He apparently began his caree r of 
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duplicity as the "Master Miner" by advertising from Rhode 
Island for subscribers to a new process for profi t ably ex-
tracting silver from lead. 59 Torres subsequently forsook 
the role of alchemist for that of itinerant quack. In 
the following years he advertised widely that h e had dis-
covered a "Chinese Stone 11 which would cure, 
Rheumatism, Gout, Bite of v enemous Sna kes, Cancers, 
Swellings, Pain in the Joints, Sciatic, Dropsy in 
the Le~s, Cramp, paeurisy, Womens Labour-Pains, etc. 
~etc. probably included any other ill which afflicted 
ma n.l.c1. n.9J • 6 0 
The cure was to be effe cted by the simple application of the 
mir•ae u lous stone to the wound, out of which the p oison would 
be "sucked." 
58 The New York Weekly Post Boy, Apri l 11, 1743. 
59 The New Eng land Weekly Journal, June 9, 1741. 
60 The Maryland Gazette, Sept ember 13, 1745. 
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In the face of Charles Town doubters Torres pre-
sented "Certificates" from Philadelphia and Virginia attest-
ing to the remarkable remedial value of his cure.61 In 1745 
he was in Ma ryland, fortifying his none too modest claims 
with the publication of some seventeen testimonials from 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, and 
Maryland.62 Although Jonas Green shortly reprinted an 
anonymous letter from the Pennsylvania Gazette character-
izing Torres as a base fraud, no note of healthy criticism 
could deter him from making his debut in Philadelphia the 
following year.63 However, the number of credulous must 
have dimin:tshed appreciably for the price of TorrE)s "Chinese 
Stone" had declined in two years from three or five p ounds 
to five shi llings apiece.64 After a short stay in the 
Quaker capital Torres announced his intended departure f'or 
New York, no d oubt in order to continue there his operations 
of fleecing the naive.65 Certainly by no stretch of the 
61 The South Carolina Gazette, July 23, 1744. 
62 The Maryland Gazette, September 13, 1745; 
Novembe r 8, 1745. 
63 Ibid., November 8, 1745. 
64 The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 3, 1746. Neither 
Franklin nor any of the other printers, since they were pri-
marily business men, took exception to publishing Torres' 
extravagant claims as long as he paid the usual advertising 
charges. 
65 In spite of the fact that he issued this adver-
tisement in The Pennsylvania Gazette of April 24, 1746, no 
trace of Torreq c a n be found in the New York papers of 
17 46 and 17 4 7 • 
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imagination can Torres be accused of furthering the ben-
efits of medicine on the intercolonia l scene. Yet even 
the wanderings of a quack helped to break down isolatlon-
ism, for laudatory affidavits and exposure letters· both 
were given broad publicity through the intercolonial press . 6 6 
Epidemics were a virtual birthright of the eight-
eenth century. As a result the press performed the ines -
timable services of informing the public of the outbreak 
of dis ease , the establishment and enforcement of quaran-
tines, and the possible remedies available. As early as 
1706 the News Lette r had reported a two ~onths old epi-
demic of nFeaver 11 in South Carolina.67 A few y ears there-
after John Campbell warned New Englanders of the outbreak 
of an epidemic of virulent '"measles 11 at Salem, New Jersey, 
which had alr eady spread to Philad elphia " ••• where it 
proved very Mortal. n68 And later during the trying winter 
of 1735-1736 the news of a severe and unfamiliar " dis-
temper'' epidemic, together with an analysis by 11Es culupius" 
who was obvi ous'Iy a doctor, was relayed by means of the 
66 Although Maurice Bear Gordon, op. cit., deals 
with quaclcs, he evidently overlooked Torl"es, whose activ-
ities were very extensive. 
67 January 14, 1706. 
68 March 22, 1713. 
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Boston Gazette to the papers to the southward.69 
Since p eriodic epidemics usually threatened the 
several colonies unle ss they were seasonably checked, the 
inhabitants of an uncontamina ted area were safeguarded 
aga tnst the ravages of disease by the setting up of quar-
a ntines. In 1743 officials of Massachusetts announced the 
imposition of a quarantine : 
The Governour and Council having had Advice that 
the Distemper c a lled the Yeilow-Fever, prevai ls i n 
the Citie s of Philade lphia and New-York, and proves 
very mortal , have sent their Orders to the Justices 
of the Peace in such Parts of the Province as are 
exposed from Travellers coming by Land, from those 
Cities and Parts · adjacent, to put in execution the 
Law to prevent the spreading of the Srooll-Pox, and 
other infect ious Sickness, etc ••• 70 
During another quarantlne some five years l ater the Boston 
Evening P ost sent out the alarm for the appr ehension of 
of thre e persons who had broken r egulations by tak ing 
leave of the ''P rovince Hospital, on Rains ford's Is land." 71 
The press s erved the public in still anot her manner, 
by publ i cizing a r emedy for a current epidemic. John Peter 
Zenger, for example, published a notice, datelined 
69 The Boston Gazette, October 6, 1735; The Pennsyl-
vania Gazette, February 5, 1736; 'l"he New York Gazette, Feb-
ruary 24, March 2, a nd March 9, 1736. For a c ompreh e nsive 
a na lysis of epidemics in New Engle.nd during the period see 
Ernest Caulfield, 11 The Pursuit of a .Pestilence,tt Proceed-
ings of the American Antiquarian Society, 60:21-52, April, 
1950, Caulfield belie ves that most of the epidemics which 
periodically swept New England, unde r various names, were 
actually influenza epidemics. 
70 The Boston Weekly News Letter, October 6, 1743. 
71 July 4, 1748. 
1'73 
"Philadelphi a, January 27, 1736 11 : 
1Ne are inform'd that at Corsvdcks in 'Nest New-
Jersey di vera Persons have died lately of a Dis t emper 
i n the Throat, and that that Distemper prevails ther e . 
We are therefore desired to Publish the following 
Remedy (which has proved successfu l) for the advan-
tage of those who may hereafter be visited with the 
like Distemper. "Take some Honey and , the sharpest 
Vinegar, with Allom dissolv 1 d therein, and let the 
patient often Gargle it in their Throats; or if they 
be Children, then take a F eather and dip it into said 
Liquor and so wash their Throat. 11 72 
Since most remedies involved more explanation than 
might be inserted in an item, the newspapers usually announ-
ced the sale of remedies printed and sold in separate pam-
phlet form . The "throat distemper" siege of 1735-1736 in 
New England aroused widespread inte rest elsewhere. Early 
in 1740 John Peter Zenger printed an account of the disease, 
written in the form of a letter by lJIUlliam Douglass, Boston 
practitioner, to an unnamed friend in New York.73 Later 
the same year the Boston prints advertised the sale of a 
similar pamphlet, written by Jonathan Dickinson, the New 
England born pastor-physic ian, then li v:ing and working in 
New J ersey.74 
Another· disease which made recurrent encroachments 
on the health of great numbers of people was pleurisy. In 
72 The New Yor k Weekly Journal, February 9, 1736. 
73 Ibid., February 11, 1740. 
74 The New England Weekly Jour nal, August 19, 1740. 
The Boston Evening Post, September 8, 1740. This essay 
was originally printed in Boston by the firm of Kneeland 
and Green. 
1736 John Tennent of Virginia, a well known physician, 
wrote his first essay on pleurisy, prescribing "rattlA-
snake root" as a possible cure for the disorder. 75 Six 
years later his ideas were incorporated in a pamphlet 
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which was advertised and sold in Phi ladelphia by Franklin, 
and in New York by James Parker.76 Tennent's interests in 
medicine were extensive, for in 1738 he submitted a sub-
scription plan for printing 11A Treatise on the Dis eases of 
Virginia and the Neighbouring Colonies. n77 And in South 
Carolina Peter Timothy advertised_ the sale of the rQot, 
whose remedial powers had been so lone extolled by Tennent. 78 
Other physicians wrote essays on diseases and possi-
ble remedies. In 1745 Dr . Thomas Cadwa lader of hiladelphia 
advertised his pamphlet on another apparently indigenous 
American ill, "An Essay on the West -India Dry-Gripes.n79 
Still another emi nent physician Ca dwallader Colden of New 
York bent his efforts towards solving the problem of "can-
oe rs . n In the July 1751 issue of the Gentleman's Magazine 
he published the news of his success in curing "cancers" 
75 The Virg inia Gazette, S eptember 10, 1736. 
76 The Pennsylvania Gazette, September 9, 1742. 
77 The Virginia Gazette, June 30, 1738; The Penn-
sylvania Gazette, August 10, 1738. Subsequent ly Franklin 
printed excerpts from the completed volume. (July 19, July 
26, August 2, 1739). 
78 The South Carolina Gazette, October 9, 1740. 
79 The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 2, 1745. 
by means o f pokeweed. The inforrta ti on was soon trans-
mitte d to a wider audience by means of several distant 
prints.BO Much inte rest was clearly stimulated by the 
circulation of Dr . Colden's proposal, especially in New 
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England. One who signed himself "Benevole nt1J.ls," evid ent-
ly a Boston man, sought a more explicit description of the 
humble pokeweed plant than that which had been include d 
i n the news papers: 
Its Place o f Growing, Figure, _stalk, Height, 
Leaves, Leneth, Breadth, Colour, Smell, Taste, etc. 
as to enable everyone assured ly to know it who meets 
it •••• 81 
Other specialists published t heir findings through 
the intercolonial press. In 1751 the Pennsylvania Gazette 
announced the sale of "A Defence of Dr. Thomson 's Discourse 
on the Preparati on of the Body for the Small Pox, etc, 11 
postulated in a l etter to an unidentified Philadelphia 
physician b y Dr. Alexander Hnmilton of Annapolis .82 And 
in 1753 Samue l Hazard, a layman, proposed the pub l icatton 
of what a mounted to a synthesis of medical practices and 
princ iples i ndigenous to America: 
Lectures on the most important Branches of 
Physick; Calculated for the Inst ruction of such 
Young Gentlemen who are, or may, become Stude nts 
in that Science. vVhere in, a Theory is l a id d own, 
and a Practice established on ra t iona l Principles, 
80 Th e .Pennsylvania Gazett e , Nov ember 28, 1751; 
The Boston Gaz e tte or V.leek_!x_Advertiser, ___ Dec ember 17 and 24, 
1751. 
81 The Boston Ga zette or '.J:Iee kly Advertiser, lVlarch 24, 
1752. Several other letters from 11 Benevolent1us ff sustained 
interest in Colden 's theories. Issues of December 12 and 
19, 1752. 
82 The Pennsylvania Gazette, June 27, 1751. 
as we ll as from Expe r ience, and a just Observation 
of Facts founded on th e Histories of the several 
Dis eases: The whole a dapte d to the Climate of North 
America. Part :i.cular Care is taken, wherein the 
Practice necessarily varies from the Prescriptions 
of European Physicians, to g ive the Reasons and 
Necessity of such an Alteration •••• B3 
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Clearly an awareness of the general probler~ faced by Amer -
i can d octors ever~vhere was growing apace. 
Beyond a doubt the intercolonial press s e rved to 
disseminate information which aided immeasurably in break-
i ng down provincial barriers in the several areas of the 
curious and the scientific. 
The r e sults of observations, perceptive or imper-
ceptive, which before the advent of the newspaper had b een 
circulated a mong a selected few, were made common property 
by their insertion in the columns of the eighteenth cen-
tury prints. The theories and find ings of medical men 
everywhere were also for the first time vouchsafed news -
paper readers, whose understanding of disease and possible 
remedies was appreciab ly enl arged . Thus the public prints 
helped to fost er scie ntific and medical activi t y whieh in 
many respects was peculiar to the new and enlarg ed e nviron-
ment of the Western Hemisphere. 
83 The Pennsylvania Gazette, February 20, 1755. 
CHAPTER VIII 
EDUCATION: FORMAL AND INFORMAL 
Nothing like a general educational program was 
sought for, much less achieved, in eighteenth century 
America. Yet a burgeoning urban economy promoted the 
growth of schools, academies, and colleges at a rate 
unknown to the more threadbare denizens of the seven-
teenth century. Everywhere interest in formal academic 
work was intensified. To an extent this intensification 
was the wholly natural result of the increased economic 
opportunities; it was also in part the product of corres-
pondence between enlightened individuals everywhere in the 
several colonies. Much of this exchange of educational 
ideas and the news of academic occurrences was made public 
property by its insertion, in whole or in part, in the 
several newspapers, thereby emphasizing the need and value 
of education in general. Thus the press served as the 
wholly appr opriate vehicle by means of which interests 
were aroused, sustained, and intensified. 
As was the case with other specialists, trained 
teachers were usually in short supply. 1 Since there was 
1 The supposition that teachers were in s h ort supply 
throughout the period is substantiated by the fact that the 
11notorious" Tom Bell, who had been expelled from Harvard in 
h is youth, had a tea ching job in Virginia as late as 1752. 
See Chapter VI for further activities of Bell. 
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an almost continuous need for pedagogues, the college grad-
uate moved and removed wherever the demand proved most in-
viting. Again the newspapers served as the agency through 
wh:tch that skill was sou ght. 
Interest in things academic was of course not lim-
ited to formal educational activities. Everyv;here the 
rapid g rowth of surplus capi ta l created a demand for printed 
matter, an increasing portion of which was secular in tone. 
As might be expected the English publishing industry pro-
vided the most important single source of supply for a 
flood of books and pamphlets which could be found on the 
shelves of booksellers throughout the colonies. Yet a 
lively interco lonial ti•affic in the products of Americ an 
authors and the colonial press developed simultaneously. 
Moreover the exchange of almanacs was almost purely American 
in scope, especially sinc·e the almanac was dedice_ted in part 
to the unravelling of the mystery of climatlc changes pecul-
iar to the Western Hemisphere. Booksellers everywher~ 
announced thei r wares in the advertising columns of the 
public prints, and toward mid-century it was a rare news-
paper which contained no periodic booklist. 
One of the earliest of the travelling scholars was 
John Walton of Yale and Conhec:ticut, who packed his books 
and removed from New Haven to New York in 1723. Shortly 
the advertisement of his new school appeared in Andrew 
Bradford's Philadelphia paper: 
There is a School in New-York, in the Broad-Street 
near the Exchange, where Mr . John Wa lton, late of 
Yale College, Teacheth Reading, Writtng, Arethmatick, 
whole Numbers and Fractions, Vulgar and Dec1.ma l, the 
Mariners Art, Plain and Mercators Wa,y; Also, Geometry, 
Surveying, the Latin Tongue, the Greek and Hebrew 
Grammers, Ethicks, Rhetorick 1 Logi ck, Natural Philos-
ophy, and Metaphysicks, all or any 0
1
f them for a 
Reasonable Price. The School from the 1st of October 
till the 1st of March will be tended in the Evening. 
If any Gentlemen in the Country ar•e 
1
disposed to send 
their Sons to the said School if they will apply · 
themselves to the Master he will immediately procure 
suitable Entertainment for them, very Cheap. Also 
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if any Young Gentlemen of the City will pleae to come 
in the Evening and make some tryal of the Llberal Arts, 
they may have opportunity of Learning t~e same things 
which are commonly Taught in Colledges. 
Another son of New England who, together with his 
school teaching w1fe 1 ' saw service in distant parts was 
George Brownell. In 1730 George and Madam Brownell we r e 
teaching school in Philadelphia. Shortly they issued the I • 
usual legal notice, announcing their imminent removal to 
New York in order to open a new school there. 3 Sometime 
within the next few years the Brownells returned to their 
academic work in Philadelphia, for in 1738 the Pennsylvania 
Gazette announced the death of Madam Brownell in that city: 
Yesterday Morning died here, and was the same 
day decently interred, Madam Brownell, Wife of Mr. 
George Brownell, a Gentlewoman well known and much 
respected in New-England and New-York, as well as 
in this Province, for her excellent and happy Method 
of educating young Ladies; . in which 1useful Employ-
ment she had been engag'd many Years.4 
2 The American Weekly Mercury, October 24, 1723. 
3 IE.!.£•, March 18, 1731. 
4 The Pennsvlvania Gazette, July 6, 1738. 
The passing of his wife apparently so a~fected George 
Browne ll that he gave notice the follow~ng week of his 
intention to leave Pennsylvania, and to auction off the 
effects of his household.5 
The New England colleges continued to prepare men 
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for school teaching elsewhere. One anonymous New England-
! . 
er, for he made a point of stating his origin--apparently 
New England was well esteemed in educati1onal circles--
announced his desire to obtain a teachir~g position to 
r eaders of Franklin's Gazette.6 The eighteenth century 
adage might well have been, "go south young man," at least 
for graduates at Cambridge and New Haven
1
• 
The need for capable masters seemB rarely to have 
been wholly satisfied. lt,or in 1742 Wilmot of King William's 
School in Annapolis appealed in the Philadelphia press for 
a teacher of the classics: 
I Encouragement will be given by the Honorable the 
Rector, Governors and Visitors of Kipg William's 
School, in the City of Annapolis in the Province of 
Maryland, to any Person that can teach Latin and 
Greek, John Wilmot, Master, and residing at said 
School, will inform any such Person of the annual 
Salary, and other Perquisites.7 
5 The Pennsylvania Gazette, July 13, 1738. See Carl 
c. Bridenbaugh, Cities in The Wilderness ! (New York: The 
RonaJd Press Company, 1938), p. 444. 
6 Ibid., August 31, 1749. 
7 Ibid., February 10, 17142 
People of more specialized skills also moved from 
one colony or area to another in an effort to find suit-
able work. In Boston a French teacher threatened to 
take his leave if appreciation of his talent, in the form 
of increased enrollments in his classes, was not forth-
coming: 
This advertisement is to Notify, that Mr. Louis 
Langloiaerie, who has for t h is year past, taught 
the French tongue in this Town, des 1.gns the next 
week to Embark for Barbados, if he d6es not within 
that time meet with further Encouragement to detain 8 -him here •••• 
I 
In Charles Town John Evans, "geographer" from 
I 
London, announced his intention to begin a summer course 
of study in his skill, before taking his departure to 
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other parts of America. 9 Still another specialized teacher 
was John Rice, who left New York in 1753 in order to assume 
the job of organist at Trinity Church in Boston. He shortly 
advertised his ability to teach his musical techniques to 
interest Bostonians: 
Lflil proposes to teach young Gentiemen and Ladies, 
Vocal and Instrumental Musick, vis., 
1
Spinnet, or 
Harpsicord, Violin, German Flute, etc., and is to be 
spoke .rith at Mrs. Harvey's, behind Captain Tyng 's 
in Rows Lane, Boston.lO . 1 
8 The New England Weekly Journal, )December 27, 1731. 
Apparently Langloiserie made good his threat, for no 
further notices were forthcoming. 1 
9 The South Carolina Gazette, May
1
13, 1745. 
10 The Boston Evening Post, November 19, 1753; 
The Boston Gazette or Weekly Advertiser, INovember 27, 1753. 
Some men assumed jobs as tutors, in which instance 
their teaching might involve their travelling to distant 
places. This was the case with Isaac Greenwood, who had 
earlier been cashiered from a promising position as 
Hollis Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy, because of 
his uninhibited use of intoxicating beverages. In 1745 
Greenwood died at South Carolina, after having spent his 
recent time tutoring a sea captain aboard the latter's 
vessel. A Boston print announced Greenwood's death, to-
gather with a story of his career which charitably made 
no mention of his earlier indiscretions.ll 
Academic institutions also made full use of the 
intercolonial press both to advertise 'their courses of 
study and to solicit funds, of which there was a contin-
. uing dearth. In 1745 Charles Peale, of the prominent 
Maryland family, announced the opening of the Kent County 
School to readers of the Philadelphia press: 
At Kent County School, near Cheste r Town, Mary-
land, young q.entlemen are boarded, and taught the 
Greek and Latin tongues, Writing, Arithmetic 
Merchant's Accounts, Surveying, Navigation LanY 
the use of the Globes, by the largest and most 
accurate Pair in America: Also any other Parts of 
the :Mathematics, by Charles Peale. N.B. Young 
Gentlemen may be instructed in Fencing and Dancing 
by very good Masters.l2 
11 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, November 
26, 1745. 
12 The Pennsylvania Gazette, March 12, 1745. 
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I A few years later a plan was devised to set up a 
"Charity-working School" in Maryland. The scheme was 
I given wide circulation through the press, for it was em-
phasized that contributions would be welcomed from distant 
places in the colonies: 
The School now setting up may prove a happy 
Model for others in different Parts of the Contin-
ent, and, as such-, may deserve the Countenance and 
Assistance of worth! well-disposed Persons however 
remote from it •••• l I 
The model of "free" education so close at hand 
I 
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apparently encouraged a similar e xperiment in Pennsylvania, 
for late in 1752 Dr. John Crevet of Philadelphia advertised 
I 
a design for the development of a charity school in Penn-
sylvania, together with an appeal for co~tributions in 
terms of either money or labor. In Boston John Draper re-
I printed the notice with the explanation that a similar 
attempt might be worth-while in New England: 
I 
The following Advertisement from the Pennsylvania 
Gazette, having so much of public Spirit in it, we 
cannot refuse it a Place in this Pap~r; and if tt 
should not be a Means of exciting something of the 
Kind this Way; yet we are persuaded, it wl!l be n.o 
disagreeable Amusement to our Readers •••• 
The beginnings of the Academy of Philadelphia were 
chronicled widely, arousing considerable finterest elsewhere 
in the colonies. In Boston Samuel Kneeland republished 
13 The Virginia Gazette, July 25, 1175.1; The Boston 
Gazette or Weekly Journal, September 3, 1751. 
14 The Boston Weekly News Letter,
1 
January 25, 1753. 
the news of the opening exercises, along with an adver-
t 
tisement for students. 15 Later the Reverend Will i am 
I 
Smith of Long Island, interested throughout his life in 
things academic, paid a visit to the academy, arte r which 
he published a long pe5m on the value of the institution 
I 
to society.l6 In South Carolina interest also ran high. 
I 
Even before the opening of the Pennsylv~ia institution 
"Philo-Carolinensis," perhaps a regular reader of Frank-
lin's print, requested the insertion in Peter Timothy's 
paper of a general plea for education in
1
America: 
I In the settling of new countries the first care 
of the Planters must be to provide ahd secure the 
necessaries of life. This engrosses ! t heir atten-
tion, and affords them little time tp think on any 
thing farther ••• necessarily pospon'd to times of 
more wealth and leisure • . Since those times are 
come, and numbers of our inhabitants are both able 
and willing to give their sons a good education, 
if it might be had at home, free from the extra-
ordinary expence and hazard of sending them 
abroad ror tha. t purpose •••• 17 1 
I A short time therearter "Philanthropus" 
1
of Eutaw Spring, 
South Carolina penned an open letter in 1which he urged 
his fellow planters to emulate the natives of Philadel-
phia: 
We hear, for example, or single gentlemen, natives 
of Phi ladelphia, subscribing the whole profits of 
particular branches of a very beneficial trade for 10 
years pasf~ amounting to several hu~dreds pounds per 
annum •••• 
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I 
15 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, January 29, 
1751. 
16 The Pennsylvania Gazette, June 7, 1753. Smith was 
made president of the academy in 1754, undoubtedly in part 
due to his obvious i n terest. 
17 The South Carolina Gazette, February 19, 175 0. 
18 Ibid., August 6, 1750. I 
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In New England the Boston press served to publicize 
I 
a c t ivities at New Haven in a variety of ~ays, in part be-
cause of the particularly significant contributions of the 
I 
people of the Bay Colony to the Connecticut College . The 
choice of a Boston pastor Nathaniel Williams as rector of 
Yale was deemed newsworthy material by B,enjamin Green of 
the News Letter.l9 In addition news of admissions and 
commencements, the first usually in the form of a paid ad-
1 
vertisement, was disseminated through the Boston press.20 
People i n Boston were ~.ven· given a chance to "view" Yale 
from the comfort of their rocking chairs, for in 1749 
I 
James Buck, at the "Spectacles" in Queen Street, gave 
I 
public notice of the sale of 11 ••• a Prospect of Yale College 
I 
in New Haven, neatly Engraven ••• ," a gra phic medium which 
helped to advertise the still youthful institution.21 
News of Harvard Colle ge was circulated chiefly 
through its relatively large body of graduates dispersed 
throughout the colonies. The stand of the colle ge on the 
I 
11 New Light" issue during the 1740's enhanced or detracted 
from its general reputation in about the same ratio as the 
s plit on "orthodoxy"; "Old Lights" everywhere were inclined 
19 May 9, 1723. 
20 The New England w·eekly Journal, September 9, 1734; 
The Boston Evening Post, September 8, 1746. 
I 
21 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, December 5, 
1749; The Boston Evening Post, Decembe~ 11, 1749. 
to sympa thiz e with the conservative position of the admin-
istration.22 The presentation i n 1753 of a Master of Arts 
Degr e e to .f3enjamin F ran klin, who llke most eighteenth cen -
tury s avants earned his honorarium, r e d ounded to the g en-
eral reputation of Harvard, in part as a result of F rank-
lin's well known contributions to science. This i n t e lli-
g ence merite d publication as far asouth as Charles Town. 23 
On the other hand, the heightene d political and military 
tens1ons of t h e following year crowded t h e news of the r e-
ceipt by Franklin of a similar degree at New Haven out of 
the public prints. 
It 1s to be s e ri ously doubted t hat there wa s much 
of a cultural exchange between the northern colleges, on 
the one hand, and William and Mary in Virginia, on the 
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other . Rarely did news emanating from the sout hern college 
break· into the northern prints. One exception, however, 
was the report of a newly erected monument at Williamsburg, 
dedicated to the memory of Sir John Randolph, scholar and 
philanthropist, whose benefact:i.ons had done much to keep 
the Virginia institution al1ve.24 
Generally the opening of a new college was more apt 
22 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, June 1, 8, 
15, and 22, 1741; March 16, 1742. For the conflict between 
vn~itefield and the Harvard authorities see Chapter IX. 
23 The Boston Evening Post, July 30, 1753; The Boston 
Weekly News Letter, August 2, 1753; The Boston Post Boy, 
August 6, 1753; The South Carolina Gazette, August 27, 1753. 
24 The Virginia Gazette, April 20, 1739; The Boston 
Gazette, May 21, 1739; The New York Weekly Journal, May 28, 
1739. 
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to stimulate outside journalistic interest than the activ-
ities of a school of long standing. In 1747 the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette announced the opening by royal charter of 
the College of New Jersey, tuition at which was to be . 
four pounds New Jersey money a year " ••• at 8 shillings 
per ounce, and no more •••• »25 Subsequently on the occasion 
of the first commencement, a Boston paper carried the pro-
gram of events, in part, no doubt, because of the honor 
bestowed upon ex-Governor Belcher of Massachusetts at the 
exercises.26 A few years later John Brainerd, clerk of 
the college, issued a notice to delinquent subscribers 
in distant parts by means of Franklin's newspaper in Phila-
d e lphia.27 
By the 1740 1 s the people of New York had caught the 
"academic fever," and a pamphlet was subsequently pub-
l :tshed on the "College of !.Urania," soon to be Kings 
College and later Columbia. This brochure, which included 
the theory and practice of eighteenth century education, 
was advertised and sold in Philadelphia by David Hall, 
Franklin's active partner in the bookselling business.28 
In 1754 an article by Samuel Johnson of Connecticut, the 
first president of the college, appeared in the columns 
25 
26 
27 
August 13, 1747. 
The Boston Weekly News Letter, December 1, 1748. 
December 12, 1754. 
28 The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 10, 1753. 
of Thomas Fleet's Evening Post in Boston. Clearly there 
was interest in New England, particularly because of 
President Johns on's background, in the beginning and rise 
of higher education in New York.29 
LOTTERIES 
As in the case of the erection and repair of 
churches, the lottery represented one of the most effica-
cious ways by which a college might raise funds for the 
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constructi on of its physical plant. In 1747 a lottery, the 
prizes of which were to amount to fifty thousand pounds, 
old tenor , was raised in Connecticut. Ticlrets were adver -
tised and sold by Elias Huske and Samuel Kneeland in 
Boston, James Parker in New York, and Is aac Griffiths in 
Philadelphia, among others, and the stipulation was made 
that tt ••• 14/6 will be deducted out of each Prize for the 
building of a rtew Colle ge at New Haven •••• "30 
Three years later a lottery scheme set up in Phila-
de l phia for the benefit of the College of New Jersey was 
widely circulated, especially in New England, where in-
te rest in the Calvinistic institution was expectedly keen. 
Tickets were subsequently advertised and sold by Nathaneal 
29 June 17, 1754. 
30 The Boston Evening Post, July 6, 1747; The Boston 
Weekly Post Boy, September 21, 1747; The Boston Gazette or 
Weekly Journal, December 1, 1747; The New York Gazette 
Revived in the Weekly :l:'ost Boy, November 2, 1747; 
The Pennsylvania Gazette, October 15, 1747. 
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Holmes and John Franklin in Boston, and by Richard Cary 
in Charlestown, Massachusetts.31 In New York news of the 
i mpending drawilng of the lucky tickets was published in 
the ·weekly Journal. 32 Beyond a doubt a number of tickets 
were purchased in Boston, at least one of which wa s 
fortunate. In April, shortly before the drawing, a New. 
England ticket holder asserted that he had lost ticke t 
number 2520, and appealed to the find e r to return it. 33 
And one unfortunate a ppealed for the i mminent return of 
her lucky ticket, shortly after she heard that she had 
won a prize: 
Drop't last Monday, July 16. A Philadelphia 
Lottery Ticket, # 2433, (lOf Priz e ) the backside of 
wh ich was endors'd Mary Dumaresq; iVhoever has taken 
up the said Ticket, and will return it to the said 
Mary Dumaresq, s hall be well rewarded:-- If the said 
Ticket is offer'd to any of the Trustee s in any 
Government, they are desir'd to stop it; so t hat the 
right Owner may receive the Pay.34 
Interes t on the part of residents of New En g land i n the 
New Jerse y college continued to run high, for in 1754 a 
scheme was projected in Connecticut for the further be ne -
f i t of the infant institution: 
Scheme of a Lottery, in Connecticut, for the ben e -
fit of the College of New-Jersey •.•• Th e Prizes wi ll 
be published in the New-York and Pennsylvania Gazettes, 
and the money paid to the possessors of benefit tick-
ets, as soon as the drawing is finished. Tickets are 
31 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, February 6, 
1750; The Boston Weekly News Letter, March 1, 1750; The 
Boston Evening Post, March 5, 1750. 
32 May 28 , 1750. 
33 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, April 17, 
1750. 34 The Boston Wee k ly News Letter, · July 19, 1750. 
to be had at the dwelling-houses of Mr. John Lloyd, 
Ephriam Bostwick, Esq., and Dr. Nathaniel Hubbard, 
in the town of Stamford, in Connecticut, who are 
appointed managers. Tickets are also to be sold 
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by Mr. David Vanhorne, in New-York; Samuel Woodruff, 
Esq., in Elizabeth-town; Mr. Sargeant, treasurer of 
the College of New-Jersey, in Newark; John Stockton, 
Esq., i n Prince-town; the Reverend Mr. Cowell, and 
Messieurs Reed and Furman in Trenton; Mr. Charles 
Goff, junior, in Kingwood; Mr. John Ingley in Borden-
town; and Messieurs George Spafford, Andrew Reed, 
William Grant, John Sayre, Andrew Hodge, William 
Henry, Hugh McCullough, and Samuel Hazard in Phila-
delphia. The Prizes will be paid by those gentle-
men who shall have disposed of the numbers drawing 
such prizes.35 
Likewise two lotteries were set up in New York in 
1747 and 1749 for the benefit of the college in that prov-
ince. Once again tickets were advertised through the news-
papers and sold on an intercolonial basis; for William 
Vanderspiegel acted as the Philadelphia agent in the earlier 
venture, while Franklin and Hall sold tickets for the lot-
tery of 1749.36 
Although there were many purchasers of tickets every-
where who desired nothing more than their own quick finan-
cial gain, fund raising by means of the lottery device 
' 
soon overreached local colonial boundaries, and interest in 
distant institutions took on new life and meaning. 
BOOKS 
The newspaper also chronicled educational activities 
which were at once less formal and more far-reaching than 
35 The Pennsylvania Gazette, February 19, 1754. 
36 Ibid., February 24, 1747; December 12, 1749. 
those carried on in the schools and _?olleges. And the 
printing and distribution of books and almanacs became 
by mid-century an important means of transmitting ideas 
throu ghout the hemisphere. A number of volumes were 
written by Americans, about American subjects, and 
printed on colonial presses; and since many of the news-
papermen owned the presses upon which this literature was 
printed, the printers and publishers became the single 
most important group of purveyors of books and almanacs 
in America, thereby broadening their already highly 1m-
portant role as public informants. 
The several papers served the reading public in a 
number of ways. Since books were usually expensive and 
difficult to come by, and since ~ublic libraries were as 
yet unknown, the gems of private collections were loa.ned 
and reloaned to an omnivorous group of readers everywhere. 
Sometimes irreplacable works were found to be among the 
missing, in which case the owner might appeal by means of 
a newspaper advertisement for their proper and imminent 
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return. Typical, _perhaps, was the appeal of John Hamilton, 
Postmaster General and resident of the Colony of New Jersey, 
to his unb1own beneficiary, presumed to be a resident of 
New England: 
Whereas several Books of John Hamilton's Esq., 
have been Lent w1 thout his knowledge by Mr. William 
Brooker, to Persons in Boston, etc. Wboever has any 
such Books with the Name of John Hamilton in the 
Title Page, are desired to deliver the said Books 
to John Jekyll, Esq.; or to Philip MUsgrave at the 
Post-Office in Boston.37 
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The American book trade quite naturally fostered a 
close relationship among the several printers in the sale 
of the products of their presses. A typical advertise-
ment was that of Jonas Green in his Maryland Gazette: 
Lately Published, Reflection on Courtship and 
Marria~e._ •• Philadelphia, Printed and sold by Ben-
jamin Franklin, Also sold by Jonas Green, in Annap-
olis, Price 2s. 6d.38 
Apparently the cost of printing a volume had to be 
closely reckoned against its probable sale. As a result 
subscriptions were set up and handled largely through 
printers in distant centers. In 1732 Richard Fry of 
Boston devised a scheme of reprinting The Spectators at 
three pounds a boUnd set, the subscriptions for which were 
to be " ••• taken in at Newport, Philadelphia, New York, 
Pi sea taqua, and South Carolina •••• n39 Other• subscription 
plans, many of which involved the writings of prominent 
colonists, were set afoot to help assure the entrepreneur 
an adequate return for his labors. 
Another device which was resorted to was the method 
of soliciting information needed to finish a study, which 
it was burdensome for the writer to obtain. This was the 
37 The Boston Gazette, February 20, 1721. 
38 The Maryland Gazette, July 1, 1746. 
39 The Boston Gazette, June 5, 1732. 
case when Thomas Prince, engrossed in preparing his New 
England Chronology, appealed to public spirited citizens 
of Stamford, Fairfield, and w·oodbury, among other places 
in Connecticut, to send in accounts of their towns in 
order that the writing might be completed.40 
Two closely relate.d products of New England presses 
having a continuous sale in distant quarters were the 
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famous psalters and primers, which went through innumerable 
printings. As early as 1731 Andrew Bradford advertised the 
sale of these early texts to readers of the American Weekly 
Mercury.41 And in New York Andrew's father William sold 
New-England Psalms, along with a large assortment of such 
imported works aa those by B~yan, Milton, Aristotle, 
Palladia, and others. 42 Later Franklin also vended "New 
England Primers" in the Philadelphia area, aa did John 
Zenger, the son of the redoubtable John Peter Zenger in New 
York. 43 To the southward, Peter Timothy, son of Franklin's 
old partner in South Carolina, advertised and sold the first 
American grammar to residents of Charles Town and it~ en-
virons.44 
40 The New England Weekly Journal, June 4, 1733. 
41 December 28, 1731. 
42 The New York Gazette, November 6, 1738. 
43 The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 11, 1738; The New 
York Weekly Journal, February 15, 1742. 
44 The South Carolina Gazette, November 5, 1753. 
Another volume which had an intercolonial sale and 
influence was Cadwallader Colden's The History of the Five 
Indian Nations, which was · originally printed in New York 
in 1727. Shortly it was being sold by Eleazer Phillips in 
New England and by Andrew Bradford in Philadelphia. 45 By 
mid-century the growing importance of the northern border 
problem prompted Benjamin Franklin to again advertise the 
sale of the work in Philadelphia& 
To be Sold at the Post-Office (Price 12s.) 
The History of the Five Indian Nations of Canada 
which are dependent on the Province of New York 
in America, and are the Barrier between the 
English and the French in that Part of the World. 
With Accounts of their Religion, Manners, Customs, 
Laws and Forms of Government, their several Battles 
and Treaties with the European Nations; particular 
Relations of their several Wars with other Indians; 
and a True Account of the present State of our 
Trade with them. In which are shewn the great 
Advantage of their Trade and Alliance to the British 
Nation, and the Intrigues and Attempts of the French 
to engage them from us; a Subject nearly concerning 
all our American Plantations, and highly meriting 
the Consideration of the British Nations at this 
Juncture •••• 46 
Copies of Dr. Colden's work were distributed at least as 
far south as Charles Town, for in an appeal for education 
in South Carolina "Philanthropos'' referred his readers to 
the history. 47 
45 The New England Weekly Journal, May 29, 1727; 
The American Weekly Mercury, February 10, 1730. Phillips 
had a good potential market in New England, for perceptive 
New Englanders must have well recognized the importance of 
the Iroquois League in the English scheme of empire. 
46 The Pennsylvania Gazette, December 25, 1750. 
47 The South Carolina Gazette, August 6, 1750. 
"Philanthropos," in emphasizing the hun1anizing benefits of 
education, urged his readers to " ••• see and instance /:Of 
brutality where education is lackina1, in Dr. Colden's 
history of the five nations, Part lat., Chapter 9th. 
Ibid., Part 2, page 59 •••• " 
194 
195 
Another work, John Mason'a Narrative of the Pequot 
Wars, a blood-curdling saga of seventeenth century Connect-
icut, was edited for the press by Thomas Prince, and sub-
sequently sold in Boston through a subscription plan.48 
Northern interest in the recurring Indian problem was 
further evidenced by the publication by the firm of Knee-
land and Green in Boston of The Memoirs and Adventures of 
Nine Years Captivity among the French and Indians by John 
Gyles, former commander of the garrison on st. George's 
River. 49 
In 1725 the team of Bradford and Bradford advertised 
a history of the pirates of the West Indies, apparently a 
product of William's press: 
The General History of the Pyrates, from their 
fir~ Rise and Settlement in the Island of Providence 
to the present Time. With the remarkable Actions and 
Adventures of the two Female Pyrates Mary Read and 
Anne Bonny. To which is added, a short Abstract of 
the Statute and Civil Law in Relation to Pyraoy. By 
Captain Charles Johnson. Sold by William Bradford 
in New York.50 
Obviously the story of sea raiders, replete with sensa-
tional overtones, provided a common topic of conversation 
for people everywhere who lived on or close by the sea. 
48 The New England Weekly Journal, November 18, 1735; 
The Boston Evening Post, January 19, 1736. 
49 Ibid., August 23, 1736. 
50 The American Weekly Mercury, January 12, 1725. 
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Other volumes had an intercolonial appeal. When 
in 1739 John Callendar'a History of Rhode-Island and 
Providence Plantation appeared Kneeland and Green acted as 
agents for its distribution in Boston.51 One of the more 
important general works, appearing originally in install-
ments between 1747 and 1752, was William Douglass' 
A Summary, Historical and Political, of the first Planting, 
2rogressive Improvements, and present State of the British 
Settlements in North America. When in October of 1752 
Douglass died suddenly, in the midst of his literary chore, 
Daniel Fowle announced to Boston readers that, 
It is uncertain, whether there will be any more 
published, as there is not Copy prepared for the 
Press to be found. And as he has compleated in the 
2nd. Volume, the Province of New Hampshire, Colony 
of Rhode Island, Colony of Connecticut, Province 
of New York, Province of New Jersey, Province of 
Pennsylvania, and its Territories, and the Province 
of Maryland; all Gentlemen, who have taken the lat. 
Volume, and Part of the Numbers of the Second, may 
be furnished with the Remainder ••• 52 
Clearly Dr. Douglass' work had an extensive appeal outside 
of New England. Equally evident is the supposition that 
copies of the history were distributed outside of the 
northern provinces. In thumping the tub of union in 1754, 
for example, Franklin cited a passage from an early chapter, 
1752. 
51 The New England Weekly Journal, March 20, 1739. 
52 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, November 7, 
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concerned with a description of the land then in dispute 
between the English and the French in the Ohio River area. 53 
Toward the end of the period the commercial and 
technical guide made its appearance. One of these entitled 
Young Secretary's Guide: Or, A Speedy Help to Learning, 
written by John Hill of Boston, was " ••• made suitable to 
the People of New England; but with a small Alteration, 
may be made to suit all his Majesty's Dominions in Amer-
ica •••• tt54 A similar work, The American Instructor or Young 
Man's Best Companion by George Fisher of Virginia contained 
a description of the several American colonies " ••• the whole 
better adapted to these American colonies, than any other 
Book of the like Kind."55 Apparently John Hill's volume 
was being distributed in the Virginia region. 
Benjamin Franklin's importance as a seller of books 
lay not only in the volume of works handled, but in the 
great variety of subjects concerned. Early as apprentice 
to brother James, he had been introduced to a large number 
of volumes, among which was John Oldmixon's History of the 
American Colonies.56 Later while working for Samuel Keimer 
53 The Pennsylvania Gazette, March 17, 1754. 
54 The Boston Evening Post, August 20, 1750. 
55 The Virginia Gazette, September 19, 1751. 
56 The New England Courant, July 2, 1722. Book ad-
vertisement of James Franklin. 
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at Philadelphia, he had very probably set type on the ad-
vertisement of a new product of the New England printing 
industry: 
Just Publi shed, God's Mercy surmounting Man's 
Cruelty, Exemplified in the Captivity and Redemp-
tion of Elizabeth Hansen, Wife of John Hansen, of 
Knoxmarsh in Dover-Township, who was taken Captive 
with her Chi1lB.ren and Maid Servant, by the Indians 
in New .. England, in the Year 1724. The Substance 
of which was taken from her own Mouth, and now pub-
lished for a general Service. To be sold by Samuel 
Keimer, in Philadelphia, and w. Heurtin, Gold-smith 
i n New-York.57 
After assuming the proprietorship of the Pennsylvania 
Gazette i n 1729 Franklin soon began to advertise the sale 
of books on a scale hitherto unknown to American prin ters 
and books ellers. In 1730 Franklin advertised Robert 
Beverley's Historx of Virginia in four parts.58 A few years 
later he published and sold an anti-slavery book " ••• con-
taining the Selling of Joseph, a Memorial by the Honorable 
Judge Sewal f.Sic7 of N. England.n59 Also advertised and 
sold at one time or another were The Coasting Pilot of the 
West Indies, Herera 1 s History of America, Oldmixon 1 s British 
Empire , and an anonymous volume curiously 
57 The Pennsylvania Gazette, December 24, 1728. 
Elizabeth Ransen 1 s account was advertised in Philadelphia 
as late as 1754, when it was included in one of Benjamin 
Franklin 's booklists; Ibid., February 26, 1754. 
58 Ibid., January 27, 1730. 
59 Ibid., August 24, 1738. 
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entitled American Library. 60 In 1744, with frontier pres-
sure everywhere reducing the degree of insularity which 
characterized times of relative quiet, Franklin and others 
in Philadelphia announced the sale of an official report 
of military operations along the southern frontier: 
The Report of the Committee of both Houses of 
Assembly of the Province of South-Carolina, appointed 
to Enquire into the Causes of the Disappointment of 
Success, in the late Expedition against St. Augustine, 
under the Command of General Oglethorpe. N. B. To the 
above Report is prefix'd an Historical Detail of the 
several Invasions made by the Spanish on the Province 
of South Carolina from 1670-1740 •••• 61 
And after fortune had smiled on Pepperrill's cam-
paign in the north in 1745, Franklin announced the sale of 
the printed journals of the siege, together with " ••• a large 
Map of Louisbourgh.n62 Even after Franklin's multiple 
activities had taken him out of the printing house, David 
Hall, his youthful partner, carried on with the publication 
and sale of volumes, many of which were essentially American 
in scope. In 1751, for example, Hall imported from the West 
Indies and sold, 
The Natural History of Barbados. In Ten Books. 
By the -Reverend Griffith Hughes, A.M. Rector of St. 
Lucy's Pariah, in said Island, and Fellow Royal 
Society.63 
60 The Pennsylvania Gazette, June 2, 1743. Coasting 
Pilot was also offered in March 28, 1734 issue. No further 
identification of American Library was given. It is not 
listed, as such., in Charles Evans, American Bibliography, 
1639-1800 (Privately Printed for the Author by the Blakely 
Press: Chicago, 1903-1934). 
61 Ibid., February 8., 1744. It was sold by:· James Read, 
Warner and Bradford, and William Bradford also. 
62 Ibid., October 2, 1749. 
63 Ibid., April 18, 1751. 
There can be little doubt that the newspaper afforded an 
excellent medium by which books were circulated from one 
area to another, thereby facilitating the exchange of 
ideas, some utilitarian arid some cultural in scope. 
MAGAZINES 
Before 1754 only three magazines were attempted in 
America; all of these were short-lived when measured 
against the con~inuous publication of the average news-
paper. Late in 1740 readers of Peter Timothy's South 
Carolina Gazette were informed that Benjamin Franklin in-
tended the publication of a monthly magazine, to begin in 
January of the coming year. Franklin's attempt to make 
his venture suitable " ••• for all the British Plantations 
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in America •••• 11 was of obvious interest to readers in 
Charles Town.64 Yet before Franklin could bring his first 
issue to press (but not before mid-February) his r.ival 
Andrew Bradford had beaten h1mt. to the punch by three days 
with the publication of The American Magazine, or a Monthly 
View of the Political State of the British Colonies. Within 
three months Bradford's experiment in the field of the mag-
azine had collapsed. If he sold his product outside of his 
native province at all, it was evidently without the bene-
fit of newspaper advertising. Franklin's print The General 
64 December 18, 1740. 
Magazine and Historical Chronicle, with the help of a 
broader advertising campaign and his monopoly of the 
mails in Philadelphia struggled on three months longer 
before expiring. 
Some two years later a longer and slightly happier 
attempt to publish a general monthly magazine was made in 
Boston by Jeremiah Gridley as editor and Rogers and Fowle 
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as printers. Early in 1743 there was announced in Boston 
and New York a proposal to print by subscription The Amer-
ican Magazine and Historical Chronicle: For all tbe British 
Plantations. 
Subscriptions are taken in by Mr. John Eliot, 
at the great Trees, at the South End, Mr. John 
Philips, at the Stationers Arms, and Mr. Samuel 
Eliot, in Cornhill, Boston, Mr. Benjamin Franklin, 
Post-Master, in Philadelphia, Mr. James Parker at 
the New Printing-Office in New-York, Mr. Joseph 
Pomeroy at ~ew-Haven, and Captain Peter Franklin, 
at Newport. 65 · 
In October the first issue, that of September, finally 
appeared. Thereafter for a little more than three years 
the magazine struggled on, dispensing such diverse items 
as an Indian treaty, a price current, an item of a relig-
ious nature, a book list, and a long poem. Since adver-
tisements, usually in the form of a column long index, 
were printed with some degree of regularity in New York 
and Philadelphia, those places apparently served as 
65 The New York Weekly Post Boy, February 28, 1743; 
The Boa ton Evening Post, March 7, 17 43. 
intercolonial outlets for the Boston entrepreneura.66 
Nevertheless the function of the periodical as a cultural 
bridge among the several colonies was doomed to failure, 
since there were apparently not enough interested sub -
scribers to sustain it.67 
THE ALMANAC 
Of much more significance than the magazine as an 
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educational medium, especially among the country folk, was 
the almanac. Almanacs, a chief source of cultivation 
among the poorer elements of the population, were printed 
in the· several colonial centers and dispersed widely 
throughout the continent. The publication of the annual 
almanac was advertised locally and intercolonially in the 
several newspapers. As early as 1727 James Franklin, 
having lately settled in Newport, advertised his Poor 
Robin's Almanack in Boston as one which " ••• without sen-
sible Error L%Si7 serve all Parts of New-England, being 
the first that was ever Published for that Meridian •••• 11 ~8 
Shortly thereafter 11 J. Warner,u of Annapolis announced the 
66 The New York Weekly Post Boy, November 14, 1743; 
The Pennsylvania Gazette, December 20, 1743; January 3, 1744. 
67 Frank Luther Mott, The History of American Maga-
zines, 1741-1850 (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1930), 
I, 24-25. The editors of the early magazines were undoubt-
edly too dependent upon the newspaper as a source for their 
material. Since readers usually had access to one or more 
papers, it is to be doubted that rewarmed material would 
have a very extensive reader appeal. 
68 The New England Weekly Journal, December 4, 1727. 
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sale of The Virginia and Maryland Almanack; like most other 
compilers he sought as wide a range of readers as his "cal-
culations might sensibly serve.u69 And under the editor-
ship of the versatile Theophilus Grew the Maryland Almanack 
took on broader functions: 
The Lunations, Conjunctions, Eclipses; the Increase, 
Decrease, and Length of the Days and Nights, with the 
Rising, Southing, and Setting, and Places of the 
Heavenly Bodies through-out the Year ••• ;fitting the 
Provinces of Maryland, and without feasible Error, 
Virginia, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New York •••• 70 
In 1732 Benjamin Franklin began the publication of 
what was to be an important source of his income for the 
next twenty-five years, Poor Richard's Almanack• During the 
life-span of this extremely important publication it was 
aqvertised and sold in South Carolina by Lewis and later 
Peter Timothy; in Boston by Thomas Fleet, Kneeland and 
Green, Daniel Henchman, and John Draper; in New York by 
John Peter ~anger and James Parker; and in Maryland by 
Jonas Green. 71 It is to be doubted that any other American 
almanac was as widely read, or commanded the influence of 
69 The Maryland Gazette, October 20, 1730. 
70 Ibid., February 9, 1733. 
71 The South Carolina Gazette, December 14, 1734; 
The Boston Evening Post, January 19, 1736; The New England 
Weekly Journal, January 18, 1737; The Boston Weekly News Letter 
January 10, 1745; The New York Weekly Journal, February 14, 
1737; The ·New York Weekly Post Boy, January 17, 1743; The Mary-
land Gazette, January 6, 1748. Significantly all the dis-
tributors of Franklin's almanac were printers. 
Franklin's publication. It soon became a source of ref-
erence to newspaper publishers, for it was quoted directly 
from on occasion. 72 The most probable reason for its gen-
eral acceptance lay in the fact that Franklin strove un-
ceasingly for universal applicability in his choice of 
subject matter. Typical, perhaps, was the almanac for 
1?50: 
Fitted to the Latitude of 40°, and a Meridian of 
near 5 Hours . West from London; but may, without 
sensible Error, serve all the Northern Colonies. 
Containing moreover, An exact Account of the Number 
of Male, Female, White and Black Inhabitants in New-
Jersey, as taken 1737/8; and again 1745, by which the 
Increase in 7 Years is shown. ' Also the Number of 
People called ~uakers in said Province: and an 
Account of the Number of Burials in Philadelphia for 
7 Years, with a Rule by which the Inhabitants may be 
computed. Number of Inhabitants in New-England, and 
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in Boston, with sundry curious Observations thereon •••• 73 
Other almanacs were distributed and read from one area 
to another, but none equalled the popularity of "Richard 
Saunders'•" Along with publishing the Virginia Gazette, 
William Parks printed and sold the Virginia Almanack 
" ••• fitting Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, etc •••• 11 74 
Roger Sherman of Connecticut published his almanac con-
secutively in Boston, New York, and New London, Connect-
icut, asserting continuously that it would serve the 
72 The Boston Evening Post, January 31, 1743; art-
icle on Britain's success against Spain. 
73 The Pennsylvania Gazette, November 16, 1749. 
74 The Virginia Gazette, October 10, 1745. 
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neighboring governments.75 
In South Carolina Peter Timothy gave notice of the 
publication and sale of " ••• Grover's Almanacks F'or the Year 
1751, adjusted to the Meridian of Charles-Town, but may 
without Error serve for North-Carolina, and Georgia •••• tt76 
Subsequently uohn Tobler's Almanac advertisement in the 
South Carolina Gazette had an even broader appeal, for it 
contained information vital to any prospective traveller 
regardless his route of travel through continental North 
America: 
A Description of the Roads North-eastward, from 
Charles-Town, George-Town, and through the principal 
Towns of the Province of North-Carolina, Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, New-Jersey, and New-York, 
quite to Boston in New-England; and Southward, from 
Charles-Town to Port-Royal, Purrysburgh, and New 
Windsor upon the Savannah-River, in this Province •••• 77 
In New Jersey William Ball, "Philomath," designed 
the New Jersey Almanack which was advertised and sold by 
the dean of such publications, Benjamin Franklin in Phila-
delphia.78 Another native of New Jersey, John Nathan, was 
far less modest than most of his fellow editors in giving 
notice of the area which his prognostications might "safely 
serve": 
Fitted to the Vertex of the City of Perth Amboy 
in New Jersey, but may without sensible Error serve 
all the Provinces adjacent from Newfoundland to 
South Carolina.79 
75 The Boston Weekly News Letter, November 17, 1749; 
The New York Evening Post, October 22, 1750; The Boston Post 
Boy, December 4, 1752. Advertisement of T. Green of New London. 
76 The South Carolina Gazette, November 19, 1750. 
77 Ibid., December 6, 1751. 
78 The Pennsylvania Gazette, October 22, 1741. 
79 The New York Weekly Journal, September 28; 1747. 
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At least one almanac was printed in German in Phila-
delphia and vended by the Widow Zenger in New York and by 
Peter Timothy in Charles Town.80 
So great was the circulation of almanacs on an 
intercolonial scale that at least one instance of counter-
feiting occurred in the trade. In 1752 James Franklin 
announced to the readers of the Boston Evening Post the 
appearance of a spurious print: 
Poor Job's Almanack for 1752. the genuine Sort, 
to be sold by the Printer of this Paper, by Whole-
sale and Retail. Beware of Counterfeits, for such 
are abroad, no more like the Original, than a Nut 
is like an Apple. Note, In the Spurious ones, 
besides a multitude of other Blunders, the Tides 
are set down wrong by several Hours; And, in a Word, 
in this piratical Performance, there is scarcely a 
Feature of Poor Job to be seen, though 'tis said 
to be ·collected from him.Bl 
Still other publications which were instruments for 
an indigenous and broadening education were prints and maps, 
both of which realized extensive circulation through news-
paper advertising. In 1722 "A Curious Prospect of the 
City of New York" was distributed in Philadelphia by Andrew 
Bradford and in Boston by William Price, thereby helping to 
familiarize the people of those cities with a center which 
the great majority of them would never find opportunity to 
80 The New York Weeklv Journal, January 25, 1748; 
The South Carolina Gazette, December 25, 1749. 
81 February 3, 1752. 
visit.82 Three years afterwards Price advertised a new 
chart · 11 ••• The British Empire in North-America with the 
Distant Colonies, Granted by Letters Patent, from Cape 
Casco to St. Mathias River •••• n83 A generation later 
Price announced to his New England customers the sale of 
a new general map, enlarged to include the Mississippi 
River and the disputed Ohio region.84 
In the early 1730's the virtually unknown interior 
and the treacherous coastline of North Carolina were 
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charted by Edward Moseley, and incorporated into a rrnew and 
correct" map. Interest in the adjacent provinces was stim-
ulated by the sale of the map through the good offices of 
William Parks' in Annapolis and Lewis Timothy in Charles 
Town.85 
Later a similar piece of work was done for the Prov-
ince of Pennsylvania by ~ illiam Parsons, Surveyor General, 
the announcement of which was given prominent space in the 
Boston v~feekly News Letter.86 And shortly before mid-cen tury 
82 The American Weekly Mercury, February 20, 1722; 
The New England Courant, August 27, 1722. 
83 The New En~land Courant, July 17, 1725; The Boston 
Gazette, July 19, 17 5. 
84 The Boston Evening Post, August 11, 1746; The Boston 
Weekly Post Boy, August 11, 1746. 
85 The South Carolina Gazette, April 26, 1735; 
The Virginia Gazette, September 16, 1737. 
86 December 15, 1743. 
Lewis Evans' map of "Pennsylvania, New-Jersey, New-York, 
and the three Lower Counties on the Delaware" was offered 
by subscription in the p r ints of the middle colonies. In 
Maryland Jonas Green, one of the sales agents, advertised 
its general value: 
A Map of Pennsylvania, New-Jersey, New-York~ and 
the Three Lower Counties of Delaware, by Lewis Evans. 
This Map, besides those Provinces and Territories, 
contains, a great Part of the Endless Mountains, and 
of the Country of the Six Nations, The Route of the 
Albany Traders to the F ort of Oswego, on Lake Ontario. 
The Path from Pennsylvania through the Mountains to 
Onondaga the Ca pital of the Six Nations, and to the 
great Lakes. Some Parts of the adjacent Provinces of 
New England, Maryland, and Virginia. The several 
Provinces and Countie s are distinguished in t he p lain 
Maps by their Division Lines, and i n the colaur'd 
ones by different Colours •••• 87 
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In a number of ways the public prints were both a 
medium and a force by wh ich educational ideas were declare d 
and activities furthered on the intercolonial scene. Wh e ther 
a newspaper helped a school to find a master or to raise 
nee d ed funds, or whether i t aided in distributing a book 
or an almanac to a distant quarter, it represented the best 
existing means by which ideas could be disseminated to 
readers ever~vhe re . 
87 March 29, 1749. 
CHAPTER IX 
RELIGION AND THE INTERCOLONIAL PRESS 
The growth of newspapers occurred almost simultane-
ously with the decline of organized religion as a power in 
secular affairs. As a .result religious news, at least 
prior to the Great Awakening, did not attain the space or 
coverage afforded more worldly affairs, such as politics 
or trade. This was true even in New England, where an 
oligarchic church held control longer than elsewhere. Yet 
nowhere were religious affairs wholly ignored. Personal 
items, such as an ordination, an especially noteworthy ser-
mon, or an obituary notice, were published whenever the 
churchman involved was deemed important enough. Moreover, 
tracts and printed sermons were advertised and sold from 
one colony or area to another. The religious publication 
center of America was Boston, the fountainhead of American 
Calvinism. Since a large proportion of Boston readers 
were at least nominally Calvinistic, the prints of that 
city were more concerned with news of the Congregational 
and Presbyterian Churches throughout America, than with 
items which involved other religious groups. The several 
papers further reveal a steady flow of Harvard trained min-
isters southward into Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and the Carolinas; it was quite natural that 
210 
the Boston prints would chronicle the activities of the sons 
of John Harvard. 
In 1717 the News Letter announced the deaths of the 
brothers, Joshua and Jeremiah Hobart, of Southol~ New York 
and Connecticut respectively, both of whom had graduated 
at Harvard College over a half-century earlier.l Ten years 
later the death of the Reverend Mr. Livingston, New England 
bred Presbyterian pastor in South Carolina, was listed.2 
Ordination of a Yale or a Harvard trained man .for 
duty in a distant pulpit often took place in New England, 
after which the new pastor departed for his charge. An 
issue of the News Letter of 1727 informed its subscribers 
of such a ceremony: 
Yesterday the 9th Currant, the Reverend :Mr. Ebeneze,r 
Pemberton, was ordained at the Old South Church here, 
Pastor of a Presbyterian Church in the city of New York. 
The Reverend Mr. Tbasher began with Prayer; the Reverend 
Mr. Colman preach'd from, Mat. 9: 38. uPray ye there-
fore the Lord of the Harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest. tt Then the Reverend Mr. 
Sewall Pray 1d. After this the Reverend Dr. Mather gave 
the Charge, and the Reverend Mr. Prince the Right Hand 
of Fellowship.~ 
Similarly, the ordination of Daniel Elmer at East 
Windsor, Connecticut as pastor for the Presbyterian Church 
in Fairfield, West Jersey was given public notice.4 When 
1 April 22, 1717. Joshua Hobart was ordained at 
Southold on October 7, 1674. Jeremiah Hobart accepted a 
charge at Haddam, Connecticut on September 1, 1691. John 
Langdon Sibley, Biofraphical Sketches of Graduates of 
Harvard UniversityCambridge: Charles William Sever, 1873 
edition), 1, 213•216. 
2 The Weekly News Letter, February 23, 1727. 
3 Ibid., August 10, 1727. 
4 ~., October 5, 1727. 
the Reverend Hugh Fisher of the Presbyterian Church at 
Dorchester, South Carolina died, he was succeeded by one 
John Osgood " ••• who had his Degree of Batchelor in Arts, 
at Harvard College in Cambridge in the Year 1733. n5 
Apparently the exchange of letters between the min-
isters of Boston and those outside the province further 
aided the circulation of intelligence from distant parts. 
In 1735 Reverend Josiah Smith of Charles Town informed his 
Boston correspondent that Job Parker, who had gone to 
South Carolina from Cambridge to preach, had recently 
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passed away there.6 Similar intelligence was obtained some 
years later, concerning the death at Jamaica of the Reverend 
Calvin Galpine, whose given name bespoke his religious lean-
ings.7 And when Gualterus Dubois, Senior Pastor of the 
Dutch Reformed Church in New York, died, a long eulogy in 
verse was taken up and printed in the News Letter.8 
The rapid growth of Nova Scotia in the 1740's neces-
sitated the removal of at least one Boston preacher. For 
John Cotton of that city fresh out of Harvard, issued the 
usual legal notice after he had removed to Halifax, where 
he had assumed the duties of the cloth.9 
5 The Boston Weekly News Letter, March 6, 1735. 
6 Ibid., January 9, 1736. 
7 Ibid., April 6, 1749. 
8 october 24, 1751. 
9 The Boston Evening Post, October 27, 1746. 
The growth of toleration in Massachusetts allowed 
for the printing of personal items which concerned relig-
ious preferences which were not Calvinistic. In 1731 the 
News Letter declared: 
We hear that on Wednesday the 13th Instant, the 
Reverend Mr. John Callen4er was Ordain'd to the 
Pastoral Charge of the Baptist Church in Newport, 
Rhode Island. 
Clearly the Baptist faith had achieved an element of re-
spectability, to allow the insertion of such a notice, 
wholly in a Boston paper devoid of editorial comment.lO 
The Boe ton prints ser~ed the churches in yet other 
capacities. In 1714 Governor Robert Hunter of New York 
gave notice through the only paper then printed in the 
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colonies, the News Letter, that the Government of New York 
!'Ould .g:tY.e ·.a reward of fifty pounds for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of Yandals Who had broken into 
and defiled the interior of Trinity Church in the City of 
New York.ll 
A few years later the announcement was made in Boston 
of the intention to build a Congregational meeting house at 
Newport: 
••• A Gentleman of the said Town and Persuasion 
(with the Advice and Consent of the Others, and 
Approbation of sundry Able, Pious, and Grave Min-
isters of the Province of Massachusetts-Bay) took 
upon him the Toil and Labour of Soing from place to 
10 October 21, 1731. 
11 March 29, 1714. The proclamation was in the form 
of a paid advertisement which covered nearly one-half a 
column. 
place, both in this Province and Rhode Island 
Government to gather and collect every Pious 
Soul's Voluntary Contribution •••• 
The notice closed with an appeal for further aid towards 
raising the said meeting house.l2 
south of New England the public prints devoted con-
siderably less space to religious news, perhaps due to the 
enlarged importance attached to secular matters. Some 
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items were included. In 1728 the New York Gazette announced 
that the Reverend Thomas Pender of the Anglican Church at 
Hampton, Virginia had recently preached at the Trinity 
Church in New York. The news was followed by the announce-
ment of the publication and sale of Pender's New York text, 
"The Divinity of the Scriptures, from Reason and external 
Circumstances. 11 13 . 
A few years before the advent of George Whitefield 
on the American scene, the Gazette reprinted from a London 
paper the number of American missionaries that the Society 
for the Propagation of ·i the Gospel in Foreign Parts had in 
the field probably because of the large number sent to the 
province of New York. 14 
In New-England 
In Newfoundland 
In New-York 
In New-Jersey 
In Pennsilvania 
08 
01 
16 
06 
08 
12 The Boston News Letter, September 17, 1722. 
13 The New York Gazette, August 26, 1728. 
14 Ibid., September 6, 1736. 
In North-carolina 
In South-Carolina 
In Georgia 
In Bahamas Island 
In All 
01 
09 
01 
01 
-
41 
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Multiple were the ways in which a paper might serve 
the religious public, even to the extent of warning it or 
the appearance on the intercolonial scene of a charla. tan 
in preacher's clothing. Such an event occurred when one 
Thomas Allman absconded from his employers at Jamaica and 
fled, it was suspected, to South Carolina. The public was 
warned that he might well assume the role of a "preacher,•• 
since he had formerly preached among the Quakers at Phila-
delphia.15 
The Pennsylvania Gazette likewise served in a number 
of capacities. In 1740 Giles Lawrence, proprietor of the 
"Three Legs" in Bristol, New Jersey, announced to Friends 
everywhere that he was prepared to board them and care for 
their horses during the annual meeting at nearby Burlington.l6 
A few years later a vacancy occurred in an Anglican 
pulpit in Maryland, for the following notice appeared in 
Franklin's paper: 
Any unsettled clergyman, of a fair character, and 
in full orders, may meet with encouragement, by apply-
ing to Henry Nicols, Rector of St. Michael's Parish, 
Talbot County, Marylanct.l7 
15 The New York Weekly Post Boy, May 16, 1743. 
16 September 18, 1740. 
17 The Pennsylvania Ga!ette, March 16, 1747. This 
announcement shows the lack of Anglican clergymen available 
for American pastorates. 
Clearly the Pennsylvania Gazette, with its considerable 
influence, was a logical medium in which to insert such 
an advertisement. 
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To the southward the Virginia Gazette published only 
an occasional item of a religious nature prior to George 
Whitefield's appearance in the southern parts of the con-
tinent. In 1738 William Parks informed his readers of the 
death in North Carolina of the Reverend Mr. Boyd, a mission-
ary of ~~e Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts.l8 
The tract and printed sermon were obviously import-
ant commodities in helping to spread religious ideas, if 
one measures the volume and extent of their sales. The 
large-scale advertising and distribution of such literature 
did not necessarily evidence a climate of extreme religios-
ity. The suspicion is strong that controversial ecclesias-
tical literature, even when written with a singularly relig-
ious purpose by a singularly religious hand, afforded many 
readers an opportunity to whet their syllogistic appetitea.l9 
As might well be expected, New England was a partic-
ularly fruitful area for the advertisement and sale of 
l8 June 23, 1738. 
19 Similarly to affirm that medieval man was hyper-
religious in his attempts to determine how many angels 
could stand on the head of a pin, is to fail to realize 
that in such theological debates man could stimulate his 
appetite for logic and conversation. 
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religious literature, a large portion of which was written 
elsewhere and some of which realized extensive distribu-
tion. One anonymous tract entitled "A Modest Proof of the 
Order and Government settled by Christ and his Apostles in 
the Church," was a old by 11 ••• Benjamin Eliot in Boston, 
Daniel Aurault in Newport, Gabriel Bernon in Providence, 
Mr. Gallop in Bristol·, . .Mr. Jean in Stratford, and in most 
other Towns within the Colonies of Connecticut and Rhode 
Is land. 1120 
The sermons of Jonathan Dickinson, New England bred 
and Yale educated pastor of the Congregational Church at 
Elizabeth-Town, New Jersey were circulated throughout New 
England. Early in 1724 Dickinson, who then favored the 
Presbyterian organization for the Congregational churches, 
preached a sermon at the opening of the Synod at Philadel-
phia. This sermon, a plea for the Presbyterian cause, was 
sold in Boston, the heart of the Congregational belt, by 
Samuel Gerrish in Cornhill, attesting that New England had 
not forgotten her departed son.21 A few months later Daniel 
Henchman advertised Dickinson's ~Defence of Presbyterian 
Ordination," which confirmed the divine's earlier belief in 
a tighter church government.22 In the ensuing years 
20 The New En6land Courant, June 3, 1723. 
21 The Boston Gazette, February 24, 1724; The Boston 
News Letter, February 27, 1724. 
22 The Boston Gazette, May 4, 1724. 
Dickinson became even better known, largely through his 
important role as an evangelical itinerant during the 
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Great Awakening, and later through his presidency of the 
College of New Jersey. Despite the controversial nature 
of his position during the heated forties, he was accorded 
a glowing eulogy in the Boston prints when he died in 1747.23 
In 1731 book-seller Samuel Gerrish, a specialist of 
sorts, advertised a sermon recently preached by Samuel 
\Vhittelsey of Wallingford, Connecticut at the 1110ld or first 
gather'd Church in Boston. 24 Shortly the firm of Kneeland 
and Green in ~ueen Street, Boston announced the sale of 
Whittelsey's ~hort Discourse, shewing that all Unconverted 
Men do is Sin," and dedicated hopefully to the inhabitants 
of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, and Connecticut. 25 
The sermons of another son of New England, Ebenezer 
Pemberton then of New York, were published and sold by 
Daniel Henchman. 26 On at least one occasion Pemberton re-
turned to his native hearth, where he preached a number of 
times; the sermons were again taken up and printed.27 
23 The Boston Weekly Post Boy, October 19, 1747. 
24 The New England Weekly Journal, April 19, 1731. 
25 The Boston News Letter, ~ugust 12 , 1736. Apparent-
ly the chance of converting Rhode Is land me.n"'was held ex-
ceedingly slim. 
26 The Boston Evening Post, June 19, 1738. 
27 ~., September 7, 1741. 
The return of a wayward sheep to the fold was well 
worth the attention of the faithful, especially if the 
sheep had recently been a Quaker and had since remanded 
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his Calvinistic ways. In 1725 both Benjamin Eliot and 
John Phillips gave notice • .of the redemption of Peter Pratt; 
The Prey taken from the Strong, Or an Historical 
Account of the Recovery of One from the Dangerous 
Errors of Quakerism. By Peter Pratt, the Subject 
of that Mercy. To which the Author has Added, An 
account of the Principal Articles of the Quakers 
Faith and especially the New London Quakers, the 
Disciples of John Rogers. As also, A Brief Answer 
to John Rogers' Boasting of his Sufferings for his 
Conscience, etc. with a Word of Advice to all who 
Adhere to those Doctrines. Sold by Benjamin Eliot 
and John Phillips, at their shops in Boston.28 
The "'unorthodox" ways of Quakerism aroused a mild 
controversy in Boston during the 1730's. One tract, de-
claring Quakerism to be uA Judicial Infatuation," was 
penned by James Wetmore, Rector of· Christ's Church in Rye, 
New York, and sold by Phillips and Eliot in Boston.29 On 
the other hand, some sympathetic Friends' tracts were sold 
in the Geneva of the West. Two open letters to Friends, as 
we 11 as ••A Vindication of the Q,uakers, or an Answer to the 
Bishop of L------'s Charge against them: With a full and 
perfect Ace ount of the Quakers and their Doc trines, 11 were 
circulated without interference.30 
28 The Boston News Letter, May 27, 1725. 
29 The Boston Gazette, August 30, 1731. 
30
' The Boston Weekly News Letter, August 30, 1733. 
Advertisement of T. Cox. 
In 1729 there appeared an 11 impartial 11 account of a 
debate between Baptists and Calvinists held at Lyme, 
Connecticut, together with a summary of the "Rise of the 
Antipedo Baptist Perswasion," written by John Bulkley and 
printed by Timothy Green, both of New London.3l 
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A rather unsympathetic statement of religious intol-
erance in South Carollna was extracted from private letters 
and r e printed in Boston in 1724 and 1725. It occurred that 
some 11 Sabbatharians 11 of French extraction, who had resisted 
arrest for alleged religious misdemeanors, had been seized, 
brought to trial, and sentenced to be hanged. No note of 
sympathy softened the account as it appeared in the News 
Letter; apparently there were decided limits to toleration.32 
If the weaker sects had a difficult time of it in 
eighteenth century New England, the path of the iconoclast 
was well-nigh impossible. In 1729 James Franklin, by then 
enjoying life in the free atmosphere of Newport, Rhode 
Island, supposedly advertised for sale the recent product of 
his press, a book entitled "Faults on all Sides. The Case d 
Religion Consider 1 d. Wherein are clearly Represented the 
Errors, Maxims, and Corruptions of Men and Sects in this 
Age.n33 As a deistic thesis the volume was obviously 
' 31 The Weekly News Letter, July 17, 1729. Advertise-
ment of Daniel Henchman and Thomas Hancock. 
32 October 29, 1724; January 7, 1725. 
33 The New England Weekly Journal, June 9, 1729. 
premature, for Franklin, the business man, issued an ex-
planation shortly in the Boston press in the face of 
gathering theological opposition from all quarters. 
Whereas an Advertisement was inserted in the Wee kly 
Journal of the 9th Instant, of a Book lately Publ i sh'd, 
Entituled, "Faults on all sides, etc." and James 
Franklin only mention 1d as the Seller of the said Book. 
These are therefore to give Notice, That the said 
Franklin never saw the Advertisement before it was 
Publish 1d, nor gave any Orders concerning it; and that 
he was no otherways Concern'd than as a Printer, and 
as a Seller of the said Book together with Mr. Edward 
Nearegreas, whose Name is also in the Title Page, and 
w~ employ 1d the said Franklin, and Paid all the 
Charge of the Impreasion.34 
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Clearly Franklin's name and reputation had been traded upon, 
creating an attitude which he felt he could ill-afford. 
South of New England tracts and printed sermons were 
leas frequently circulated, if one may judge by the adver-
tia ing colunn.s of the public prints. The importance of the 
Anglican Church in New York was reflected by such an item 
as that which appeared in the New York Weekly Journal of 
October 9, 1738, consisting of an account of the annivers-
ary convention of the Episcopalian ministers of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and New Hampshire. 
A few artie lea were advertised in the Phila'delphia 
prints. Eleazer Phillips, the peripatetic bookseller of 
America, marketed some New England sermons through Rice 
Peters in Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 35 some years later 
34 The New England Weekly Journal, June 16, 1729. 
35 The American Weekly Mercury, September 9, 1725. 
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the business link between Benjamin Franklin and the Timothys 
was reflected in the reprinting in the South Carolina 
Gazette of a defense of the controversial Samuel Hemphill, 
who had previously gained Franklin's support during his 
stay in Pennsylvania.36 In general the southern colonies 
were less concerned with intercolonial religious matters 
than were those of New England, at least before the advent 
of George Whitefield on the American scene, for consider-
ably fewer tracts and sermons were advertised and circu-
lated through the public prints of that section. 
The Great Awakening interrupted a period of relative 
calm, as a might,yreligious upheaval shook the continent. 
As early as 1735 Jonathan Edwards of Northampton, Massa-
chusetts had denounced the Half-Way Covenant and had stressed 
the need for personal conversion. There had also appeared 
at that time Samuel Hemphill, the first of the evangelical 
itinerants, whose religious appeal had been largely emo-
tional. The particular emphasis of each of these men soon 
became fused in the person of George Whitefield, whose 
arrival in America marked the beginning of a great revival, 
which soon obliterated local and sectional religious barr-
iers everywhere. 37 Within two weeks after Whitefield had 
36 The South Carolina Gazette, January 3, 1736. 
37 There is insufficient evidence in the public prints 
to support Wesley Marsh Gewehr's statement that enthusiasm 
had reached a high point even before Whitefield's arrival in 
November 1739. The Great Awakenin in Vir inia 1740·1790, 
(Durham, North Carolina: Duke University Press, 1930 , 
pp. 5-6. 
222 
landed at Lewes on the Delaware River on October 30, 1739, 
Franklin advertised for subscribers to the divine's journal: 
The Reverend Mr. "Whitefield having given me 
Copies of his Journals and Sermons, with Leave to 
Print the same, I propose to publish them with all 
Expedition, if I find sufficient Encouragement •••• 38 
After preaching a number of times at Philadelphia, 
once before six thousand people, vVhitefield set out for 
New York and points north. During his itinerancy northward 
his singular activities were regularly chronicled in the 
northern centers, setting the stage for his dramatic 
appearance in those parts.39 Shortly, Charles Harrison, 
"over against the 1Braizen Head' in Cornhill, 11 Boston, ad-
vertised the sale of a long and laudatory poem on vVhite-
field's ultimate design for Georgia.40 
The youthful evangelical's brief sojourn in New York 
occasioned the first of a number of controversies which 
marked his American years. On November 17, 1739 the New 
York Gazette carried a letter from one Jonathan Arnold, 
"Itinerant Missionary," who berated Whitefield as a roan 
who was unorthodox in his theology. The following week a 
defense appeared, permed by the well known Reverend William 
38 The Pennsylvania Gazette, November 15, 1739. 
39 The New York Gazette, November 26, 1739. The New 
England ~Weel{ly Journal, November 27, 1739; The Bas ton 
Gazette, December 3, 1739. 
40 The Boston Gazette, December 3, 1739; The Boston 
Evening Post, December 3, 1739. 
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Smith, which asserted that during an evening spent to-
gather by the three preachers, the said Arnold had broken 
all the rules of hospitality with his malicious and vin-
dictive tongue-wagging. Obviously, moderate conversation 
had been displaced by heated argument. The Boston papers, 
then awaiting ~fuitefield's appearance on the New England 
stage, reprinted the letters, together with a thumbnail 
biography of the controversial itinerant.41 
After a brief but pyrotechnical stay in New England, 
Whitefield began the long overland trip to Georgia, his ul-
timate American objective. Since he preached continuously 
to enormous audiences, 1 t was not long be~.'ore all of the 
prints from Boston to Charles Town were carefully chron-
icling his activities.42 
In November, 1739 a New York admirer, "Juventus," 
still obviously under the spell of the evangelist's golden 
oratory, submitted a long poem to Zenger's Journal which 
eulogized Whitefield's work and character. This substan-
tial tribute was reprinted in Boston the following month, 
and later in Williamsburg, no doubt in anticipation of the 
arrival of ~fuitefield's entourage.43 
41 The Boston Weekly Post Boy, December 3, 1739; 
The New England Weekly Journal, December 4, 1739. 
42 For the astounding numbers of people reached by 
~~itefield during his several trips through America, see 
William Warren Sweet, Religion in Colonial America,(New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1947), Chapter IX. 
43 The New England Weekly Journal, December 11, 1739; 
The Virginia Gazette, January 18, 1740. 
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Even before the itinerant's passage through Charles 
Town, the religious forces in the Province of South Carolina 
had been split upon the rock of orthodoxy. Through the 
pages of the South Carolina Gazette "Arminius 11 denounced 
George Whitefield, only to be attacked in turn by Josiah 
Smith.44 The warmth of the succeeding controversy between 
the Reverend Alexander Garden, Anglican Commissary in Charles 
Town, and the defenders of ~Vhitefieldism radiated even into 
New England. And the struggle over the question of White-
field's "irregularities" was both mirrored and fomented by 
the intercolonial press. In an effort to make a stand on 
issue of orthodoxy, the Reverend Garden wrote six open let-
ters to his better known opponent. These were printed in 
several editions in New England, already one of the strong-
holds of opposition to the "New Lights."45 However defend-
ers of Whitefield were given considerable space to state 
their cause in the northern prints. The New England Weekly 
Journal shortly published a letter from "J. s." (Josiah 
Smith) of Charles Town defending Vf.hitefield as a restorer 
of long dormant spiritual forces.46 And the New York Gazette 
reprinted a portion of a letter from Charles Town uTo the 
44 The South Carolina Gazette, January 26, 1740. 
45 Advertisement of second edition in The Boston 
Evening Post, October 13, 1740. 
46 The New England Weekly Journal, March 18, 1740; 
February 24, 1741. 
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Reverend ---- in Boston.," staunchly defending Whitefield's 
career of itinerancy.47 In Charles Town controversy waxed 
furious, for Josiah Smith delivered a sermon extolling "the 
Character and Preaching of the Reverend Mr. George White-
field." So effective was the sermon that it was printed in 
Boston with an introduction by the Reverends Cooper and 
Colman of that city.48 Apparently Josiah Smith's support 
aroused some measure of encouragement from northern New 
Lights, for the South Carolina Gazette printed eight eulo-
gistic letters written by New England men early in 1741.49 
Nor did the northern colonies forget V'lhi tefield as he trav-
ersed his colorful way southward . Since his visit had been 
the spark which had ignited a long smoldering t heological 
fire in Boston, the northern papers carefully traced his 
activities elsewhere. 
Vfhitefield 1 s rare personality militated against the 
possibility that he might withdraw from the public eye. 
With the self-righteousness of any important evangelist 
Whitefield never sought to avoid an issue. Upon reaching 
Savannah, after having preached his way through the slave 
provinces of Maryland., Virginia., and the Carolinas, he 
47 The New York Gazette., April 14, 1740. 
48 The Boston Evening Post, June 23., 1740; The New 
England Weekly Journal, June 24, 1740. 
49 The south Carolina Gazette, January 22, 1741. 
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wrote an open letter to the press in which he plead for 
more humanity in slave keeping. This explosive topic, a 
sore-point with plantation owners who resented any inter-
ference, was given circulation as far north as Boston. 50 
Once Wnitefield had arrived in Georgia he began al-
most immediately to carry out his plans for the erection 
of an orphan house at Frederica. Shortly the northern 
papers announced that work had begun on the structure.51 
In need of funds to further operations at '•Bethesda.," 
vVhitefield, clearly conscious of his immense oratorical 
powers, undertook his second itinerancy through continental 
America. Back in Philadelphia in April, 1740, vVhitefield 
soon realized contributions amounting to some one hundred 
and fifty pounds sterling, the resul t s of "several ser-
mons.n52 Later the New England Weekly Journal published 
a letter from Whitefield to a "friend in Boston," relating 
how the orphan house functioned, the duties of the children, 
and the dire need for funds to continue the work.53 By 
fall, after a whirlwind New England campaign, the News Letter 
50 The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 17, 1740. The New 
England Weekly Journal, April 29, 1740. 
51 The New York Gazette, February 12, 1740; The New 
England Weekly Journal, April 22, 1740. 
52 The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 24, 1740. This 
news was relayed to Boston and thereby helped to prepare 
New Englanders for Whitefield's coming. The New England 
Weekly Journal, May 6, 1740. 
53 September 23, 1740. 
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announced that on the occasion of the preacher's farewell 
sermon, over twenty-three thousand people had attended and 
some twenty-eight hundred and seventy eight pounds had 
been collected during the tour. A further appeal was 
added: 
Those who are yet disposed to send their Money 
or Provisions, are desired to send to Capt. Grant 
Master of the Savannah Sloop lying at the Govern-
our's ~Vharfe. God willing, he sails the beginning 
of next week. He also takes in Goods on Freight 
to Philadelphia for the Benefit of' the Orphans.54 
Vlhitefield's gift of communication was not allowed 
to tarnish. Enroute back to Georgia in the late fall, he 
renewed his efforts at Philadelphia to raise funds for his 
philanthropic venture. 
On Sunday next, Morning and Evening, after Sermon, 
Collections are to be made for the Orphans at Georgia: 
And, in the meanwhile, those who will contribute Pro-
visions or other Things, may bring the same to the 
House of Mr. Stephen Benezet, Merchant in Front Street.55 
The passing and repassing of ~!hitefield through 
Charles Town had aroused renewed bitterness, virtually all 
of which was given tongue through Timothy's Gazette. 56 
Despite the opposition of "Arminius" and Alexander Garden, 
54 The Boston Weekly News Letter, October 16, 1740. 
55 The Pennsylvania Gazette, November 13, 1740; 
The Boston Weekly News Letter, November 27, 1740. 
56 See letters of "Arminius," Watts, Josiah Smith, 
and "Philalethes 11 in some nineteen isues of The South 
Carolina Gazette, beginning on January 26, 1740 and ending 
on October 5, 1740. 
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a sum of money was raised in South Carolina for the 11 cause. 11 
However when a disastrous fire ravaged the commercial he a rt 
of Charles Town the following year, some of Whitefield's 
detractors demanded that he return the "contributions" to 
stricken Carolinians.57 
An attempt to disparage the work at the "House of 
Mercy" occurred in 1743 when a Captain James Hutchinson, 
commander of a vessel then in Boston, formally declared that 
the orphan house was a virtually abandoned wreck, and sug-
gested that Whitefield had pocketed a substantial amount of 
money.58 Shortly there appeared in the northern prints an 
anonymous answer to Hutchinson's charges. Addressed to 
Thomas Fleet of the Evening Post, it ttproved 11 the skipper a 
liar on several counts, going so far as to intimate that 
Hutchinson had not even gone near the asylum.59 
Such opposition, justified or not, did little to 
discourage Whitefield's course of action. Simultaneously 
with the development of "Bethesda, 11 he proposed the building 
of a negro school in Pennsylvania, the cost of which might 
be raised throughout the continent. The Pennsylvania Ga-
zette subsequently announced the beginning of the new 
project: 
57 Letter of 11Phi1anthropos" in The South Carolina 
Gazette of June 25, 1741. 
58 The .:Boston Weekly News Letter, May 23, 1743; 
The New York \leek1y Post Boy, May 30, 1743. 
59 The Boston Weekly News Letter, May 26, 1743; 
The New York Weekly Post Boy, June 13, 1743. 
The Reverend Mr . Whitefield have LSi£7 taken up 
5000 Acres of Land on the F'orks of the Delaware, in 
the Province of Pennsylvania, in order to erect a 
Negro School there, and to settle a Town thereon 
with his Friends; All Persons who please to con-
tr~bute to the said School, may pay their Contr~ ­
butions to Mr. Benezet, Merchant, in Philadelphi a, 
Mr. Noble at New-York, Mr. Gilbert Tennent, in 
New-Brunswick, New-Jersey, or to the Printer of this 
Paper.60 . 
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Wherever Vfhitefield preached he acted as the instru -
ment of revivalism. And the press, in faithfully chron-
icling his far-flung activities, heaped fuel upon a fire 
which quickly transcended all local barriers. Yet he also 
acted as the not wholly unconscious agent of a rift within 
each of the larger churches. Throughout the continent, 
churches were split on the rock of "orthodoxy," conserve.-
tives everywhere disclaiming against \Vhitefield as a 
creature of enthusiasm and excess. Two of the colonies 
where the struggle reached its bitterest pitch were South 
Carolina and Massachusetts. In large part as a result of 
continuous newspaper interest, two diametrically opposite 
currents, one sympathetic to Whitefieldism, the other 
hostile, were set in motion. 6l Supplied with ammunition 
by Alexander Garden, long the chief southern antagonist of 
60 November 27, 1740. Some proceeds were realized 
from the printing . of special issues of Whitefield's Journal. 
See The Boston Weekly News Letter, December 18, 1740. 
61 Of particular significance is the fact that both 
the proponents, on the one hand, and the opponents, on the 
·other, included people of widely varying beliefs, who 
under ordinary circumstances were themselves hopelessly 
split on the shoals of theology. 
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New Lights, Thomas Fle e-:t, himself a rather secular-minded 
Bostonian, launched an attack upon the evangelist late in 
1744. In the opening round Fleet ; listed the condi tiona, 
all impossibly severe, under which George Whitefield should 
again be given access to the pulpits of New England. 62 In 
response the Boston Gazette came to Whitefield's defense by 
publishing the names of no less than one hundred and thirty-
eight preachers of New England, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, 
all of whom attested to the beneficial results of the re-
63 
vival. In reply, Fleet printed a page-long letter signed 
by 11Ant1-Enthusiasticus" in which Whitefield was roundlt. 
condemned for bringing out the worst features of the char-
acter of the American people. 64 The Gazette countered by 
demanding proof of the "enemies" as regard the disparaging 
charges leveled against Whitefield.65 At that point Fleet 
brought his heaviest weapon, satire, to bear upon the tar-
get. He published two letters, alleged to have been written 
by one "Deborah Shearman," which w.i th little logic and much 
enthusiasm purported to support the cause of the great 
62 The Boston Evening Post, November 19, 1745; 
The South Carolina Gazette, February :4 ), 1745. 
63 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, January 8, 
1745; The South Carolina Gazette, February 11, 1745. 
64 The Boston Evening Post, January 14, 1745; 
The South Carolina Gazette, February 18, 1745. 
65 The Boston Gazette, November 22, 1744; The South 
Carolina Gazette, March 11, 1745. . 
evangelist.66 Moreover with the Gazette apparently on 
the run, Fleet printed a letter, addressed to him by 
Alexander Garden, which blasted Whitefield and one of his 
abler Boston defenders, Thomas Foxcroft.67 
George vVhitefield's brand of self-righteousness 
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seemed to arouse one controversy after another. During one 
of his New England tours he announced his disapproval of 
the reactionary religious tendencies which ••prevailed" at 
both Yale and Harvard. As a result he made more enemies 
among the conservative elements of New England Calvinism. 
There was even published in 1745 a defense of the position 
of the college at New Haven: 
A Declaration of the Rector and Tutors of Yale-
College in New Haven, against the Reverend Mr. 
George Vfhitefield~ his Principles and Designs. In 
a letter to him.6~ 
Some years later Edward Wigglesworth of Harvard issued a 
reply, in pamphlet form, to the preacher 1 s censure .of the 
Massachusetts institution.69 
66 The Boston Evening Post, January 9, 1745; 
The South Carolina Gazette, March 18, 1745. 
67 The Boston Evening Post, April 15, 1745; March 25, 
1745; The South Carolina Gazette, January 6, 1746. Since the 
South Carolina Gazette was the only organ of opinion in 
South Carolina it printed articles on both sides of the issue, 
while in Boston, where there was journalistic competition, 
t he prints, at least some of them, tended to take sides. Late 
in 1745 The Virginia Gazette aired the controversy by publish-
ing a series of letters, both pro and con, on the New Light 
issue, October 31, 1745. 
68 Advert i sement in the Boston Evening Post, March 11, 
1745. 
69 Ibid., October 28, 1754. Apparently Fleet was 
happy to handle any literature which might tend to dis credit 
V{hitefield, for he advertised the sale of the tract in his 
name. 
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In the course of Whitefield's peregrinations a 
n~mber of American ministers were inspired to take up 
careers of evangelism. One of the most important of these 
was Gilbert Tennent, product of the 'tog College" of Penn-
sylvania, who stirred up a more furious tempest in New 
England in 1740~1741 than had his famous tutor. After 
preaching in a number of pulpits Tennent took his depart-
ure from the New England scene, leaving behind him a con-
troversy which raged intermittently for a number of years. 
' · Upon the occasion of his departure in February of 1741 
Tennent was heralded with a pseudo-laudatory poem, signed 
by a "Mrs. s. M.," 
Let Angel Band dear Tennent's Guards appear, 
And strike his Foes with Blindness or with Fear. 
0 new bless 1d Champion, let they Courage raise, 
Thou 1 rt safe in Christ, tho' many Hells should blaze.70 
Interest in Tennent in New England did not flag with h.:.s 
return to New Jersey.71 Shortly he began to regret the 
storm he l~d helped to arouse, for he wrote Benjamin 
Franklin that he disapproved of the method of the enthus-
iasts in casting out unconverted pastors.72 Apparently his 
turn-about was too belated to satisfy some of the "Old 
Lights," for David Evans, Minister at Piles Grove, 
70 The New England Weekly Journal, March 17, 1741. 
71 Ibid., March 24, 174li Letter in defense of 
Tennent. ~Boston Even}ng Post, December 7, 1741, aaver-
tisement of Tennent tract entitled "The Espousals." 
72 The Pennsylvania Gazette, September 2, 1742; 
The Boston Evening Post, September 27, 1742. 
Pennsylvania, issued a sharp blast at Tennent as one of 
the originators of the great controversy. 73 In November 
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11 Phila.nthrop os, 11 whose letter appeared in the Penns ylvania 
Gazette and subsequently in the Boston Evening Post, joined 
Evans in the intimation that Tennent's repentance was a sly 
trick to disass ociate himself from a storm which was 
l argely of his own making.74 
The following years a battle of tracts took place, 
advertised chiefly through the advertising columna of the 
Pennsylvania Gazette. First F ranklin printed a nd sold a 
pamphlet enti t led, "The Exa miner, or Gilbert Against Tennent 
and his Adherents" by 11 Phila.lethes."75 Late r William Brad-
ford published an answe r to the attack. 
The Examiner Examined, or Gilbert Tennent, Har-
monious. In Answer to a Pamphlet, entitled, The 
Exa miner, or Gilbert against Tennent. Being a Vin-
dication of the Reverend Mr. Gilbert Tennent and 
his Associates, together with six Reverend Ministers 
of Boston, from the unjust Reflections cast upon 
them by the Author of that Anonymous Pa mphlet •••• 76 
In 1 746 Gilbert Tennent penned an open letter to his New 
England detractors " ••• in answer to the Importunates of a 
Friend •••• " 
73 The Penns y lvania Gazette, September 16, 1742; 
The Boston Evening Postt October 11, 1742; The South Caro -
lina Gazette, March 14 and 21, 1743. 
74 The Boston Evening Post, November 8, 1742. Copied 
from an unda ted issue of The Pennsylvania Gazette. 
75 The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 12, 1743. 
76 1£1£., April 5, 1744. 
I forgive the ungenerous Method that some Gentle-
men your Way have taken to blacken my Character, by 
printing the aforesaid Calamnies some Years after I 
was among you, who spoke not a Word about such Things 
to me while I was there, nor let me know any thing 
about them 1 till I saw them from the Press •••• 77 
There can be little doubt that in part as a result 
of the struggle over "enth usiasm" Tennent became a min-
ister known prominently throughout the American colonies. 
A similar controversy arose over the personage of 
James Davenport, graduate at Yale and scion of the New 
Haven Davenports, then pastor at Southold, Long Island, 
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who during an itinerancy through Connecticut issued a con-
damnation of the unconverted ministers of that colony. In 
reply, one "Agamemnon" of Boston compared Davenport's 
brand of religious enthusiasm with " ••• Bedlam, a proper 
portion for him •••• tt78 A few months later when the 
Associated Ministers of Boston and Charlestown declared 
formally against James Davenport, the news was echoed as 
far south as South Carolina.79 
Yet another of the evangelical itinerants was 
Jona t h an Dickinson of E lizabeth Town, new Jersey, a former 
resident of New England, whose sermons came to be f'requent-
ly printed and sold in Massachusetts. Some of the better 
77 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, February 
18, 1746. 
78 The Boston Weekly Post Boy, October 12, 1741; 
Also, September 28, 1741; October 5, 1741; April 26, 1742. 
79 The New York Weekly Journal, July 19, 1742; 
The Pennsylvania Gazette, August 12, 1742; The South Caro-
lina Gazette, December 13, 1742. 
known of Dickinson's sermons were collected and published 
in Boston in 1740: 
Prepared for the Press, by the Reverend Mr. 
Jonathan Dickinson, several Discourses on these 
Five Points in Divinity, Viz. The Decree of Election, 
Original Sin, Justification by Faith, Free Grace i n 
Conversion, and the Saints Perserverance •••• so 
Among the New England clergymen who contributed to 
the gene ral revival of religion, Jonathan Edwards was 
easily the most important, mainly because he dignified the 
movement with an intellectual raison d 1 etre. Although he 
never undertook a genuine itinerancy, Edwards' theology 
was circulated throughout the middle colonies by means of 
his printed sermons.81 
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The interchange of sermons and tracts was much facil-
itated by the medium of newspaper advertising. Despite the 
acrimoniousness of the debates which tended to divide par-
ticular groups, religion as a whole burst once and for all 
its narrow insularity. Whatever their failings the "enthus-
iasts" bridged the continent and infused new ideas into 
80 The Boston Gazette, February 25, 1740. Also July 
14, 1740, Advertisement of "The Witness of the Spirit." 
The Boston Evening Post, June 13, 1743, "The Nature and 
Necessity of Regeneration"; June 11, 1744, "Familiar Letters 
of J. Dickinson." The Boston Weekly Post Boy, June 1, 1747, 
"Eternal Life God's Free Gift." 
81 The New York Weekly Post Boy, March 21, 1743, 
"Sermon on the Present Time"; August 11, 1743, "Discourses 
on Various Subjects." The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 29, 
1742, "The Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of 
God." Perry Miller's explanation of Edwards ' role is that 
" ••• Jonathan Edwards had already put a match to the fuse, 
and Whitefield blew it into flame •••• " See Jonathan Ed-
wards. The American Men of Letters Series (New York: 
William Sloane Associates, 1949), p. 134. 
religious organizations which for too long had been 
smugly self-satisfied entities, shivering in their own 
cold light. The paradox lies in the fact that while pro-
vincial barriers crumbled, the onslaught of revivalism 
divided and sub-divided churches and sects. Nevertheless 
the commm1ication of religious ideas, even within a more 
236 
fragmentary Christian Church, was considerably facilitated 
by the publicity given the revivalists everywhere. 
CHURCH LOTTERIES 
Another agency which militated against the perman-
ence of insularity in the realm of religious affairs was 
the church lottery. Lotteries for the erection of churches, 
in whole or in part, were advertised intercolonially when-
ever sufficient funds were lacking at home. In April of 
1748 the Pennsylvania Gazette announced the opE}ning of a 
lottery to build a church steeple at Burlington, New Jer-
sey, tickets for which could be obtained in New Jersey, 
New York, or Pennsylvania.82 A few months later another 
was raised for the completion of a church and parsonage 
house at New Brunswick, also in New Jersey.83 
Other lotteries were devised for similar causes. 
Early in 1749 the Pennsylvania Gazette issued a notice 
82 April 21, 1748. 
83 June 30, 1748. 
- - - - ----------------- -------
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for yet another "scheme": 
The Amwel in New-Jersey Lottery, for raising 
630 Pounds for the finishing of the Presbyte rian 
meeting-house, and buying a parsonage ••• , The 
prizes to be printed in t he Pennsylvania Journal 
and New-York Gazette ••• Tickets for said Lottery 
to be sold by William Bradford.84 
And a few weeks late~ a lottery was raised for repairing 
the meeting house at Perth Amboy, for which tickets were 
sold in New York by James Parker and Obadiah Ayres. 85 
Again in 1751 Franklin gave notice of a lottery for com-
pleting the church at Trenton, sti ll another New Jersey 
church which profited by the method of raising money. 
Ticket sellers included James Parke r in New York, and 
David Martin, Andrew Read , William Coxe, William Franklin, 
and David Hall in Philadelphia.86 
In 1753 a lottery was a evised to raise funds towards 
the purchase of a " ••• Ring of Bells, and a good Clock ••• , 11 
for the New Presbyterian Church in Ann Street, Philadel-
phia . Apparently considerable New England support was 
anticipated, for the notice appeared in three Boston papers, 
advising readers that Richard Cary, Nathaniel Holmes, Moses 
.Peck, Samuel Kneeland, and John Franklin would sell tick-
ets. 
84 The Pennsylvania Gazette, January 10, 1749. 
85 The New York Evening Post, April 24, 1749. 
86 The Boston ;ieekly News Letter, March 22, 1753; 
The Boston Gazette or Weekly Advertiser, March 27, 1753; 
The Boston Evening Post, April 9, 1753. 
PHILANTHROPY 
A corollary of the Eighteenth Century religious 
revival was organized philanthropy. Aid to a neighbor-
ing or distant colony in time of need was a charity 
which few people living in the seventeenth century could 
have afforded to indulge in. But as urban society grew 
increasingly more opulent, it became easier to engage in 
philanthropic ventures whenever the occasions arose. One 
such opportunity presented itself late in 1740, when the 
heart of Charles Town was ravaged by fire, damages of 
which were estimated at over two hundred thousand pounds 
sterling in merchandise alone. 87 Apparently sympathy for 
the sufferers was widespread, for in Boston Governor Bel-
cher issued an appeal for aid: 
I do ••• issue this Brief, for exciting the Pity 
and Commiseration of all charitable well-dis posed 
Persons within this Province toward their said 
Ch ristian-Brethren and Fellow-Subjects ••• hoping ••• 
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we shall be put on Bowels of' Mercy, and chearfully 
deny our selves to contribute freely for t heir 
Relief; which we trust will be a Sacrifice highly 
acceptable to God, and will doubtless be remembered 
by our Neighbours to our own Advantage if it should 
please God to bring t he like, Calamity upon us •••• 
And the Ministers of the several Towns and Parishes, 
within this Province, are desired as soon as this 
comes to their Hand to read and publish it in their 
respective Congregations; and to stir up their People 
to chearful and liberal Contribution to this good. ~lork ••• ~ 
87 The South Carolina Gazette, November 20, 1740; 
The New England Weekly Journa l, January 2?, 1741. 
88 The Boston Vleekly News Letter, May 7, 1741. 
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In Charles Town Peter Timothy announced the receipt 
of aid from another quarter: 
We hear that the Quakers at Philadelphia, have 
among themselves, collected upward of 300.:e s Proc-
lamation Money, for the Relief of the Sufferers by 
the late F' ire in this Town, the Value whereof they 
have sent by Captain Cuzack.89 
Relief came also in the form of a twenty thousand 
pound grant made by the British Parliament. Such a sum 
was far in excess of the contributions which the other 
colonies could hope or afford to make. Yet the very fact 
that voluntary grants we re made at all bespoke a growing 
feeling of mutual sympathy, largely unknown in an earlier 
era. And the public prints served as the medium by which 
contributions were sought and acknowledged. 
In 1751, engineered in large part by the omnipresent 
Franklin, a subscription was set up in P~iladelphia for the 
erection of a hospital in Pennsylvania. An Announcement 
soon appeared in the New York Evening Post, by which, it 
was clearly anticipated the number of cont r ibut :o:vs would 
be appreciably enlarged.90 Certainly the exchange of the 
news of a catastrophe or or a plan to alleviate suffering 
in a d i stant place helped to encourage a feeling of sym-
pathy for people facing similar defeats and hazards else-
where. 
89 The South Carolina Gazette, May 14, 1741. 
90 The New York Evening Post, July 1, 1751. 
Throughout the period the public prints aided in 
the dissemination of religious ideas in a way which cut 
a cross local barriers and is3ues. Although the Great 
Reviva l would no doubt have occurred had there been n o 
intercolonial press, the several newspapers indisputably 
fanned the flame which bathed the continent in a g low of 
religious fervor. 
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CHAPTER X 
MILITARY COOPERATION AND THE NEWSPAPERS 
Military cooperation among the several colonies 
was a phenomenon difficult to achieve and more difficult 
to sustain. Geographical barriers, diversities in govern-
mental structure, apathy and ineptitude on the part of 
British officials were factors which militated against the 
success of cooperative efforts. When a degree of cooper-
ation was attempted, and on all too rare occasions achieve~ 
news was widely circulated by means of the public prints. 
There were a few far-sighted colonial administrators who 
spoke out for sectional and even general cooperation. By 
and large their addresses were chronicled in the public 
papers. On occasion there were circulated letters, anon-
ymous and otherwise, which urged military aid for a neigh-
boring province. In at least one instance a rather heated 
exchange between two distant prints took place on the 
matter of cooperat i on. During wartime, notices were given 
through the advertising columns that regiments were being 
raised for service in distant parts. Similarly, crew mem-
bers were solicited for privateering expeditions against 
the French and Spanish. 
Beginning in the early issues of his News Letter 
John Campbell had published news of the activities of the 
French and Indians along the borders of New York and New 
England. News of the consummation of a treaty between the 
Five Indian Nations of New York and commissioners for the 
Massachusetts government was included in the issue of 
November 6, 1704. A common desire on the part of New York 
and New England to maintain friendship with the Iroquois 
League during wartime was manifested in the pioneer paper 
of America. For obvious reasons interest in the relations 
between the New York government and the northern Indians 
received considerable and prominent space in Campbell's 
paper. During 1706, for example, a year of raids and 
threats of raids from Canada, Governor Cornbury of New York 
made several dramatic appeals for the erection of adequate 
defenses in upper New York. Two of these appeals were re-
printed in their entirety in the News Letter, thereby giv-
ing New Englanders a broader appreciation of the problem 
faced along the northern frontier.l 
In the south, the frontier province of South Car o-
lina, lying exposed and open to the depredations of un-
friendly Indians, was in a situation similar to that of 
New York and New England. Whether dictated by common 
experience or not, the News Letter extended its coverage 
of ~ueen Anne's War in America to an occasional news item 
on the military situation on the southern border. The 
1 June 10, 1706; October 28, 1706. 
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issue of October 14, 1706 contained a three column review 
of the military situation in south Carolina. Two weeks 
later New England readers were informed " ••• that the 
Government of South Carolina had sent all the French and 
Spanish Prisoners whom they had taken in the Invasion, to 
Virginia, in order to be transported to England •••• " 
Further information concerning the intermittent conflict 
between South Carolina and the Spanish Indians was accorded 
Campbell's readers during the balance of the war.2 Also 
transmitted by way of Charles Town, the key port of the 
south, was news of enemy activities in the West Indies. 3 
Apparently Co~~ander-in-Chief Francis Nicholson's 
bloodless conquest of Port Royal, Nova Scotia, aroused 
considerable attention and pride, for the official journal 
of the expedition was printed and sold by Campbell in 
November of 1710, a few weeks after the fall of the old 
French fortress.4 The participation of some fifteen hundred 
colonial troops undoubtedly paved the way for the first 
attempt at large-scale military cooperation among the sev-
eral northern colonies the following year. The News Letter 
reported to its readers that: . 
Her Majesty by Her Royal Commands having ordered 
the Honourable Lietenant-General Nicholson with the 
several Governours of the Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-
2 The Boston News Letter, May 11, 1713. 
3 1£1£., May 24, 1708. 
4 Ibid., November 6, 1710. 
Island, New-Hampshire, Connecticut, New-York, and 
Jerseys to meet and consult about the present in-
tended Expedition, a Congress was accordingly held 
at New-London in Connecticut Colony, on Thursday 
the 20th of June, where in three Days time they 
unanimously agreed on the necessary o~ders and 
Resolves of the Measure to be t~ken for putting 
forward the said Expedition •.•• 
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Between official wars the News Letter served to pub-
licize common defensive activities among the provinces to 
the southward. In 1719 Governor William Keith or Pennsyl-
vania reissued a proclamation of Virginia's Governor 
Spotswood, listing the rewards given for the apprehension 
or killing of pirates. The common and recurrent threat or 
piracy to any coastal province undoubtedly prompted the 
inclusion of the intelligence in the Boston paper. 6 
With the establishment of the French Indian Company 
in Louisiana the following year, a new threat of a general 
nature arose. In Europe a peace commission met to attempt 
to iron out American boundary disputes. John Campbell 
evidently considered the overseas intellig ence worthy of 
general dissemination, in part because 11 ••• the Louisiana 
lies along from the 29th to the 47th Degree of Northern 
Latitude, on the back of our Plantat1ons .•• Carol1na, Vir-
ginia, Mary-Land, Pensilvania, and New-England. 11 7 
Meanwhile Virginia sought to maintain peace with the 
5 The Boa ton News Lett!Jr4 July 2, 1711. 
6 Ibid., February 16, 1719. 
7 Ibid., May 19, 1720. 
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usuall~ hostile Indians along her western frontier by 
negotiating a number of treaties. The apparent success 
of the treaties prompted William Keith to journey to 
Virginia to request Alexander Spotswood to extend the 
terms to Indians bordering upon the Pennsylvania govern-
ment. Keith clearly recognized that a more general approach 
8 
would be likelier to bear the fruit of success. 
Although the period between formal wars was a long 
one, the conclusion of a peace treaty in Europe must have 
meant very little change for people living along the fron-
tier. French, Spanish, and Indian encroachments were rarely 
confined to periods of formal declarations, and pressure was 
almost constant along the frontier of upper New York. In 
1~31 Rip Van Dam, then acting executive head of the province, 
sent intelligence to the Bay Colony concerning French occu-
pation on Crown Point, to which the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives answered: 
It would be proper for this Government, with others 
near it, to demand their speedy withdrawing, and in 
case of their refusal, to take further Methods to 
bring them to it, and lay this Affair, as soon as may 
be, with out proceedings thereon, before his Majesty •••• 9 
The common problem was becoming clearer to those who made 
policy in the colonies. And the newspapers were spreading 
8 The Boston News Letter, June 12, 1721. 
9 The Boston Weekly News Letter, January 6, 1732. 
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their views throughout the colonies. 
A few years later, after the Colony of Georgia had 
become the southern continental outpost, James Oglethorp 
solicited the aid of South Carolina in his running 
struggle against the Spanish and Indians. Thanks to a 
large extent to Governor Robert Johnson of South Carolina, 
who described Oglethorp as " ••• a hearty Friend to this 
Province, he looking upon the Interest of Carolina and 
Georgia as inseparable ••• ," the attention of the more 
powerful province to the north was focused southward. 10 
By 1739 the tempo of events in North America had 
quickened appreciably. A privateering operation, with the 
chance for a volunteer crew to share in the rich spoils of 
a captured Spanish galleon, often provided an inexpensive 
albeit important means of reducing the strength of the 
enemy. Since the operation of American privateers along 
the continental shelf aided immeasurably in counteractin g 
the threat from enemy vessels, news of sailin~was circu-
lated widely throughout the colonies. In the sunm1er of 
1739 readers in the middle and southern colonies were in-
formed " ••• that one Privateer is fitting out at New-York, 
three at Rhode-Island, and two or three at Boston.nll 
Shortly, as South Carolina and Georgia again chaffed 
10 Speech to Assembly, printed in The South Carolina 
Gazette, November 16, 1734. 
11 The Pennsylvania Gazette, August 30, 1739; 
The Virsinia Gazette, September 14, 1739. 
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under the Spanish irritation, Andrew Giraud of New York 
formally announced to fellow New Yorkers his intention to 
erect a company to serve against the Spanish in the south. 12 
Recruiting went on elsewhere, for Lieutenant-Colonel Heron 
of Georgia voyaged to Hampton, Virginia in an effort to 
raise a regiment for service in his native province. 
Evidently the southern war was of wide-spread interest, for 
the foregoing intelligence was printed in Boston.l3 On the 
island frontier of the West Indies the troop shortage was 
perhaps even more acute than it was on the mainland. In 
1745 Governor Trelawny of Jamaica appealed for recruits 
among the readers of the Pennsylvania Gazette: 
Volunteers that are inclined to serve His Majesty 
in the Regiment of Foot under my Command, and now on 
Duty in Jamaica, shall receive 4s. Sterling per Week, 
over and above the King's weekly Pay of 3s. 6d ••• ; 
they shall be intitled to Land and Provisions ••• for 
the better enabling of the Industrious to become 
Settlers •••• 14 · 
Troops were widely raised for northern service also. 
In order better to meet French thrusts along the exposed 
frontier, Jonathan Belcher, then Governor of Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire, issued the first general proclamation 
through the medium of the public press, wherein he declared 
his intention of raising a "Body of Troop" from among the 
continental colonies, each company of which was to be 
12 The New York Weekly Journal, May 26, 1740. 
13 The Boston Weekly News Letter, January 13, 1743. 
14 The Pennsylvania Gazette, March 5, 1745. 
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" ••• furnished with one Serjeant to be drawn out of the Old-
Soldiers .of the Independent Companies of New York •••• " An 
added inducement, besides those of pay and provisions, was 
the promise that if " ••• any of the Enemy's Lands or Settle-
ments shall fall into His Hands, the American Litalicize37 
Troops shall have a Share ther.e,of •••• 11 15 A few months 
later, a complaint, apparently of a general nature, was 
registered in the New England Weekly Journal; clearly Amer-
lean fighting men resented the fact that only thirty blank 
commissions had been designated for colonial officer's .16 
Newspaper response to the outbreak of King George's 
War i.n America was considerably heightened over that which 
marked any previous conflict, due in part to the fact ttillt 
the press extended through all the continental colonies for 
the first time.l7 The general eighteenth century habit of 
reprinting served to bring the several military and naval 
arenas closer together. 
As threats to the borders grew, distant prints 
devoted an ever-increasing amount of space to military mat-
ters. The South Carolina Gazette, for example, served to 
publicize the difficult situation of the adolescent colony 
15 The Boston Weeklv News Letter, July 17, 1740. 
16 August 12, 1740. 
17 During Queen Anne's War only the News Letter had 
existed to serve as a vehicle for dispensing information. 
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of Georgia, vulnerable from three sides to border harass-
ment. In 1742 Peter Timothy printed the speech of Lieu-
tenant-Governor V'iilliam Bull, who appealed to the South 
Carolina Assembly for aid to the out-manned Georgians. 
There followed the affirmative vote by that legislative 
body, promising to appropriate funds and provisions 
shortly.l8 ~~en the Spanish moved fresh troops into 
Florida from Cuba the following year, an appeal was made 
for North Carolina men to come to the relief of the woe-
fully few Georgia troops. Some eight hundred troops we1•e· 
quickly raised, the news of wh ich was relayed shortly to 
the northern centers. 19 
The chronic shortage of troops in the extremities 
of the continental empire was evidenced again in 1746 when 
Governor William Gooch of Virginia issued a proclamation 
for volunteers through the medium of Parks' Gazette; 
vYhereas His Majesty having thought fit to give 
Directions for raising Three Independent Companies, 
for the Service and Defence of South-Carolina, by 
Beat of Drum or otherwise, in any of His Majesty's 
Provinces of North-America •••• I have therefore 
thought fit to require and conmmnd ••• Officers of the 
Militia ••• in interesting able-bodied Men, for the 
Service aforesaid, who are not to be marched out of 
the said Province •••• 20 
Meanwhile the French menace in the n orth grew daily 
more ominous. On the occasion of a meeting of 
18 The South Carolina Gazette, July 19, 1742. 
19 The New York Weekly Post B6y, May 9, 1743, reprinted 
from an unnamed Boston paper. 
20 The Virginia Gazette, April 17, 1746. 
j 
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commissioners to renew the friendship between Connecticut 
and Massachusetts, on the one hand, and the Iroquois League, 
on the other, Governor George Clinton of New Yo·rk announced 
that he was: 
Glad of the opportunity of giving them full Liberty; 
conceiving it must redound to the Advantage of the 
Conwon Cause of His Majesty's respective Colonies in 
North America and of course tend towards a hearty 
Union of the several Governments, in their respective 
Councils and Actions upon the present important 
0 . 21 ccas 1 on •••• 
Certainly Clinton recognized the value to all the northern 
colonies of keeping the powerful Indians of New York from 
joining forces with the French. 
By spring of 1745 Governor William Shirley of the 
Bay Colony had become convinced that drastic measures were 
needed in order to reduce the French strong-point at Cape 
Breton. Appreciating the futility of independent action, 
Shirley applied " ••• to the Neighbouring Governments of 
New England, New-York, the Jerseys, and Pennsylvania, to 
furnish their respective ~uotas of Sea as well as Land 
Forces for this Enterprize in the common Cause •.•• " The 
21 The New York Gazette, July 23, 1744. A copy of 
the issue Of The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal of Novem-
'ber 25, 1746, containing a subsequent appeal for coopera-
tion by Clinton, was carefully scrutinized by the enemy. 
The following marginal impression apparently made by a 
wood or metal block, was stamped on a copy now owned by the 
Massachusetts Historical Society: 
Lsea]) TILLO' 
CIENTOS 
CINCO' 
LWords obliterate47 
Y ~UARENTA Xl 
Y ~UARENTA Y SEI LQbliterate£7 
In all probability this copy was "borrowed" by an enterprising 
American from the Spanish Archives during the nineteenth 
century. 
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general natur>e of Shirley's appeal was recognized by news-
papermen as far south as Charles Town.22 Never before 
had a request for aid been given such wide circulation. 
The subsequent machinery of assistance, in terms of 
supplies, weapons, ammunition, convoy-vessels, and troops 
from various quarters was also widely heralded. The Mary-
land Gazette, for example, reprinted an extract from the 
votes of the General Assembly of New York, wherein that 
body voted three thousand pounds for the expedition then 
under way.23 As the campaign developed, details were re-
layed to the southern prints as promptly as southbound 
vessels could put in to the several ports.24 
The capture of the French fortress in mid-summer 
did not bring an end to the need for continued cooperation 
and mutual assistance among the several colonies. In July 
Lieutenant-Governor George Thomas, prompted by Shirley and 
Clinton, implored the Pennsylvania legis.lature to vote aid 
to Massachusetts. In response that body voted the sum of 
four thousand pounds to be used " ••• in the Purchase of 
Bread, Beef, Pork, Flour, Wheat, or other Grain •••• rr25 
22 Speech of April 3, 1745 to the Massachusetts 
General Assembly; reprinted in The New York Evening Post, 
April 15, 1745; The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 25, 1745; 
'rhe Virginia Gazette, May 16, 1745; The South Carolina 
Gazette, May 18, 1745. 
23 The Maryland Gazette, May 3, 1745; The South 
Carolina Gazette, june 22, 1745. 
24 For example, The Maryland Gazette, June 7, 1745. 
25 The Pennsylvania Gazette, july 25, 1745; The 
Boston We ekly New~ Letter, August 8, 1745; The Virginia 
Gazette, August 29, 1745. 
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This unexpected grant by the legislature of the Quaker 
province was widely chronicled in the public prints. In 
Maryland Governor Thomas Bladen, also in response to 
Shirley's urging s, publicly sought the cooperation of the 
assembly and the people in the 11 common Cause.tt26 Even in 
remote South Carolina, beset with military problems of its 
own, news of the victory and subsequent appeals for aid 
were reprinted from the Boston papers.27 
In August The Pennsylvania Gazette relayed the wel-
come intelligence to impoverished New England that the 
Assembly of Maryland had voted and Council of Virginia had 
given fifteen hundred pounds sterling.28 Shortly the in-
telligence of further aid from Virginia, this time in the 
form of much-needed provisions, came to Boston by way of 
the Virginia Gazette.29 
In the meantime, George Clinton, who appears to have 
recognized the wisdom of cooperation as clearly as did the 
resolute Shirley, made another impassioned a ppeal in the 
" ••• interest of the Common Cause •••• " Such an attitude 
must have been well-received in New England, for the News 
Letter printed the New York g overnor's addres s in full.30 
26 The Maryland Gazette, August 9, 1745. 
27 The South Carolina Gazette, August 19, September 
23, November 25, and December 9, 1745. 
28 The Pe~nsylvania Gazette, Augu~t 22, 1745; The 
Boston Weekly News Letter, September 5, 1745. 
29 The Virginia Gazette, August 8, 1745; The Boston 
Weekly News Letter, September 20, 1745. 
30 Ibid., September 5, 1745. 
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In August there appeared in Williamsburg a long poem 
"by an honest Tar," celebrating the successful effort against 
the northern enemy . This salute was proudly r eprinted in 
Boston, for it particularly extolled the virtues of the New 
England participants. 31 The following year "Philo-Musus" 
of Maryland penned another ode in tribute to the military 
success. With a burst of prophetic insight, he affirmed: 
If it ithe poem? should excite others of greater 
Ab ility to exert themselv es, in celebrating the 
g lorious New Eng land Expedition, I have my Vlish •.•. 
The F rench are our natural Enemies, and Rivals in 
almost Everything; but more particularly in settling 
the Northern Part of this vast Continent; which, as 
it is as large and fine a Country, so perhaps , in 
time, it may be as famous for Liberty, Arts, and 
Sciences, as ever Greece was •••• That this may meet 
with due Encouragement, I shall conclude with a Hint 
from a Martial, to the g reat Men of our American 
World. Sint Mecaenates, non dierunt, F lacce, 
Marones •••• 32 
Thus through the medium of the several papers victory was 
widely publicized. Shortly before Christmas of 1745 the 
tniumphant "Cincinnatus," William Shirley, returned to 
Boston, amidst the acclaim of an excited populace. There, 
before the general court, he reviewed the value of cooper-
ation, crediting specifically the help of New England, New 
York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Virginia.33 
31 The Virginia Gazette, August 29, 1745; The Boston 
Weekl;y Post Box, October 7, 1745. 
32 The Maryland Gazett~, January 14, 1746; The Boston 
Gazette or Weekly Journal, March 25, 1'746. 
33 The Boston Weekly News Letter, December 19, 1745; 
reprinted in The South Carolina Gazette, March 3, 1746. 
Whether ~hi rley intentionally omitted mentioning Maryland 
because of its rather niggardly contribution, cannot be 
ascertained. Apparently many readers took it as a conscious 
otnil.S s ion. 
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With the r e turn of many citizen-soldiers to New 
England and points south there arose a continuing demand 
t o fill the depleted ranks. Early in March of 1746 the 
Penn sylvania Gazette announced that fifty or sixty recru its 
had embarked from Phi ladelphia for Boston and Canada. As 
a f urther inducement to encourage enlisting, Franklin 
opined that " ••• as Cape-Breton is like to become a very 
good poor Man's Country, it is not doubted but that the 
Regiment will soon be complete •.•• n34 
Alth ough a pressure point had been reduced, Shirley 
was physician enough to recogni ze that the only way to cure 
the patient was to destroy the root of the sickness. Accord-
ingly, he formulated plans for the reduction of Quebec. The 
unprecedented success of the joint ventures against Cape 
Breton prompted him to appeal once more to his fellow exe c-
utives. As before, his letters were publicized by means of 
the colonial press. In order to assure furthe r cooperation 
t he British government promoted Lieutenant Governor Gooch 
of Virginia to the command over the forces of New Yorl::, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia.35 Thereupon 
b egan a campaign to raise troops all over continental North 
34 The Pennsylvania Gazette, March 11, 1746; The Vir-
ginia Gazette, April 17, 1746. 
35 This news was passed by letter from Shirley to 
Clinton, who announced it to the legislature of New Y~k. 
Printed in· a New York paper, it was copied southward as far 
as Charles Town. The Pennsylvania Gazette, June 19, 1746; 
The Virginia Gaz e t t e, July 3, 1746; The South Carolina 
Gazette, July 14, 1746. 
America. In Maryland, David Campbell issued a notice to 
all p r ospective volunteers n ••• to go on an expedition for 
reduction of Canada •••• 11 36 In order to counteract ill-
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founded and malicious rumor, Shirley ann ounced through the 
public press that colonial troops would be led by colonial 
officers: 
¥fuereas I am informed, a Report has been spread 
that the Troops now raising in North-America for His 
Majesty's Service in the intended Expedition against 
Canada, are to be commanded by Field Officers to be 
sent from Europe; I do hereby certify that the same 
is grou ndless, and that the said Troops will be 
commanded by Field Officers to be appointed by the 
Governours of the Colonies concerned in the said 
Expedition; f9,r which purpose they will soon receive 
Blank Commiss i ons sign'd by his Majesty, and to be 
fill'd up here with the Names of such Officers as 
they shall respectively appoint.37 
In the southern provinces news of recruiting cam-
paigns was published and republished, together with prom-
ises to raise men despite a widely-scattered population.38 
In South· Carolina 11 Publicola," obviously a far-sighted and 
public-spirited individual, stated: 
And as his Ma jesty has been so tender of his Caro-
lina Subjects (probably in Regard to our Poverty) not 
to require any Assistance from us in this Affair, I 
think it is the more incumbent on us to offer our 
Mi te, at least to shew our good Inclinations; and 
would therefore humbly propose, That 1000 Barrels 
of Rice be Purchased and transported to Cape Breton, 
36 The Maryland Gazette, June 24, 1746. 
37 The Boston Weekly News Letter, July 3, 1746. This 
announcement evidences a growing sense of nationalism which 
was certainly not British at basis. 
38 The Virginia Gazette, July 11, 1746; The South 
Carolina Gazette, August 23, 1746. 
for the use of the Forces to be employ 1 d in this 
Expedition •••• I am pretty sure no reasonable Man 
would think much of the Expence to get rid of so 
troublesome a Neighbour, whose Intrigues with the 
Indiana affect us, tho' at so great a distance.39 
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Cooperation was still very new and sectional in scope; 
as a result, there were unequal contributions made to the 
general effort. The heavy burden borne by the northern 
provinces became the subject of a rather bitter dispute be-
tween an unknown New Yorker, writing in James Parker's 
Weekly Post Boy, and an pseudonymous Marylander, who defended 
the integrity and partiotism of hiB native province in Jonas 
Green's Maryland Gazette. In S~ptember of 1746 "Thomas 
Type,'' the New Yorker, fired the opening shot in an open 
letter, which extolled the martial glory of the northern col-
onies at the expense of those to the south. He noted partie-
ularly: 
The province of Maryland's not raising such large 
numbers, may in great measure be owing to the re-
ligious sentiments of its inhabitants, where I am 
told, above 16 Thousands of them are protest Cath-
olics; and it can't be supposed they would chearfully 
enlist on an expedition designed to extirpate and destroy 
those people who have the same way of belief and wor-
ship •••• How to account for t he lukewarmness of the ex-
tensive, rich, populous, an& flourishing dominion of 
Virginia, I am really at a loss .••• 40 
11 Thomas Type" was clearly on the target, at least as 
regards Maryland, for he drew a quick response from '•Ttmothy 
39 The South Carolina Gazette, August 4, 1746. 
40 The New York Weekly Post Boy, September 8, 1746; 
The Maryland Gazette, October 21, 1746; The Boston Weekly 
Post Boy, September 22, 1746. 
Antitype," who penned an indignant defense of his home 
province. 
Sir, We are favoured, with a Speculation of yours 
in the New-York Weekly Post-Boy, of September the 
8th ult. which was transcribed into the Maryland 
Gazette of October the 21st.: In that Performance you 
have taken to pieces, and given Judgment upon, the 
conduct of the different Provinces of America, as to 
raising Forces for the intended Expedition •••• The 
Virginians, to be sure (considering the populous and 
flourishing State of that Province) have acted a 
strange part •••• One Hundred and Fifty Men! does this 
look as if they thought it a "glorious Design to 
reduce Canada to the Obedience of the Crown" of Great-
Britain? ••• You have also Sir, Done well, in exposing 
t h e mean behaviour of the Jersey Con~issioners ••• As to 
the Quakers, they are undoubtedly good Members of 
Society in a private Capacity; but a Government under 
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a Q.uaker Magistracy is certainly a miere piece of Patch 
work and inconsistency ••• Las to Marylan2J ••• you have 
alleged that, there being only 300 Men sent from this 
Province was owing to the great Numbers of Roman Cath-
olics amon~ us ••• ; your calculation is too large by 
more than -a •••• The Sum of Money and Number of Men to 
be raised, were limited by the Assembly; Roman Catho-
lic's are not admitted there, and there were actually 
more Men enlisted than the Numb er required ••• ! say, Sir, 
if we could have found the Money, for we really could 
not; and the Assembly went as far as the purse and 
Circumstances of the Country could well afford •••• 
The letter concluded with a declaration of the disadvantage 
under which Maryland labored in competition with Virginia 
in the all-important tobacco trade.41 
Not willing to be put off by such "melanch oly a 
Reason," "Tom" rejoined with a consideration of the root of 
Maryland's disaf'fection, thereby moving far afield from the 
debate about military cooperation: 
41 The Maryland Gazette, November 25, 1746; The New 
York Evening Post, December 29, 1746. 
It gives me a great deal of Concern, to find so 
melancholy a Reason assigned for the not sending 
more Men from the Province of Maryland; but that 
Concern is much augmented, when it is seen that 
their Poverty proceeds from their not having their 
Staple put under proper Regulations, for the Pres e r-
vation of ita Credit; which makes ~he Proverb of 
Penny wise, and Pound fooliah •••• 4 
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Although the exchange especially marked local pride, 
beyond a doubt, it helped focus considerable attention on 
the ne ed for general cooperation. 
With the failureof the expedition of 1746 to accomp-
liah the reduction of Canada, came a renewed appeal for 
military cooperation. In t h e winter of 1746-1747 the 
speeche s of the ever-resolute Shirley to the Massachuse tt s 
General Assembly continued to be printed in the provinces 
to the southward.43 Again, the failure to achieve un i t y 
in a common cause could not be attributed to igno r a nce, 
for the several papers relayed intelligence t h roughout the 
I 
American colonies with monotonous regularity. 
Early in the following winter, Conrad Weiser, then 
on a mission for Pennsylvania to the Ohio Indians, forwarded 
a letter to his government, wh ich again cited the danger of 
indepe ndent a ction along the .interminably long and exposed 
frontier. Weiser concluded his me ssage by calling for 
42 The New York Weekly Post Boy, February 9, 1747; 
The Maryland Gazette, March 24, 1747. 
43 The Pennsylvania Gazette, December 16 , 1746; 
February 3, 1747; The Maryland Gazette, January 20, 1747. 
-- -----
cooperation: " ••• how necessary therefore is it, that we 
should be every where armed and provided for Defence. 11 44 
There shortly appeared in Philadelphia Benjamin 
Franklin 1 s pamphlet 1 ttPlain Truth, 11 exhorting Pennsylvan-
ians to an awareness of the dangers of an inadequate 
defense. In Boston, Franklin's confrere, Thomas Fleet, 
published a long extract from the pamphlet, with the ex-
planation: 
Tho' this most excellent Pamphlet was particularly 
fitted to the Meridian of Pennsylvania, yet it may 
(like an Almanack) without s ensible Error, serve 
many other Places ~n America.45 
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Throughout the balance of King George 1 s Wa r Governor 
Shirley continued in his efforts to publicize the common-
alty of the problem. In a speech of May 26, 1748, which 
was subsequent ly published in New York, he reminded his 
hearers that: 
It has ever been my Apprehensions, G.entlemen, that 
a Disunion of Councils among his Majesty's Colonies 
on this Continent, and their acting upon separate 
Schemes of Interest, without a strict Regard to the 
genera l Good of the Common Cause •••• I have labour 'd 
ever since the beginning of the War, for to promote 
an Agreement between all the Colonies to join into 
it, more especially by endeavouring to convince the 
Southern Governments, not only of the Reasonab l eness 
and Justice, but of the Wisdom and good Policy of a 
close Union of our Councils and Strength against the 
common Enemy •••• 46 
44 The Pennsylvania Gazette, December 3, 1747; 
The New York Week ly Post Boy, December 14, 1747. 
45 The Boston Evening Post, January 11 and 18, 1748. 
46 The Boston Evening Post , June 6 , 1748; The New 
York Weekly cl'2.1.£'~§._1J. June 20, 17 48. 
In 1748 the general European settlement with its 
disregard of American interests temporarily checked the 
growing movement from several quarters for common military 
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effort. Shirley's personal campaign was interrupted by a 
protracted visit to Eng land. Military attention was trans-
ferred to the strengthening of Nova Scotia, a Bri tish plot 
projecting far into a French hunting reserve. In 1750 
Governor Cornwallis commissioned Alexander Callender of 
Boston a lieutenant and authorized him to raise a nu~ber of 
volunteers there , to fill the depleted ranks of the regular 
companies at Halifax.47 The following year one Charles 
Proctor was given authority to raise one hundred New England 
men for service as " Rangers." The inducements were gaudy: 
fifty pounds sterling (over and above pay) for scalp bounty, 
a four dollar bonus., and a new set of 11 Cloaths .•• 11 48 In 
both of the s e instances the recruiting officers advertised 
their needs through the pages of a Boston newspaper. 
Although the amount of military news in the several 
pa pers necessarily declined after the report of the Treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle had reached America, the circulation of 
intercolonial intelligence ·which dealt with the _~ intel"'minable 
border problems continued. In 1750 Peter Timothy published 
47 The Boston Evening Pos!, September 24, 1750. 
48 Ibid., June 24, 1751. 
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an extract of a letter from a New England officer, then 
fighting an isolated and a lmost-forgot ten war against 
hostile Indians in wha t ls now eastern Maine. The intelli-
gence c onta ined a recital of the barbarity of border war-
fare, under conditions very familiar to many of the readers 
of the S outh Carolina Gazette. The dispensing of such in-
fOl,mati on made difficult the crystallizing of isolationist 
at titudes . 49 
Shortly, Lieutenant-Governor Spencer Phips, acting 
executive head of Massachusetts, took up the campaign for 
mutual aid where the departed Shirley had left off. In 
response to an appeal from Governor Clinton for a me e ting 
of the several governments at Albany with the Six Nations, 
Phips acknowledged 11 •••• we are not so imme d iately concerned 
as the Governments of New-York and Pennsylvania; but yet 
the Defection of those Nations L3ix Nationi7 would in its 
Consequences extremely affec.t not only this Provinc e , but 
t he whole British Interest in America ••.• 11 50 
By 1753 pressure was again mounting all along the 
hundreds of miles of border. Some local and rather e:phem-
eral relief was gained by treaties with hitherto hostile 
49 "Letter from an Officer in Captain Gorhams Com-
pany, dated a~ Rive r St. Croix; March 26, 1750 to a 
Gentleman in this Place .[BostoriJ," reprinted in The South 
Carolina Gazette, June 4, 1750. 
50 The Boston Weekly News Lett e r, J anuary 17, 1751; 
The South Carolina Gazette, February 18, 1751; The Virginia 
Gazette, July 4, 1751. 
Indians. In mid-summer the government of South Carolina 
held a successful conference with the Creeks of the back-
country, the proceedings of which were deemed important 
enough for a complete r e porting in the pages of the 
Pennsylvania Gazette.51 
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That same year the Virginia government, taking alarm 
at the steady encroachment of the French along the Ohio, 
dispatched the youthful planter, George Washington, to 
present an ultimatum to the "interlopers." Early the 
following year there appeared in the public prints a por-
tion of a lettei• 11from a Gentleman in Virginia, to his 
Friend in Annapolis." Relayed to Pennsylvania, and from 
thence to Boston , the extract contained remarks on the sig-
nificance of Washington's journey to the several continent-
al colonies.52 Upon the unsuccessful culmination of the 
mission, The Pennsylvania Gazette printed the French com-
mandant's reply to the Virginia request that he vacate the 
disputed land.53 And when Washington had made his return 
to Virginia, Lieutenant-Governor Dinwiddie officially re-
ported the failure to the General Assembly, together with 
a plea for more general cooperation. This appeal was given 
51 August 16, 23, and 30, 1753. 
52 The Maryland Gazette, issue unknown; The Pennsyl-
vania Gazette, February 5, 1754; The Boa ton Gazette or ~ ieekly 
Advertiser, March 5, 1754; The Boston Weekly News Letter, 
March 7, 1754. 
53 March 26, 1754. This reply was printed in both 
French and English. 
remarkable coverage in New England; apparently the speech 
had a fami liar ring.54 Shortly, Washington's Journal, 
October 31, 1753--Janua ry 11, 1754, was printed by Jonas 
Green at Annapolis, and subsequently reprinted in the 
Boston Gazette or ·weekly Advertiser.55 
There can be little doubt that many perceptive men 
we re further convinced by the Ohio episode of the need for 
a common effort to meet a comL1on danger. Back in the col-
onies early in 1753, Governor Shirley made another of his 
patented appeals for cooperation. This time, however, he 
c arried his plea further, demanding the formation of a 
ttgeneral union."56 Undoubtedly stirred by such a public 
appeal, a letter, described as 11 from a Gentleman residing 
in one of the Colonies to the Northward," soon appeared in 
the pages of Franklin 1 s Gazette: 
I am extremely sorry to hear that the Governments 
of Pennsylvania and Maryland, have not view 1 d the 
n croachments of the French in their proper Light; 
or, if they have, that they wont exert themselves 
at this Time of imminent Danger •••• By a hearty Union 
of the Colonies, and proper Management, we might, 
with little Assistance from our Mother Country, not 
only dislod~e the French from Ohio, but from Quebeck 
itself •••• 5 
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54 The Pennsylvania Gazette, March 12, 1754; The Bos ton 
Gazette or Weekly Advertiser, Mar:ch 26, 1754; The Boston ·weekly 
News Letter, March 28, 1754; The Boston Evening Post, April 1, 
1754; The Boston Post Boy, April 1, 1754. 
55 The Maryland Gazette, March 21, 1754, weekly through 
April 25, 1754; The Boston Gazette or Weekly Advertiser, April 
16, 1754, weekly through Ma y 21, 1754. 
56 Spe ech of April 22, 1754 before General Court of 
Mass a chusetts. The Boston Weekly News Letter•, April 25, 1754. 
57 Letter of April 8 , 1754. The Pennsylvania Gazette, 
May 2, 1754. 
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On May 9 Franklin 1 s famous 11 Join Or Die 11 imprint 
made its appearance in his Pennsylvania Gazette. In it, 
the several continental colonies, excluding only relatively 
unimportant Georgia, were represented by the head and var-
ious body segments of a snake, all significantly separated 
one from another. Emitting from the mouth of the reptile 
was a balloon, which bore the legend, nunite And Conquer." 
This very effective venture into visual symbolism was re-
printed in at least two Boston papers.58 
Thanks to an ever-increasing amount of such publicity 
from various quarters, plans for a general conference to be 
held at Albany developed swiftly. In May Franklin announced 
the s a le of a tract, written and published by himself, en-
titled "serious Considerations on the Present State of the 
Northern Colonies. 11 59 The pamphlet, in the form of an 
allegory, made yet a new appeal for common defensive 
measures. It was reprinted in New York and sold by Thomas 
Fleet in Boston, who printed excerpts in his Evening Post 
for the edification of New England readers: 
A Boar stood whetting his Tusks against an old 
Tree; the Fox, who happened to come by at the same 
Time, asked him why he made those Preparatior~ of 
whetting his Teeth, since there was no Enemy near 
that he could perceive? That may be, Master Reynard, 
says the Boar; But we should scour up our Arms while 
58 The Boston Gaz·.ett.e , _)May 21, 1?54;. The Pennsylvania 
Gazette, May 9, 1754; The Boston Weekly News Letter, May 23, 
1754. 
59 The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 30, 1754. 
we have Leisure, you know; for in Time of Danger we 
shall have something else to do. 
A Wise General has not his Men to discipline, or 
his A~~unition to provide, when the Trumpet sounds 
To Arms •••• 60 
By summer and the holding of the conference as 
scheduled, news of Washington ' s defeat on the Ohio, whe1•e 
he had gone in April with a force of one hundred and fifty 
men in an effort to dislodge the French, made its appear-
ance throughout the colonies.61 Defeat seemed to act as 
a spur, for more appeals for military union were forth-
coming, both from public administrators and private cit-
izens alike.62 Most of the general appeals found expres-
sion in the news columns of the colonial press. 
The subsequent failure of the several colonies to 
accept the recommendations of the conference cannot be 
attributed to a lack of publicity; appeals for military 
cooperation had been faithfully printed and reprinted for 
t h e better part of a decade. Any union, political and 
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military, with its concomitant relinquishing of some degree 
of local autonomy, however slight, involved a period of 
60 The Boston Evening Post, August 26, 1754. 
61 The Maryland Gazette, June 13, 1754; The Boston 
Evening Post, July 1 and August 5, 1754; The Pennsylvania 
Gazette, August 22, 1754; The South Carolina Gazette, 
September 26, 1754. 
62 Charles McLean Andrews asserts that separa tist 
tendencies persisted throughout the period, but the u ••• most 
powerful force overcoming these centrifugal tendencies was 
fear of the French and Indians ••• " in The Colonial Period of 
American Histor En land's Commercial and Colonial Policv 
New Haven: Yale University Press, 1938 , p. 416. 
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mental gestation, during whlch time people everywhere be-
came adjusted to the idea. :Meanwhile, despite an initial 
setback, the public prints were paving the way for just 
such a mental atmosphere which would allow for the success-
ful meetings of the first continental congress. 
CHAPTER XI 
POLITICS AND THE NEV~PAPERS 
Political news consumed a considerable amount of 
space in the prints of the eighteenth century. The oper-
ations of the ponderous British governmental machinery 
were relayed to the American reading public, usually by 
means of wholesale borrowing from the cur1•ent English 
newspapers. Much of this information, as well as that 
which dealt with provincial governments, was present ed in 
the form of speeches and addresses made by public offic-
ials. Since a large number of these addresses were mere 
formalities, such as the speech of a royal governor open-
ing the meeting of a legislative session, there was much 
material circulated which was at basis not genuinely polit-
ical in scope. The general habit of printing and reprinting 
such lacklustre material served the more significant pur-
pose of allowing the printers to freely insert such highly 
controversial matters as the address of a recalcitrant 
assembly to a royal governor in the midst of a raging con-
troversy on the question of the prerogative. 
Editorializing as such was rare, but the intensive 
coverage of a political issue in a distant province, some -
ti.mes appear~.ng in consecutive issues, gave the subscriber 
an extremely well-rounded picture of the problem out of the 
mouths of the principals involved in it. Although a paper 
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might be subject to official censure if it were to launch 
an incendiary editorial campaign, there was very little 
likelihood that the address of an assembly to a royal gov-
ernor, however inflammatory, would be blue-penciled, 
especially since the governor's answer, convincing or not, 
would in all probability be subsequently published. Despite 
the formality of language and procedure, a conflict over the 
prerogative between assembly and royal governor was usually 
set forth clearly, often in the blunt Anglo-Saxon of the 
Speaker of the a·ssembly or the governor. Whatever the 
reader's sympathies, if any, he had access to the details 
of a problem of which he was sooner or later, directly or 
indirectly, to share (whether or not he had the experience 
and the forethought to appreciate its general application). 
Innumerable were the formal addresses and minutes 
printed and reprinted, most often with no apparent purpose 
other than that of helping to fill columns kept blank by 
the perversities of war or weather. Of these perhaps only 
a fraction might be termed actually politically in scope. 
The reader, however, had little difficulty in separating 
the wheat of politics from the chaff of formalized proced-
ure. When tempers grew short in the face of lengthy recrim-
inations, stylized address gave way to more lurid and pithy 
figures of speech. Under such circumstances it is difficult 
to see how the politically-aware subscriber could have long 
remained insensible to the commonalty of the political 
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preble~ which arose here and there throughout the period. 
If, for example, a resident of New York, conscious of the 
question of the control of the purse at home, remained 
unaware of the long and bitter controvers·y which raged in 
the Bay Colony during the 1720's and 1730's, he must have 
been politically illiterate. 
One of the most dramatic aspects of the prerogative 
problem was the issue of freedom of the press. Although 
this problem was, in the final analysis, inextricably 
bound to larger ones, it was of a nature to capture the 
imagination of Englishmen everywhere. Very early in the 
bumpy career of James Franklin's highly controversial New 
England Courant, an editorial signed 11Cato 11 and reprinted 
from an unnamed London paper appeared. Therein 11 Cato, 11 
who clearly had an admirer in the iconocl~stic Franklin, 
thundered against "old Knaves and young Fools" who inveighed 
against the proper liberties of the people. Franklin made 
no mention of certain prominent New England clergymen, but 
it was quite ~pparent to the thinking reader against whom 
he aimed "Cato 1 s 11 barbs.l 
A little over a year later the General Assembly of 
Massachusetts Bay brought legal action against James Frank-
lin for libel and sent him to jail for a month, during 
which time his apprentice-brother Benjamin, carried on at 
1 The New England Courant, September 11, 1721. 
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the office of the Courant. Since there was then only one 
paper printed outside of Boston, a representative response 
to James' imprisonment is impossible to obtain. It is in-
teresting to observe the reaction of that single paper, 
Andrew Bradford's American Weekly Mercury, especially in 
view of the printer's later stand on the Zenger contro-
versy. The Mercury . of February 26, 1723 carried the gov-
ernmental order and the committee report against the 
Courant's owner, reprinted from the pages of the Boston 
paper. In what was a rare occurrence, Bradford continued 
with a vigorous and indignant pen: 
My Lord Coke observes, That to punish first and 
then enquire, the Law abhors; but here Mr. Franklin 
has a severe Sentence passed upon him, even to the 
taking away Part of his Livelihood, without being 
called to make answer. An indifferent Person would 
Judge by this Vote against Curanto, that the Assembly 
of the Province of Massachusetts-Bay are made up of 
Oppressors and Bigots, who make Religion the only 
Engine of Destruction to the People; and the rather 
because the lat. Letter in the Courant of the 14th of 
January (which the Assembly censures) so naturally 
represents and exposes the Hypocritical Pretenders to 
Religion. Indeed, the most famous Politicians in that 
Government (as the infamous Governor D---y and his 
Family) have ever been remarkable for Hypocrisy •••• 
Thus much we could not forbear saying, out of Compassion 
to the distressed People of the Province, who must now 
resign all Pretenses to Sense and Reason, and submit to 
the Tyranny of Priestcraft and Hypocrisy.2 
Apparently Pennsylvania officials considered the acid 
comments either justified or of no particular significance, 
2 The American Weekly Mercury, February 26, 1723. 
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for Bradford and the Mercury continued without an official 
rebuke. 
Of much more significance, in part because it re-
ceived far-wider newspaper coverage, was the Zenger trial 
and its political ramifications in New York. Very early 
in the course of the New York Weekly Journal John Peter 
Zenger had exhibited an interest in the freedom of the 
press issue. In March of 1734 he had reprinted from the 
beginning issue of the South Carolina Gazette an essay by 
Lewis Timothy on liberty of the press, stating then that 
" ••• The first of that newspaper has three Paragraphs which 
seem worth reprinting, were it only to shew, how much all 
Men of Reason · and Freemen do think alike, in Places and 
Times much distant and different •••• n3 
At the time of Zenger's alleged defamatory accusa-
tions against Governor Cosby and his subsequent sei~ure 
and imprisonment, accounts appeared in several of the 
distant prints. In Boston the New England Weekly Journal 
gave a summary account of the proclamation against Zenger 
without deigning to editorialize thereupon. 4 A similarly 
skeletal account was vouchsafed the readers of Timothy's 
South Carolina Gazette. 5 At Philadelphia Andrew Bradford 
3 The New York Weekly Journal, March 4, 1734. 
4 December 2, 1734. 
5 January 18, 1735. 
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took up his cudgel, this time in defense of the enemies 
of the printer. Such a stand was no doubt partly dictated 
by father William's journalistic war against the outspoken 
Zenger. Whatever the motives, between December 1733 and 
January 1735 news items and editorials, most of which were 
strongly anti-Zenger in tone, were sprinkled throughout the 
pages of the Mercury.6 Bradford's published attitude was 
not long in calling down a storm of indignant protest, 
which was given wide circulation through the pages of the 
Pennsylvania Gazette, Zenger's warmest advocate outside of 
New York. In November and December of 1737 a review of the 
Zenger case and the dramatic role of Andrew Hamilton, a 
native of Philadelphia, was front page reading matter for 
subscribers to the Gazette. As "X" (Franklin himself, per-
haps) later put it " ••• it was a popular OBI.Use, The Liberty 
of the Press in that Province depended on it •••• n7 A few 
months later, no doubt cheered by the belated but clear-out 
stand of the Gazette, a member of the "peoples' party" in 
New York wrote an open letter to Pennsylvanians, applauding 
Andrew Hamilton for his role as an obstacle to selfish 
11 pri va te interests. n8 Shortly there appeared another letter 
6 There is also the consideration that since Franklin 
was early a personal supporter of Zenger, his arch-competitor, 
Andrew Bradford, was pushed further and faster into his anti-
Zenger position than even he willed. 
7 The Pennsylvania Gazette, November 17, 24; December 
l, 8, 1737. 
8 Ibid., April 6, 1738, Letter of March 27, 1738. 
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from New York, this one signed "Z," probably from a deeply 
grateful Zenger, affirming: 
Every true Lover of Pennsylvania will receive a 
sensible pleasure, when he is informed that Mr. 
Hamilton has acquired a· high Reputation at home, on 
account of his learned and generous Defence of the 
------of Mankind at New York •••• For the Defender of 
the Liberty of the Press, by the Strength of his own 
Genioue, has, on the noblest Foundation, that of 
Promoting the Good of Mankind, .erected to himself a 
Monument, which will transmit his Memory with Honour, 
to latest Prosperity.9 
In order to further publicize this milestone on the road to 
the freedom of the press, Zenger printed in 1736 under 
separate cover, "A Brief Narrative of the Case and Tryal of 
John Peter Zenger, Printer of the New York Weekly Journal." 
• 
This account was widely circul.ated and read, for it was 
advertised at a cost of two shillings, six pence by Frank-
lin in Philadelphia, and reprinted by Thomas Fleet in 
Boston.lO It may even have inspired a sympathetic article 
on Zenger in the British Country Journal, which was reprinted 
in Fleet's Evening Post of May 29, 1738. On the other hand 
William Bradford's attempt to blacken "Zengerism" in his 
"Remarks upon Mr. Hamilton's Arguments, in the Tryal of 
J. P. Zenger, for lybelling against the Government" met with 
slight interest outside of New York despite its inexpensive-
ness (twelve shillings), for it apparently was not sold in 
9 The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 8, 1738. 
10 Ibid., December 8, 173U; The Boston Evening Post, 
June 19, 1738. 
274 
the neighboring governments. 11 In 1741 on the occasion of 
the death of the aged Hamilton, a long tribute to "the 
great Defender of the Liberty of the Press," in the form 
of an anonymous letter, appeared in Zenger's paper. 12 In 
general Zenger's trial was a popular cause to which both 
the reading public and several of the northern printers 
responded with considerable interest. 
Zenger's abiding skepticism and his own bitter ex-
perience prompted him on a later occasion to insert an 
article in his paper, which was culled from a Boston 
print, and which lashed out at those ministers of Massa-
chusetts who sought to warn people against the reading of 
newspapers. The article pointed out: 
The next Stroke may probably be at the Liberty of 
the Press: And what a fine Introduction this wi ll be 
to Popery, we leave our Readers to judge. How~ver, 
we cannot forbear saying, that how desirous soever 
some Men may be of having the Sole Direction of our 
Consciences and that we should believe all that say, 
and nothing else, yet there is Reason to suspect, 
from the Squabbles and Contentions observable among 
themselves, at this Day, that there are but few Men 
in these Parts of the World whose Dictates are in-
fallible .13 
This time, the issue being a painless one to the Governor 
and Council of New York, Zenger went entirely unreprimanded. 
In 1747 prompted by the constant pressure against 
11 The New York Gazette, October 24, 1737. 
12 October 12, 1741. 
13 The New York Weekly Journal, January 24, 1743. 
liberty of the press from above, "C-r e-n," very likely 
Cadwallader Colden, issued a mock advertisement in the 
New York Evening Post. Therein he promised to publish 
shortly: 
A New 
Method of Controversy 
or an easie Way of 
Shortening Debates, by allowing only 
One Side to publish their Thoughts, 
Containing also, 
Reasons for abolishing the 
Liberty of the Press.l4 
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The struggle was not, of course, indigenous to Amer-
ica. The British press was suffering from similar obstacles 
and repressive measures, imposed by those in high places who 
shunned any such democratic floodlights as the exposure 
journalism of the period. In 1748 Jonas Green, reviver of 
Parks' old Maryland Ga~ette reprinted an article from the 
London Daily Gazeteer, which argued that if freedom of the 
press should be stifled: 
Merely to make this or that minister quite easy, 
Lit7 is sacrificing at once both the cr~in, the con-
stitution, and the labour of thousands, to the caprice 
and whim of a few, who never served or advanc 1 d the 
public twenty pence in all their lives.l5 
Obviously royal officials in Maryland could not take umbrage 
at such general language without becoming suspect of a covert 
intention to destroy that traditional freedom. 
A few years later William Hunter printed an extract 
14 November 2, 1747. 
15 Daily Gazeteer, August 28, 1747; Maryland Gazette, 
February 3, 1748. 
of a letter from West Jersey in his Virginia Gazette. 
Signing himself "Publicus," the writer reached a new high 
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in indignation against those offic1.als who sought to sub-
vert traditional English liberties in America. He opined, 
I have heard it reported, that Printing-Presses 
are by all Means to be discouraged in our Colonies; 
I am amazed at it; I wish it may not be true. That 
the Colonies ought to be kept in Ignorance, is not 
the just Sentiment of a Mother Country towards its 
Children, but of a Mother Country towards its Ser-
vants. Love us, encourage and educate us Children, 
and we shall give you the Honour, Love, and Obedience, 
that is due to a Parent. But if you begin to consider 
us meerly as your Tenants, your Labourers, or your 
Slaves, we must of Course by Degrees lose all true 
Respect and Affection for you.l6 
Certainly by mid-century thanks in large part to extensive 
publicity, the issue had transcended parochial barriers. 
Like the struggle for freedom of the press, the issue 
of who was going to control appropriations was a part, and a 
particularly spectacular one, of a larger and more funda-
mental problem. Also it was an easier issue to dramatize 
than the intricate question of the. prerogative under an 
organic constitution. Throughout the century almost contin-
uously, in one province or another, the question waxed and 
waned, with compromise taking the place of final solution. 
Indeed some of the ablest and most popular governors of the 
period, such as Robert Hunter of New York, were unable to 
escape it. And thanks largely to the reprinting habit of 
16 April 24, 1752. 
the age, the issue was rarely relegated to one of a purely 
provincial nature. Like it or not, the eighteenth century 
reader was periodically reminded that all was not quiet on 
the appropriations front, either locally or in a neighbor-
ing government. 
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In 1710, for example, Robert Hunter arrived in Amer-
ica to assume the governorship of New York and New Jersey. 
Despite considerable bre.adth of insight and an intelligence 
superior to that exhibited by many of his predecessors, he 
soon crossed swords with the assemblies of those govern-
menta. Almost from the outset John Campbell informed his 
New England readers of the course of events in the Province 
of New York. By June of 1713 the usual amenities had been 
dispensed with, in the face of the money bugbear, for 
Hunter told the assembly that it had no right to expect to 
control appropriations by means of its own officer.l7 A 
few months later Governor Hunter appealed to the New Jersey 
House of Representatives " ••• full of that Confidence I 
recommend to your immediate Care the past Arrear and future 
Support of Her Majesties Government •••• " Evidently the 
governor was either whistling-in-the-dark or employing a 
rather elemental brand of psychology, but his "confidence" 
proved misplaced in the face of the stern resolve of the 
recalcitrant legislator.s. 18 In 1715 Hunter again reminded 
17 The Boston News Letter, June 8, 1713. 
18 Ibid., January 18, 1714. 
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the New York Assembly of the need for granting "sufficient 
funds," and with a show of some anger denied the accusation 
that his administration was "arbitrary, illegal, grevious, 
oppressive, unjust, and destructive."l9 Despite the 
apparent friendliness exhibited Hunter in other areas, the 
unwillingness of either the New York or the New Jersey 
Assembly to be moved in the matter was echoed with monot-
onous regularity during the remainder of the administration. 20 
And the New~ Letter was the vehicle through which the in-
telligence was dispensed to colonial readers. After William 
Burnet had assumed the governorship and inherited the prob-
lem, Campbell's paper continued to publicize the issues, 
thereby helping to assure New England against political in-
sularity.21 
The problem, of which the Zenger issue was this time 
a part, flared up again in the 1730's. In 1736 Rip Van Dam 
issued a protest on six counts as to why George Clarke had 
not the authority to be raised to the lieutenant-governorship. 
A bitter factional dispute arose, which was marked in the 
papers of Boston, Philadelphia, and Charles Town.22 The 
19 The Boston News Letter, May 23, 1715. 
20 Ibid., April 28, 1718; May 18, 1719; July 6, 1719. 
21 Ibid., March 27, 1721. 
22 The Boston Evening Post, April 12, 1736; 
The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 1, 1736; The South Carolina 
Gazette, May 15, 1736; June 19, 1736; October 30, 1736. 
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following years Clarke's futile efforts to crush the leg-
islature on the appropriations issue was recorded by the 
Franklin-Timothy alliance, as well as in the Boston Gazette.23 
In 1749 George Clinton, one of the stronger execu-
tives of the New York Colony, once more attacked a reluctant, 
and in his view, stingy assembly, in another vain attempt to 
force that body to make a sufficient appropriation to keep 
both the civil and military departments ' of his government 
afloat. Throughout J·uly Clinton and the Assembly were at 
oratorical loggerheads. Obviously more than casually in-
terested, the Pennsylvania Gazette published the full re-
port~! of ea.ch of the five tense sesslons, without, inci-
dentally, adding a single line of editorial comment; Frank-
·lin clearly allowed his readers to judge the debate on the 
merits of its official record. The general applicability 
of the issues involved was set forth in a strikingly frank 
statement by David Jones, Speaker of the New York Assembly: 
They ithe American colonieiJ have governors sent to 
them, generally entire strangers to the people they 
are sent to govern; they seldom have any estates in 
the colonies where they are appointed governors, and 
consequently their interest is intirely distinct and 
different from that of the people; .and therefore it 
is that they seldom regard the welfare of the people, 
otherwise than as they can make it subservient to 
their own particular interest; and as they know the 
time of their continuance in their governments to be 
uncertain, all ·methods are used and all engines set 
to work, to raise estates to themselves: .And there-
fore, should the publick monies be left to their 
23 The Boston Gazette, November 6, 1738; The Penn-
svlvania Gazette, September 15, 1737; The South Carolina 
Gazette, July 2, 1737; December 7, 1738. 
disposition, what can be expected, but the grossest 
misapplication under vari,ous pretences, which will 
never be wanting •••• The governors cannot be called 
to an account by the representatives of the people ••• 
- we must declare to your excellency that we cannot 
answer it to our constituents, to pass any bill for 
raising money on them, and leave it to be disposed 
of at the will and pleasure of a governor; and this 
we hope your excellency will accept for a categorical 
answer •••• 24 
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The fact that Franklin drew no official rebuke for his cir-
culation of such an outspoken commentary upon imperial pro-
cedure attests that either the idea of freedom of the press 
was gaining ground or British officials were even more lax 
than usual. 
By far the lengthiest and most widely publicized 
struggle between royal governor and legislative house was 
that which occurred in Massachusetts, extending through 
the several administrations of Shute, Burnet, Dummer, and 
Belcher, and encompassing the better part of two decades. 
Here again, perhaps the heart of the matter was the 
struggle for the control of the purse. Extensive coverage 
was given the affair by the prints of New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Maryland, and South Carolina. Between August 1728 
and March 1739, a period of much agitation, in some fifty-
five issues of the New York Gazette there appeared news, 
c·onsisting usually of formal addresses and messages and 
not a few letters-to-the-editor, concerning the political 
24 The Pennsylvania Gazette, August 10, 1749; July 
13, 17~9; July 20, 1749; August 3, 1749; August 24, 1749; 
August 31, 1749. 
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controversy worlcing in :Massachi.lsetts.25 The close journal-
istic relationship between the Bradfords, father and son, 
unquestionably facilitated the reprinting of much of the 
formal data in Andrew's Mercury, for between 1729 and 1735, 
at least thirty-two issues reported the struggle in Boston, 
I 
usually by way of the older Bradford's New York Gazette. 26 
Apparently Franklin also considered the controversy worthy 
of considerable space, for he published the minutes of a 
number of meetings of the Massachusetts Assembly during 
Belcher's tempestuous administration.27 Even the relatively 
provincial Maryland Gazette, the earliest of the southern 
25 The New York Gazette, August 5, 12, 19, 26, 
September 2, 9, 17, 30, October 7, 14, 21, November 11, 18, 
December 2, 31, 1728; January 1·1:, 21, 28, June 9, September 
15, 22, 29, October 6, 13, 20, 27, 1729; September 21, 28, 
October 26, November 2, 9, 16, 1730; January 4, 12, 26, 
February 9, 16, March 15, April 28, July 5, September 6, 13, 
1731; January 11, June 19, December 4, 26, 1732; June 25, 
September 10, 1733; June 17, August 5, 1734; January 28, 
1735; December 13, 1736; June 12, 1737; March 13 and 20, 
1739. 
26 April 3 1 July 10, September 18, October 16, 23, 
1729; September 24, October 1, 29, November 12, 1730; Jan-
uary 26, February 2, 9, 16, March 18, April 29, . June 1'7, 
September 9, 16, 23, 1731; January 18, 25, February 1, Dec-
ember 7, 19, 26, 1732; February 21, August 30, November 22, 
1733; June 20, November 14, December 12, 1734; June 19, 1735. 
2'7 The Pennsylvania Gazette, September 11, 18, 25; 
October 2, 9, 1729; January 26, March 11, 18, 25, 1'731; 
January 11; February 1, 22, 29, June 19, July 10, 17, 1732; 
June 21, September 7, 21, 1733; November 7, 1734; January 9, 
June 19, December 11, 1'735; June 29, 1738, March 22, 1739. 
prints, carried intelligence in several of its issues. 28 
And by 1737 the youthful South Carolina Gazette had also 
picked up the trail of what was obviously newsworthy 
material.29 
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Clearly the printing of such controversial material 
was more than a mere space-filling technique, for several 
partisan letters soon appeared in the pages of the New York 
prints. In 1729 an anonymous "Gentleman in London" assured 
his correspondent in New York that the committee of the 
privy council which was considering the matter would soon 
take drastic action, even perhaps g oing so far as to revoke 
the Massachusetts charter if the stubborn legislature did 
not shortly " ••• settle a fix 1 t Salary on Governor Burnet." 
Although the extract of this letter, supposedly from the 
"horse's mouth," was taken up in Massachusetts and re-
printed in the Boston Gazette, it had little effect in 
30 
changing the minds of the members of the assembly there. 
The following year a poem was sent to William Brad-
ford, significantly from "Hellgate," and signed nLu----r 
fiucife£.7 to the People of "B----n" ffios toiiJ _ 
28 May 27, June 17, October 28, 1729; October 20, 
December 1, 15, 1730, February 2, December 28, 1733. 
Elizabeth Christine Cook mentions the full reports of the 
Maryland Gazette on the complicated argl:t:.-nents of the Massa-
chusetts legislature: "· •• The deep signfficance, the in-
fluence of such full reports in a peaceful province, we 
leave to the future historian who will sometime tract the 
growth toward nationality in its earlier stages.tt See 
Literar Influences in Colonial News a · ers 1704-1750 
New York: Columbia University Press, 1912 , p. 169. 
29 June 4, 1737. 
30 The New York Gazette, July 7, 1729; The Boston 
Gazette, July 21, 1729. 
• 
All Hail, My Sons, who can so justly Trace 
Your Origin from the True Non-con Ra ce, 
Rouze up your Factious Spirits and defy 
The empty Names of Law and Liberty; 
Let not your Vice-Roy's powerful Eloquence 
Betray you into Peace of Common Sense; 
0 think how I my self did once Rebel, 
And forfeit Heaven to beat Sway in Hell; 
Then if, like your great Sire, you bravely dare 
Not only Disobey but Persevere, 
For Once believe me, your Reward shall be 
To Rule Associate in this Realm with me.31 
In answer to another sample of such pro-executive 
doggerel, a writer of Connecticut, identifying himself as 
a "Boston Man by Birth, 11 declared: 
Presumptuous Traytor, we can make 1 t appear, 
It was not Treasons made our Fathers fear, 
Nor Hal----rs made them fly for Safety here. 
_· But it was cruel Papists, cursed Parts, 
That made them Venture into wild Desarts, 
To avoid their Malice and b l ood-thirsty Hearts. 
And having crost the wide Atlantick Sea, 
And purchas 1d dear a perfect Liberty, 
vVE 1 11 keep it sti ll and what is that to thee? 
Know this, vile Traytor, we have cause to sing, 
Our dear-bought Liberty's a precious Thing, 
Under the Influence of a Gracious King. 
Great George is Merciful, and well doth us use, 
Tho' some of us his Mercy hath abus 1d, 
Vihich we that's Loyal beg, will be excus 1d. 
Now should a Salary be fix 1 d out-right 
On him that's appointed to guide us Right, 
Then all our Dear-bought Freedom takes in Flight. 
Of Liberty, the Jews of Old did say, 
When either under High-priest or King, 
Then shall we give up such a precious Thing? 
Oh no, we're strong, and we'll stand ·our Defence, 
Altho' you're pleas'd to call it Insolence; 
This for our Freedom is a g ood Pretence.32 
31 The New York Gazette, February 2, 1730. 
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32 Ibid., December 7, 1730. Despite the red-herring 
"Papists," the writer warmed to his subject in the latter 
part of the poem. 
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In such a way were readers of the New York prints remi~ded 
that the conflict in New England was basically one which 
concerned any one of the colonies involved in paying the 
salary of a royal official. 
The northern prints on one occasion even reprinted 
the address of the Assembly of Barbados, protesting stub-
bornly to Governor Worsley its inability to raise money to 
meet a newly levied excise tax.33 Such isolated entries 
were n ot uncommon in the several papers, especially in 
those printed north bf Maryland. 
Often the issue between assembly and governor took 
on broader aspects and was at times tinged with considerable 
personal animosity. Such was the occurrence when Lieutenant-
Governor Alexander Spots wood came into conflict with the 
Virginia House of Burgesses beginning in 1719. True to his 
usual wont, John Campbell republished the formal data, 
which included an unusual dramatic appeal by the lower-
house to the king. The News. Letter thereby served as the 
sole American agency for transmitting a sharp political 
issue to the reading public.34 Shortly when the "contagion" 
had spread to south Carolina with the brief disposition of 
Governor Robert Johnson by a "convention of freemen," 
Campbell's paper carried the story, together with the 
33 The New York Gazette, March 1, 1731; The New Eng-
land Weekly Journal, March 22, 1731. 
34 January 26, 1719; February 16, 1719; January 9, 
1721. 
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declaration of the convention in full. 35 
Similarly James Franklin's New England Courant 
covered the appeal of the Pennsylvania Assembly to Governor 
William Keith in protest to " ••• an Infringement of the 
Liberties and Priviledges, by Charter granted to the People 
of this Province •••• n36 
The recurrent prer9gative struggle flared up in 
Jamaica in the 1750's. Once again the northern papers gave 
ear to the partisans. "Britannicus," apparently a resident 
of the sugar island, submitted a laudatory letter on ex-
Governor Trelawney because he had (unlike his successor) 
" ••• thirsted for no Prerogative.n37 A year later the 
frustrated Governor Charles Knowles pointed out to the 
still-militant assembly that the people's liberties could 
be lost "through the Tyranny of a Decemvirate" as well as 
by the ruthless action of a sinBle person. 38 
By and large, coverage of what seemed local polit-
ical issues was excellent. What a reader might not find 
in one print would often be available elsewhere. When a 
printer, whatever his political sentiments, did determine 
to publish the intelligence of a seething political issue, 
35 February 29, 1720. 
36 April 5, 1725. 
37 The New York Gazette, February /JJ.a te obliterate~, 
1753; The Pennsylvania Gazette, February 6, 1753. 
38 The Boston Evening Post, December 30, 1754. 
he invariably did so in full, without attempting to delete 
those portions of the record to which he personally might 
have been antagonistic.39 
Prerogative quarrels were usually carried on by a 
popularly elected legislative body against a royal execu-
tive appointee, the crown's representative authority on 
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the scene. On some occasions, however, an interested group 
might take issue directly with the British government, 
which it recognized as the source of its troubles. 
In 1725 a conflict arose over the repassage of an 
act by the New York Assembly for the prohibition of the 
sale of Indian goods to the French. Sensing the posaibil-
ities of financial losses, a powerful group of London mer-
chants petitioned the king to nullify the act. When the 
problem was eve!ntually thrown into the laps of the Lords 
of Trade, that body " ••• being doubtful of some of the Facts 
alledged by the Merchants ••• ," deferred to the judgment of 
Governor Burnet, the author of the original act. Obviously 
recognizing the commonalty of any problem which concerned 
the hostile French and Indians, the News Letter carried the 
story, together with the climactic committee report of the 
New York Council. Said report, containing a masterful 
39 Unfortunately contemporary journalism, with the 
notable exception of the New York Times, has long since 
abandoned this attempt at objectivity. 
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statement of the conflict of interest between two groups 
insulated by two thousand miles of ocean, asserted that the 
London group: 
Only consider their present Gain, and £iri7 not 
all concerned for the Safety of the Country, in 
encouraging the most necessary Undertaking if they 
think their Profit for two or three Years may be 
lessened by it. This Inclination of Merchants has 
been so Notorious, that few Nations have been able to 
Restrain them from supp;0ing their Enemies with Ammunition and Arms •••• 
The sympathy of most New Englanders, thanks in part to broad 
newspaper coverage, was largely on the side of the New York 
legislators. 
The proposal of the Molasses Act of 1733, which 
according to most American observers discriminated against 
the continental colonies in favor of the islands of the 
West Indies, resulted in a considerable degree of collective 
poli.tical action of a sort. Operating through their agents 
in London, the northern colonies drew up a representation 
to the effect " ••• that the Sugar Islands, a small inconaid-
erable Body of People, in comparison of our Northern Col-
onies, would monopolize the Sugar, the Molasses, and the 
Rum Trade, and consequently supply the Northern Colonies, 
the Irish, and Great Britain itself, at such Prices as they 
think fit to set •••• " This protes;t was given wide circulation 
in the northern colonies.41 The following spring while 
40 January 14, 1725; January 28, 1725; February 18, 
1725. 
41 The New England Weekly Journal, May 22, 1732; 
The American Weekly Mercury, July 22, 1731; The New York 
Gazette, July 26, 1731. 
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Parliament dallied, the Council and General Assembly of 
New York issued a plea to the king, which stressed the 
"greater value" of the continental colonies in the scheme 
of empire. This petition was given publicity in New Eng-
land by its insertion in the Weekly Journal of May 22, 
1732 . The fact that the proposed measure achieved passage 
in .. 'l733 cannot be attributed to lack of interest on the 
part of the public prints, for within the limits of the 
rat~er formalized reporting of the day considerable space 
had been devoted to the issue. 
Another British practice which gave rise to an in-
formal but extremely outspoken kind of resistance was that 
of the deportation of felons, petty criminals as well as 
poor debtors, to North America. Writing in Franklin's 
Gazette, "Americanus" deprecated the "trade," assuring his 
readers: 
Commerce implies Returns: Justice requires them: 
There can be no Trade without them. And Rattle-Snakes 
seem the most suitable Returns for the Human Serpents 
sent us by our Mother Country. In this, however, as in 
every other Branch of Trade, she will have the Advantage 
of us. She will reap equal Benefits without equal 
Risque of the Inconveniences and Dangers. For the 
Rattle-Snake gives Warning before ~e attempts his Mis-
chief; which the Convict does not. 2 
This none too mild denunciation was reprinted in its entirety 
in the Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal. 43 A few months 
42 May 9, 1751. 
43 May 21, 1751. 
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later the urbane Franklin copied an article from the Boston 
prints which reported that a grand jury there had been dis-
charged on the grounds that there were no prosecutions. 
Obviously still campaigning against unrestricted iwnigra-
tion, Franklin added with more wit than logic " ••• this 
shews the Difference between colonies that do not receive 
Convicts, and those that do.n44 'l'he issue was sustained, 
when in 1752 the Virginia Gazette, congratulated the Prov-
ince of Maryland on the safe arrival of a shipload of con-
victs . Jonas Green thereupori issued his resentment of the 
left-handed compliment, alleging that, "Captain Gray, who 
brought those Recru~_ts into Potowmack, sold the chief Part 
of them on the South Side of that River; His Majesty's 
more ancient American Plan tation--the Cream of the British 
Nation.tr 45 Apparently interest in the problem had not 
lagged in New England, for Green's reproof was copied in a 
Boston print.46 Certainly the public prints afforded the 
most effective agency for disseminating intelligence on 
this thorny imperial problem. 
In 1747, chaffing under the restraints of Br tish 
war measures, a citizen of Massachusetts penned an open 
letter to the nFreeholders and other Inhabitants of the 
Massachuse tts Bay," in which certain abuses of traditional 
44 _T_h_e __ P_e_n_n_sylvania Gaz~_t_t_e, September 5, 1751. 
45 The Maryland Gazette, January 23, 1752. 
46 The Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, March 31, 
1752. 
liberties were thundered against. Among these were in-
eluded the impressment of soldiers, the interruption and 
destruction of the freedom of elections, the illegal and 
covert use of warrants, and arbitrary taxation. The bold-
ness of the declaration, especially when judged in the 
light of the savs.ger1es of war, elicited a highly favor-
able response in New York, where abuse of civil liberties 
was not unknown. Since he obviously saw the general value 
of such an outcry, "L. ~uincius Cincinnatus,tt ostensibly 
addressing the printer of the New York Evening Post, 
declared his approval, together with a plea for the assump-
tion of an enlarged sense of responsibility on the part of 
freeholders eve~~here. 
You now have it in your Power to prevent their 
enslaving your Country ••• £ff7 you are determined to 
use this Power of Election with greater Care and 
Circumspection than formerly, by sending those to 
represent you, who will act not like Slaves, as 
they are bid, but as Representatives, who make the 
Good of the People the Object of their Views, and 
the Condition the Rule of their Actions.47 
Clearly the circulation of such an idea helped to demolish 
provincial political barriers. Thanks to the growth of 
and the interest in the public pr:lnts, a public controversy 
could not be kept under a local hat; it was aired for all 
to view, and for some few to write upon. 
47 The New York Evening Post, May 25 and June 1, 
1747. 
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The power and value of a free press cannot be over-
estimated.48 Without such an institution, developed to 
its highest point throughout the colonies in the weekly 
newspaper, political insularity might well have been 
maintained indefinitely. 
48 The word "free" is here used only in a relative 
sense. Clearly the publication of an attack on a royal 
official in a neighboring or distant province rarely if 
ever called down censorship at home. 
CONCLUSION 
Between 1704 and 1754 ne wspapers grew apace in 
the British colonies of North mnerica. This development 
was in part the result of a rap idly expanding society, 
which wa s at once English and something more and less 
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tha n English in scope. In a number of ways -- economic, 
cultural, scientific, religious, military, and political 
the pub lic prints reflected the gradual erosion of local, 
9 rovincial, and sectional barriers. Yet many of the news-
p a pers we re more than passive mirrors of the times. By 
printing and re printing countless items from neighboring 
and distant p a pers, the eighteenth century publisher 
p romoted the decline of provincialism everywhere, and 
aided in the emergence of a new and peculiar civilization. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
Boston, Massachusetts: 
The Boston News Letter, 1704-1754&. 
The News Letter was the pioneer paper of the colonies, 
and as such h a d ~ _ _q. news monopoly for some fifteen 
years. After 1719 the stimulus of competition made for 
expanded coverage. Compared with some of the other 
Boston prints, the News Letter ma de rather unins pired 
albeit honest reading. The Massachusetts Historical _ 
Society has reproduced the paper in photostat, and there 
are only a few issues missing in nearly three-quarters 
of a century. This edition was used at the Massachu-
setts Historical Society. 
The Boston Gazette, 1719-1754&. 
The Gazette is here treated as one continuous news-
paper, even though its name was subject to variations 
on two occasions between 1719 and 1754; in October, 
1741 the Gazette was renamed ~he Boston Gazette or 
Weekly Journal, and in 1753 it was again renamed The 
Boston Gazette or Weekly Advertiser. The Gazette-was 
quite similar to the News Letter in its general make-
up and coverage. As a matter of fact James Franklin 
considered the two papers so much alike that he ventured 
into the field with a "di f ferent" sort of print. A re-
markably complete file was read in photstat at the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, which organization re-
produced the p aper covering the years 1719-1742. 
Miscellaneous original issues from 1742 to 1754 were 
utilized at the Massachusetts Historical Society, the 
Boston Public Library, and the American Antiquarian 
Society . 
The Ne w England Courant, 1721-1727. 
This paper achieved early popularity through its rather 
sensational though wrong-headed stand on the innocula-
tion controversy. Much more than its competitors, the 
Cour ant was a political organ, supported b y those who 
opp osed the continuation of the oligarchic controls of 
an earlier era. Since it stimulated an enduring and 
p owerful antagonism on the part of important personages, 
Franklin soon found that Newport, Rhode Island offered 
a more inviting environment for his talents. An almost 
complete file was read in photostat at the Massachusetts 
Historical Society. 
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The New England Weekly Journal, 1721-1741. 
The Journal was an extremely literate newsp a per b y 
eighteenth century standards; it carried a number of 
first-rate literary pieces from contemporary English 
prints. Intere s t in political issues was limited, 
however. Between the collection in the Massachusetts 
Historical Society and that in the American Antiquarian 
Society, over half of the original issues have been 
used in this study. 
The Boston Post Boy, 1734-1754&. 
This n e wspaper had e x cellent typography and generally 
good coverage, although towards the end of the pe riod 
military events were sadly neglected. The file in the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, lack ing only a score 
of issues in t he period, has been used. 
The Boston Evening Post, 1735-1754&. 
The Evenin~ Post was a logical successor to the earlier 
day Couran • Since Thomas Fleet, its printer-publmsher, 
was not a man to dodge an issue, the newspaper became a 
rallying p oint for New England 11 0ld Lights 11 during the 
Great Awakening. The excellent file of this important 
p aper in the Massachusetts Historical Society, lacking 
only ab out thirty is s ues during the period under con-
sideration, has been used in this study . 
Ne wport, Rhode Island: 
The Rhode Island Gazette, 1732-1733. 
From the viewpoints of coverage and typography, this 
was a decidedly better than average print. It was 
doomed to an early demise, however, chiefly because 
Rhode Islanders had formed the habit of using the 
existing Boston papers to fill their needs, commercial 
and otherwise. Original issues in the Houghton Library, 
Harvard University and the Massachusetts Historical 
Society have been consulted. 
New York, New York: 
Th e New York Gazette, 1725-1744. 
The Gazette was the earliest of the New York prints. 
Printed and published b y William Bradford , a rather con-
servative old gentleman by that time, it lacked the re-
quisites for stimulating reading, alth ough its broad 
coverage makes it an excellent mirror of its times. On 
the seething political issues of the period, such as the 
prerogative struggle in New York, t h e Gazette took a 
decidedly cautious attitude. The set of photostatic 
copies of the known issues, re p roduced by the New York 
Historical Society , in the Massachusetts Historical 
Society has been used. 
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The New York Week ly Journal, 1733-1751. 
Zenger's Journal was perhap s the best example in the colonies 
of a news paper whi ch was basically a political organ. Its 
p rolonged controver s ies with the New York Gazette and the 
American Weekly Mercury served to make it the voice of re-
p resentative government throughout the middle colonies. 
A photostatic edition of the known issues -- l a ck ing only 
a score of issues in the period -- h a s been publi s hed b y 
the New York Historical Society, a set of which wa s used in 
the Mass a chusetts Historical Society. 
The Ne w York Weekly Post Boy, 1743-1754. 
'rhe Post Boy wa s informally linked to the Pennsylvania 
Gazette, chiefly because of the business relationship 
between James Parker, its print e r-publisher, and Benj amin 
Franklin. Des pite the acrimoniousness of the political 
disputes of the day, the paper managed to steer a moderate 
course between the prerogative and p opular parties. Mis-
cellaneous re presentative issues were examined in the 
Boston Public Library and the Massachusetts Histori c a l 
Society. 
The Ne w York Evening Post, 1744-1753. 
This is a news pa per which c omp ares favorably with the 
Boston Evening Post as regards typography, covera ge, and 
p ositive attitudes, thanks in large part to the ability of 
Henry DeForest, its printer-publisher. The New York Histor-
ica l Society h as re p roduced an almost complete f ile in photo-
st at, which set was read in the Massachusetts Hist o rical 
Society. 
Philadelphia, Pennsy lvania; 
The American Weekl¥ Mercury, 1719-1749. 
This was the f1rst p a per to be pub lished outside of Boston. 
And until the Pennsylvania Gazette surp a s sed it in influence 
in the early 1730's, the Mercury was one of the most influ-
enti a l news pa pers in the American colonies, in part because 
of the commercial primacy of Philadelphia. Its owner, Andrew 
Bradford, can be best described as a moderate, p olitically 
and otherwise, and his paper reflects his middle-of-the-road 
tendencies. The Historical Society of Pennsylvania has re-
produced in microfilm all of the known issues, a remark ably 
complete file; this re production was read in the Yale Univer-
sity Library. 
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The Pennsy lvania Gazette, 1728-1754&. 
This paper was perhaps the most influential public print 
to be published in North America during the period under 
consideration. Its imp ortance was as much due to Franklin's 
genious, as to the economic primacy and central geographic 
position of Philadelphia. It was perhaps the most widely 
copied p apers in the colonies -- at le a st after 1735 -- a 
good indication of its general significance. The Historical 
Society ~ Pennsylvania has re p roduced the known issues on 
microfilm, of which only a handful of issues is missing. 
This edition was read at the Yale University Library. 
Annapolis, Maryland: 
The Maryland Gazette, 1, 1727-1734. 
This paper is valuable, in p a r t because it was the earliest 
of the southern prints. Annap olis was relatively provin-
cial when compared to the centers of the north, and the 
Gazette, while reprinttng items from distant parts, generally 
mirrored this provincialism. The John Carter Brown Library 
re produced all of the known issues, almost three hundred, 
in photostat, a set of which was read in the Massachuse t ts 
Historical Society. 
The Maryland Gaze t te, 11, 1745-1754&. 
The second Ma r yland Gazette had a more important influence 
on colonial society as a whole than its predecessor, because 
of its long life and the superior ability of its first 
printer-publisher, Jonas Green. Reproduced in microfilm 
by the Yale University Library, this almost complete set was 
read in the Boston Public Library. 
Williamsburg, Virginia: 
The Virginia Gazette, 1, 1736-1750. 
As in the c a se of the Maryland papers, the Virginia Gazette 
was relatively free of the political controversies which 
marked the northe rn papers. Its format and general coverage 
were excellent, however, a tribute to its printer-publisher, 
William Parks, the owner of the first Maryland Gazette. Its 
exceptional coverage of the coa stwise shipping trade news 
helped to link the coastal and river ports of Virginia to 
the n orthern colonial centers. The Massachusetts Historical 
Societ:w has re p roduced all of the known issues in photostat, 
wi t h only a few issues missing. This file wa s read in the 
library of that organization. 
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The Virginia Gazette, 11, 1751-1754&. 
Under the able direction of William Hunter the Virginia 
Gazette, 11, devoted considerable attention and space to 
matters of an intercolonial nature, especially t~ mili-
tary events d~ing the feverish years which immediately 
preceded the ou.tbreak of the Seven Years War. The 
Massachusetts Historical Society has reproduced an almost 
complete set of issues in photostat, and the file was 
read in the library of that society. 
Charles Town, South Carolina: 
The South Carolina Gazette, 1732-1754&. 
This paper was undoubtedly the most important of the 
southern papers, in part because Charles Tovm was a 
more important commercial mart than AruLa polis and Williams-
burg. The paper actually kept the people of the southern 
pap ts of the continent in touch with p olitical, economic, 
reli g ious, cultural, and military ideas and events to the 
north. The Charleston Library Society has reproduced all 
the known issues in photostat. This remarkable file, 
lacking only about a dozen issues, was read at the Yale 
University Library, the only institution north of the 
Library of Congress which owns a set. 
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ABSTRACT 
Beginning with the publication of the Boston News 
Letter in 1704, as the first continuous newspaper in British 
America, the public prints developed a p ace. By 1754 nearly 
half a hundred different newspapers h ad g one to pres s in the 
colonial centers of the Western Hemisphere. Accompanying 
the rise of newspape r publication a s an inviting busines s 
venture was the rapid development of the economic, political , 
and cultural relations among the several British colonies, 
a t a temp o undreamt of by the less opulent inhabitants of 
the seventeenth century. 
Significantly, the most influential a nd long-lived 
prints were published in the burgeoning urban centers of 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Annapolis, Williamsburg, and 
~~ Charles Town," where there existe d the greatest promise of 
sufficient rewards f or the gathering a nd dissemination of 
news. The rise and swift growth of the public press was 
largely a result of the expandin~ intercolonia l civiliza tion, 
which thre a tened by mid- c ~ntury to obliterate the narrow 
provincial b oundaries of an e a rli e r era. Perhaps the most 
~~-The obsole te form of the word "Charleston" is used 
throughout this study in order that the southern center may 
not be confused with Cha rle stown, Massachusetts. 
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important f a ctor facilitating the enla rgement of journa l-
istic op portnni t ies wa.s the accumulation of surplus capital. 
Certainly a substantial amount of money wa s needed to as s ure 
a publisher of a successf~u v enture into the fiel d of the 
newspaper, especi a lly since the co s t of erecting and main-
taini n g a physical p l ant wa s not insignificant. Moreover, 
it was early le a rned that the paid advertisement, which was 
itself a concomitant of surplus capital, represented the 
chief source of income to the publishe r of an eighteenth 
century newspape r. 
While the public nrints reflected the forging and 
strengthening of innumerable intercolonial ties, they 
stimula te d the exchan ge of ideas, s ervice s, an d g oods on an 
int e rcolonia l and intersectiona l b a sis as well. The 
newspape r advertisement, for examp l e , was the best existing 
medium through which a Boston me rchant could anno~mce the 
sale of a c a r g o of wheat import ed from New York or Pennsyl-
vania. Since specialists of all sorts -- t eachers, 
preachers, doctors, craf tsmen, and laborers -- were con-
tinually seeking gre en e r pastures, they advertised their 
skills to the larges t p os s ible number of prospective custom-
ers and employers by means of the commercial columns of the 
public press. 
Although the n e ws papers continued throughout the 
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period to mirror the l arge r 11 Atlantic Civilization" by 
carrying countless items reprinted from the British press , 
there wa s a gradual and pe rce p tible displacement of ove r-
s e as intelligence by tha t of an intercolonial n a ture. 
Therein the public prints both reflect e d and promoted a 
peculia r society, which wa s a t once British and something 
more an d less than British in scope. 
This essay a ttempts to trace an evolving common 
culture and a budding nationalism through the study of a 
public press, tha t wa s gradually t aking on the character-
istics of an authentic intercolonia l press . By mid-century 
the universal custom of reprinting information, toge ther 
wi th the stimulus involved in the competition for sub-
scribe rs, assured the re a ding public of having access to 
the n ews of virtual ly ev ::.-; ry im:Jortant event whi ch occurred, 
both in the colonies and ove rseas. By ma rking , for example, 
the obvious interes t of a numbe r of distant publishe rs in the 
struggle betwe e n royal g ove rnor and assemb ly in Massachusetts 
during the 17 20's and the 1730's, one can r e a dily perceive 
that the i s sue h a d gen eral implications, such that a remote 
re a der, confronted a t one time or anothe r with a similar 
problem, would be like ly to follow deve l opments in the Bay 
Colony with conside rable attention. .The ac t of reprinting 
the speeches and letters of the principals involved in the 
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controversy, even when unaccompanied by editorial comment, 
helpe d to stimula te an awar e ness of a p roblem which was 
eventually to t ouch e v e ry Anglo-American. 
A prominent amount of space and emphasis in this 
study is devoted to the role of the news pape r in the ce-
menting and strengthening of economic ties among the 
colonies. In many instance s the n ews pape r rema ins the best 
and often the only source by which one may trace the expand-
ing i n tercolonial co1mnercial developments of the p e riod. A 
survey of the cust om house re ports, which a ppear e d regula rly 
throughout the pe riod in all of the p rints, r eveals that the 
enlarging coastwise trade, unlike much of the overse a s com-
merce, vva s chiefly concerned with the exchange of the ne-
cessities of life, narticularly a s e a ch area -- New England, 
the mi ddle colonies, &nd the pl anting provinces -- developed 
economic s pecializations of its own. By mid-century, for e.Jt-
amp le, New En gland and the islands of the British West 
Indies, h aving distinct a nd v a r y ing economic bases, had be-
come l a rgely de pendent U:)On the grain producing middle colo-
nies for thei r stocks of bre a dstuffs. The exchan ge of these 
and othe r s pecialty products an d s k ills wa s mirrored and pra-
mote d through the medium of the int e rcolonie.l press. And 
the general h abit of printing an d reprinting 11 Price-Currents' 
of ne a rby an d distant marts gave p roduce r an d consume r alike 
J 
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an insight into the availability and general price leve l of 
a ll sorts of e xchan geable commodities. 
In many ways the news papers pre s ent an excellent 
guide by whi ch one may judge the relat i v e comme rcia l im-
portance of t he several colonial c enters and s e ctions. 
Moreove r , the f org ing and tightening of countless economic 
bonds , which indisputably furthered a general interdepend-
ence, wa s in l a rge part a direct result of the attention and 
s pace g iven by the colonia l publisher to t he e x cha n ge of 
g oods a nd s e rvice s a t an eve r incre asing tempo. 
In a number of other a reas -- cultural, religious, 
political, a n d milit a ry -- the public prints a t once mirror-
ed and facilitated the slow but relentless erosi on of pro-
vincial barriers. By promoting the wholesale exchange of 
almana cs and books among the several dispersed centers, the 
newspapers h a stened t he growth of a common culture. In-
numerable were the scientific, pseudo-scientific, educ a tional, 
and cultura l ideas which for the first tir:1e were made common 
currency by their inclusion in the prints of the period. In 
the 1740's and 1750's, f or instance, t he electrical experi-
ments of Benjamin Fr anklin an d othe rs were widely chronicled 
in the press, stimula ting a gen e.r al exchange of observations 
and i dea s on the subject. 
The role of the newspaper in the breaking down of 
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local religious barriers was a significant one. The printing 
and reprinting of news and c ontroversies associa ted with the 
"Great Awakening," be g inning in the late 1730's, aided im-
measurably in combating the isol&tionist religious tendencies 
of an earlier pe riod. Indeed, in the publication and re-
publication of intelligence rela ting to the successive itiner-
ancies of George Vmitefield, the English evange list, the news-
p a pers s oon took on the a ppearance of a twentieth c entury 
press associa tion. 
The reprinting habit also milit a t ed against the possi-
bility that a politica l dispute might remain loc a l in charac-
ter. The republication of c ountless s p eeches and pseudony-
mous letters pertaining to a political dispute in a distant 
part, was more than a mere space-filling technique. Since 
loca l authorities rarely recognized the general a pplicability 
of such published speeches, the several publishers were 
usually free to re print in full the official record of a 
number of struggles between crown off icials and assemblies in 
nearby and distant colonies. Such a custom promoted the de-
velopment of a general awareness of c onstitutional problems, 
which were at b a sis seld om loca l or provincial in scope. 
Similarly, intelligence concerned with military 
events and problems wa s widely dissemina ted by the inter-
colonial press. By 1750 the extensive publication of a 
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number of general appeals for cooperation in arms aided ap-
preciably in insuring the several colonies against the per-
petuation of the older s p irit of isolationism. A number of 
letters which a ppealed for aid to the "common cause" we re 
printed and reprinted throughout the colonies. There ex-
isted no better agency than the newspaper s b y which people 
eve rywhere could be me_de a ware of the need for active mili-
tary cooperation. 
Although the newspapers of the pe riod h ave been 
previously used to describe specific and general eighteenth 
century deve l opments, this is, as far as the writer can dis-
cover, the first a ttemp t to ascribe to the public press a 
genuinely active role in the evolving intercolonial civili-
zation. The i mportance of the news paper as a mirror of the 
times is indisputable. But the public prints did more than 
merely reflect the tendencie s of the period. By the active 
exchange and publica tion of all sorts of intelligence in-
digenous t o the peculiar environment of the Western Hemi-
s ph ere , the newspapers played a significant and increasingly 
more conscious r ole in the emergence of an embryonic nation-
alism, and helped pave the way for the dramatic events of 
the 1770's. 
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